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By Lisa Mascaro, Mary Clare Jalonick 

and Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

launched a formal impeachment 

inquiry against President Don-

ald Trump on Tuesday, yielding 

to mounting pressure from fellow 

Democrats and plunging a deeply 

divided nation into an election 

year clash between Congress and 

the commander in chief.

The probe focuses partly on 

whether Trump abused his pres-

idential powers and sought help 

from a foreign government to 

undermine Democratic rival Joe 

Biden and help his own re-elec-

tion. Pelosi said such actions 

would mark a “betrayal of his oath 

of office” and declared: “No one is 

above the law.”

The impeachment inquiry, 

after months of investigations by 

House Democrats of the Trump 

administration, sets up the par-

ty’s most direct and consequen-

tial confrontation with the pres-

ident, injects deep uncertainty 

into the 2020 election campaign 

and tests anew the nation’s con-

stitutional system of checks and 

balances.

Trump, who thrives on com-

bat, had all but dared Demo-

crats to take this step, confident 

that the specter of impeachment 

led by the opposition party will 

bolster rather than diminish his 

political support.

Meeting with world leaders at 

the United Nations, he previewed 

his defense in an all-caps tweet: 

“PRESIDENTIAL HARRASS-

MENT!”

Pelosi’s brief statement, 

delivered without dramatic flour-

ish but in the framework of a con-

stitutional crisis, capped a fre-

netic weeklong stretch on Capi-

tol Hill as details of a classified 

whistleblower complaint about 

Trump burst into the open and 

momentum shifted toward an 

impeachment probe.

For months, the Democratic 

leader has tried calming the 

push for impeachment, saying 

the House must investigate the 

facts and let the public decide. 

The new drive was led by a group 

Curriculum expands 
in elementary schools

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Students in Ryan Phelps’ sec-

ond-grade class at Harmony Ele-

mentary School cheered and 

scribbled on their worksheets as 

a computer played the croak of an 

American bullfrog.

The students were in the mid-

dle of a science lesson—something 

Milton elementary students are 

doing more of this year after a 

curriculum change.

Elementary schools didn’t 

have a set science standard before 

the district implemented the Next 

Generation Science Standards 

this year. Grades six through 12 

have used the standards for three 

years, and district officials wanted 

to get the elementary schools on 

the same page.

Many teachers used to work 

science concepts into English 

and math lessons, while others set 

aside a block of time just for sci-

ence. Now the district is focused 

on expanding science education 

to all students.

“We’re looking at building 

consistency across all of our K-3 

A new focus on science

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Second-grade teacher Ryan Phelps calls on students raising their hands during a science lesson about frogs and 
toads Tuesday at Harmony Elementary School in Janesville.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city’s assessed value 

increased by about $1 billion 
after last year’s revaluation 
process.

But what does that mean 
for taxpayers?

Assessment notices were 
sent in May. Since then, the 
city has completed its open 
book process when homeown-
ers could meet with asses-
sors if they had questions or 
disagreed with their assess-
ments.

In December, homeown-
ers will receive property tax 

bills based on property values 
set during revaluation, City 
Assessor Michelle Laube said.

Residential property value 
increased on average 31%, 
Laube said. Overall property 
value increased 25%.

The Gazette spoke to 
Laube to learn more about 
the city’s revaluation and how 
it affects taxpayers.

Q: Why did the city choose 
to go through revalua-

tion last year?

A: The state Department 
of Revenue requires 

municipalities to keep their 
ratios of assessed value to fair 
market value between 90% 
and 110%.

The city’s last revaluation 
was in 2011, and the city’s 

What you should know 
about Janesville’s 

property revaluation

JANESVILLE

Residential property values after 2018 revaluation

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

$17,400-$100,000

$100,100-$150,000

$150,100-$200,000

$200,100-$250,000

$250,100-$300,000

$300,000+

Totals

Value Range

7,929
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2018 Count
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15.0

5.0

1.4

1.2
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% of 2018 Total

3,223

7,784

5,780

2,567

1,070

861

21,285

2019 Count

15.1

36.6

27.2

12.1

5.0

4.0

100

% of 2019 Total

*Includes 1, 2, & 3 family dwellings and all residential condos

MILTON SCHOOL DISTRICT

Many teachers used to work science concepts into English and math 

lessons, while others set aside a block of time just for science. Now the 

district is focused on expanding science education to all students.

Impeachment inquiry opened
Pelosi forced to act as caucus learns 
more about Trump’s call to Ukraine

Associated Press
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of California reads a statement announcing 
a formal impeachment inquiry into President Donald Trump on Capitol Hill 
in Washington on Tuesday.

Turn to REVALUATION on Page 10A

Trump, who thrives on combat, 

had all but dared Democrats to 

take this step, confident that the 

specter of impeachment led by the 

opposition party will bolster rather 

than diminish his political support.

Turn to INQUIRY on Page 9A

Turn to SCIENCE on Page 5A

City assessor breaks 
down the process  

Numbers down
Janesville School 

District reports  

lower enrollment  

for summer school 

this year. Page 3A

Running toward  

a playoff berth
After beating the Reds, the 

Brewers are just one win (or one 

Cubs loss) away from clinching a 

spot in the postseason. Page 1B
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