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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 83 | Low 51  

A strong afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 7A

Chase leads  

to charges
Janesville man evaded 

sheriff’s deputies but 

was later arrested and 

charged after pursuit. 
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ZMB also has 

quick kicks
HOLIDAY

Earned R&R

Hard-working Americans get 

a chance to celebrate their own 

efforts during Labor Fest at 11 

a.m. Sunday, Sept. 1, and 10 a.m. 

Monday, Sept. 2, at the Janesville 

Town Square 
on the corner 

of River 
and 
Court 
streets.

Car-
rying the 

theme “Learning From the Past, 

Working With the Present, Build-

ing Our Future,” the event fea-

tures family activities, live music, 

a beer tent, food vendors, a craft 

fair and more. A car show and 

parade also are planned Monday.

Visit Gazettextra.com/

Labor_Fest.

HISTORY

Power from the past

Interact freely with mechan-

ical history during the annual 

Rock River Thresheree this 

weekend at 

Thresher-
man’s Park, 

51 E. Cox 
Road, 
Edgerton.

From 
8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. each day, Friday-Monday, 

Aug. 30-Sept. 2, enthusiasts 

can watch vintage equipment 

demonstrations, ride an antique 

steam train, swing by the sawmill 

or sorghum mill, buy buckwheat 

or cornmeal at the grist mill, visit 

the flea market, attend the daily 

“Parade of Power” and more.

This year’s thresheree fea-

tures the Farmall brand and also 

celebrates the 100th anniver-

sary of Janesville’s Samson Trac-

tor Co. 
Cost is $10 for adults. Visit 

Thresheree.com.

THEATER

Musical memories

Theatre Unlimited celebrates 

30 years of musical perfor-

mances with “Affair to Remem-

ber—One Night Only Cabaret” 

at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 6, at the 

Janesville Performing Arts Cen-

ter, 408 S. Main St., Janesville.

The fund-
raiser features 

TUI alumni 

kicks
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Food & Drink

Bill Livick visits the new Ian’s Pizza 

location in the historic Garver Feed 

Mill on Madison’s east side. Page 8C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

E
DGERTON—Craig Morgan 

doesn’t put on airs. He doesn’t 

pander, and he isn’t polished.

Ask the country singer known 

for such songs as “Redneck Yacht 

Club,” “That’s What I Love About 

Sunday” and “International Har-

vester” if he’s been to Edgerton 

before, and he won’t pretend he 

remembers.

“I really don’t know. After 20 years 

of so many shows sometimes exceed-

ing 100 a year, it’s hard to relive them 

all,” he said. “A lot of guys would say, 

‘Oh yeah,’ and then look it up online 

beforehand. I just can’t say for sure.”

That situation will change Friday, 

Sept. 6, when Morgan hits southern 

Wisconsin’s tobacco capital to head-

line Country Edge, the downtown 

music show that leads directly into 

the 29th annual Chilimania celebra-

tion the next day.

The whistle-stop in Edgerton 

comes as Morgan nears the release of 

a new, yet-untitled album—his first 

since 2016’s “A Whole Lot More to 

Me.” He plans to share some of the 

unreleased work from that album 

with Country Edge attendees.

“We’re going to do everything that 

they (the fans) hear on the radio. 

We’re going to do all the hits,” he 

said. “But we also want to integrate 

some of the new stuff because we’re 

excited about the new project. And 

you might hear a few songs that have 

with an

Adam Grim photo

Nashville native and music 

recording star Craig Morgan 

will perform during Edger-

ton’s annual Country Edge 

concert Friday, Sept. 6, the 

night before the city’s 30th 

annual Chilimania festival.

Nashville native Craig Morgan to headline Edgerton show

Turn to MORGAN on Page 7C

Nashville sound
Edgerton is mixing  

its annual Chilimania  

celebration with  

country music.  

kicks, inside

By Steve Karnowski,  

Scott McFetridge and Julie Pace

Associated Press

LACONA, IOWA

When President Donald Trump levied 

tariffs on China that scrambled global mar-

kets, farmer Randy Miller was willing to 

absorb the financial hit. Even as the soy-

beans in his fields about an hour south of 

Des Moines became less valuable, Miller 

saw long-term promise in Trump’s efforts 

to rebalance America’s trade relationship 

with Beijing.

“The farmer plays the long game,” said 

Miller, who grows soybeans and corn and 

raises pigs in Lacona. “I look at my job 

through my son, my grandkids. So am I 

willing to suffer today to get this done to 

where I think it will be better for them? 

