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Outlook gets 

more gloomy
The MU Law School poll 

indicates Wisconsin  

residents are less optimistic 

about the economy headed  

into 2020. Page 2A

Nestlé in Delavan 

to lay off 31 workers
The company is closing 

sites in four cities around 

the state with the layoffs 

planned between Nov. 1 

and Dec. 31. Page 3A
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Evansville rolls to another victory Other Friday scores

Elkhorn ................ 22
Delavan-Darien ....21

Sun Prairie .......... 52
Parker ...................10

Verona ................. 49
Craig ...................... 8

Full coverage inside

Evansville jumped out  

to a 21-0 lead over visiting 

Jefferson on Friday  

and went on to score a 

40-8 win in Rock Valley  

Conference play. Page 1B

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
From left, Madelyn Rudolf, 5, and brothers Alexander and Daniel Wojciechowicz wave to a passing car as they start a fall wagon ride with 
their families on Friday evening at Riverside Park. The event featured a wagon ride that highlighted local history around the park, games 
and s’mores. The ride was sponsored by the Friends of Riverside Park and the city of Janesville.

A perfect night for a wagon ride

By Mike Stobbe

Associated Press

NEW YORK
U.S. health officials on Friday again 

urged people to stop vaping until they fig-
ure out why some are coming down with 
serious breathing illnesses.

Officials have identified about 450 possi-
ble cases, including as many as five deaths, 
in 33 states. The count includes newly 
reported deaths in California, Indiana and 
Minnesota.

No single vaping device, liquid or ingre-
dient has been tied to all the illnesses, offi-
cials said. Many of the sickened—but not 
all—were people who said they had been 
vaping THC, the chemical that gives mari-
juana its high. Many are teens.

Health officials have only been count-
ing certain lung illnesses in which the per-
son had vaped within three months. Doc-
tors say the illnesses resemble an inhalation 
injury, with the body apparently reacting to 
a caustic substance that someone breathed 
in. Symptoms have included shortness of 
breath, fatigue, chest pain and vomiting.

The illnesses have all surfaced this year, 
and the number has been growing quickly 
in the last month as more states have begun 
investigations. A week ago, U.S. officials 
pegged the number at 215 possible cases 
in 25 states.

It’s unclear whether such illnesses were 
happening before this year.

“We’re all wondering if this is new or just 
newly recognized,” Dr. Dana Meaney-Del-
man of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention told reporters Friday.

An Illinois health official, Dr. Jennifer 
Layden, said officials there don’t know when 
such illnesses first began, but she said there 
has been a marked increase since spring.

Deaths previously were reported in Illi-
nois and Oregon.

Indiana officials said the person who died 
there was an adult, but they didn’t say when 
it happened or release other details. Health 
officials in Los Angeles said they were inves-
tigating a vaping death as well. And Min-
nesota health officials said that state’s first 
known vaping-related death was a person 
over 65 years with a history of lung prob-
lems who had vaped illicit THC products 
and died in August.

Recent attention has been focused on 
devices, liquids, refill pods and cartridges 
that are not sold in stores.

New York state has focused its investiga-
tion on an ingredient called vitamin E ace-
tate, which has been used to thicken mari-
juana vape juice but is considered danger-
ous if heated and inhaled. State investiga-
tors have found the substance in 13 car-
tridges collected from eight patients. In 
several cases, the ingredient made up more 
than half of the liquid in the cartridge.

CDC officials said they are looking at 

US health officials cite 
5 deaths, 450 illnesses 
as they seek a cause

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville might not see a deluge of 

delegates who will put their feet up in a 

local hotel during the 2020 Democratic 

National Convention in Milwaukee in 

July.

Yet tourism officials here expect that 

the thousands of people attending the 

huge convention could 

create a ripple effect that 

prompts some visitors to 

Milwaukee to plan hotel 

stays in communities 

west of the city.

Christine Rebout, 

executive director of the 

Janesville Area Conven-

tion and Visitors Bureau, 

said Janesville hotels are not included in 

the initial block of 17,000 hotel rooms the 

Democratic National Committee is nego-

tiating reservations for in the Milwaukee 

and Chicago areas. The convention runs 

July 13 to 16.

But her tourism organization is plan-

ning to help local hotels prepare for a 

likely wave of bleed-off guests who might 

get aced out of rooms because of the con-

vention.

“What we think we’re going to expe-

rience is really that pushover of people 

who were going to stay in Milwaukee for 

some other reason, for leisure travel or 

whatever, who are going to be pushed out 

either because of lack of room availability 

or because of price,” Rebout said.

“The reality is, all those hotels in there 

(Milwaukee area) are probably going to 

pull those prices up a little bit.”

Rebout said DNC officials have told 

Milwaukee tourism agencies that they 

might need to book rooms as far as 80 

miles away from Firserv Forum, where 

the convention will be held.

She said she believes Madison might 

draw nonconvention guests and also 

some party delegates. Janesville has the 

same proximity to the Interstate system 

and also is within 80 miles of Milwaukee.

Tourism officials who work in Wal-

worth County cities—which are closer to 

Milwaukee than Janesville—expect the 

Milwaukee convention to have a more 

direct impact on resorts and hotels, par-

ticularly the ones around Geneva and 

Delavan lakes.

That means hotels in the Lake Geneva 

and Delavan areas could see a glut of 

convention guests along with the area’s 

strong summer tourist draw.

“All of the resorts have already been 

Rock, Walworth county hotels to see draw during Democratic National Convention

Feeling the ripple?

Rebout

Warnings 
on vaping 
repeated

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville Water Utility customers 

will pay higher water bills by the end of 

the year so the city can slowly replace its 

water mains, some of which are more 

than 100 years old.

City officials say the rate hike will save 

residents money in the long run while 

addressing aging infrastructure.

The state Public Service Commission 

on Thursday gave the city the go-ahead to 

collect 53% more in revenue from water 

utility customers.

Janesville is the first municipality in 

the state to propose pay-

ing for water main replace-

ment in cash instead of 

borrowing, city Finance 

Director Max Gagin said 

Friday.

Marshfield uses a sim-

ilar process to pay for 

water main replacement 

but on a smaller scale, and 

it was recommended by the Public Service 

Commission rather than proposed by the 

city, Gagin said.

After the state issues an order for the 

rate increase, the average city resident 

will pay about $22.45 more per quarter 

for water, Gagin said.

When the city applied for the rate 

increase, Janesville had the third-low-

est water rate of the 83 cities in its class, 

Gagin said.

With the increase, the average annual 

water bill will be about $276—still below 

the state median of $291.

The increase will net about $3.5 mil-

lion per year, enabling the city to replace 

water mains at a rate of 1% per year, Gagin 

State OKs 53% water rate hike in Janesville
City will use increase to pay 
for water main replacements
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