Yes.”

But the patience of Miller and many 

other Midwest farmers with a president 

they mostly supported in 2016 is being put 

sorely to the test.

The trigger wasn’t Trump’s China tariffs 

but the waivers the administration granted 

this month to 31 oil refineries so they don’t 

have to blend ethanol into their gasoline. 

Since roughly 40% of the U.S. corn crop is 

turned into ethanol, it was a fresh blow 

to corn producers already struggling with 

Farmers face ethanol challenge

Agriculture  
Secretary 
Sonny Perdue 
speaks to 
reporters 
Wednesday  
at an Ag  
Policy Summit 
in Decatur, Ill.

Associated Press

City hopes to foster  
fish habitat in Rock River

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

By the end of the week, 50 boul-

ders will be dropped into the Rock 

River as part of the restoration proj-

ect near the site of the former Mon-

terey Dam.

The boulders and the shoreline 

restoration are meant to “re-cre-

ate what the river was like before 

(human) settlement,” said Paul 

Woodard, city public works director.

Placing boulders in the river will 

help the fish habitat and create ero-

sion control, said LaVerne Luchsinger 

Jr., boat captain and project manager 

with Drax, the general contractor for 
the restoration project. 

Large rivers, such as the Rock 
River, have sand and silt bottoms 
that do not provide much habitat 
for aquatic insects, said Michael A. 
Miller, stream ecologist for the state 
Department of Natural Resources, in 
an email to The Gazette.

Aquatic insects are the base of the 
food chain for fish, turtles and other 
river animals, Miller said.

Boulders provide attachment 
sites for the insects and refuge for 
fish from the current, Miller said.

“If you had to swim 24/7 against 
the current of the Rock River, you 
would be a pretty skinny fish and 
wouldn’t lay many eggs,” Miller said 
in his email.

Some fish species scatter eggs 
among rocks. Eggs settle into rock 

Rocks meet river  
around former dam site

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Chuck Sevlom pushes a boulder from a barge into the Rock River in Janesville on Wednesday.

Reports: Janesville 
woman was former 

union president’s aide 

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The FBI executed a search 

warrant at the Janesville home 
of a former United Auto Workers 
employee Wednesday as part of a 
Detroit-based corruption probe 
of the auto industry, according 
to the Detroit Free Press.

Leonard Peace, spokesman 
for the FBI’s Milwaukee office, 
confirmed FBI agents executed a 
federal search warrant in Janes-
ville on Wednesday in support of 
an investigation out of the FBI’s 
Detroit division.

“It’s a pending matter. It’s not 
a case based out here in Wiscon-
sin,” Peace told The Gazette.

The Janesville home was that 
of the former Amy Loasching, 

now Amy Wehrwein since her 
wedding in December, her Face-
book page indicates.

The Gazette reached  
Wehrwein at her Janesville 
home Wednesday afternoon. She 
declined to comment.

A neighbor of the Wehrweins 
said FBI vehicles had lined the 
street Wednesday. The neighbor 
expressed concern and wanted 
to know what happened.

The action in Janesville came 
on the same day the FBI searched 
the suburban Detroit home of 
the president of the United Auto 
Workers, Gary Jones.

Agents also searched the 
Corona, California, home of 
Dennis Williams, who preceded 
Jones as UAW president, The 
Associated Press reported.

Wehrwein worked at the 
Janesville General Motors plant 
and became a union official, later 
working for Williams.

Wehrwein was controller 
with the UAW International 

Federal agents search 
Janesville home  

as part of UAW probe

Trump’s move on refineries 
leaves farmers reeling

Associated Press
United Auto Workers President Gary Jones speaks during the opening 
of the union’s contract talks with Fiat Chrysler Automobiles in Auburn 
Hills, Mich., in July.

Large rivers, such as 

the Rock River, have 

sand and silt bottoms 

that do not provide 

much habitat for  

aquatic insects, said  

Michael A. Miller, stream 

ecologist for the state 

Department of Natural 

Resources, in an email 

to The Gazette. Aquatic 

insects are the base of 

the food chain for fish, 

turtles and other river 

animals, Miller said.

Turn to FARMERS on Page 7A

Turn to ROCKS on Page 7A

Turn to SEARCH on Page 7A

More of that
Keston Hiura drove in 

three runs and three 

pitchers kept the  

St. Louis offense quiet 

in Milwaukee’s 4-1 win 

Wednesday. Page 1B
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