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•Thomas E. Collentine
•Wayne D. Dronso Sr.
•Rosa Fleming

•Richard Leonard Johnson
•Larry Robert Lundgren
•Kenneth Charles Scholl

•Doris A. Schumacher
•Oscar T. Wendtland

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 26  

Mostly sunny  
and not as cool

More on 7A

Open and shut
Roosevelt Elementary in 

Janesville will return to 

in-person classes Monday, 

while Powers Elementary in 

the town of Beloit is returning 

to virtual classes. Page 6A

Quiet Camp Randall
Sportswriter laments loss  

of WIAA state championship 

football games and  

reminisces about time spent  

at UW-Madison stadium. 

Page 1B
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In ‘Living’
COVID-19 has the holidays looking 

bleak. Have you thought about doing 

Thanksgiving outside? Page 3C

By Kate Feldman

New York Daily News

Wing,” politicians not only care about 

you, but want to help. (Netflix).

ylist’

Cream

10 great TV shows to take in during COVID

Above: ‘The West Wing,’ starring (from left) Allison Jan-

ney, Richard Schiff, John Spencer and Martin Sheen, is 

listed on New York Daily News writer Kate Feldman’s list 

of must-watch TV series. Other shows on the list include 

(below, from top) ‘Gilmore Girls’ starring Lauren Gra-

ham (left) and Alexis Bledel; ‘Grace and Frankie’ star-

ring Lily Tomlin (left) and Jane Fonda; and ‘Prodigal Son’ 

starring Tom Payne (left) and Michael Sheen.

stream
of the

kicks
Dream stream
Ten shows that will  

help you pass the  

time indoors, from 

vampires to politicians 

to teenagers. kicks, 

inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County deputies and jailers 

will be wearing body cameras for the 
first time after a last-minute change 
to the county’s 2021 budget Tuesday.

Sheriff Troy Knudson said he 
hopes to buy the equipment as soon 

as possible and have deputies wear-
ing the cameras by February.

Body cams have become key in 
investigations of police shootings 
and brutality around the country, 
but not all agencies have them.

The NAACP of Beloit was among 
the organizations and residents who 
asked the sheriff or the county board 
to consider body cams, Knudson 

said.
The cost is expected to be $365,965 

for cameras to outfit 105 deputies 
plus 91 correctional officers at the 
jail and for storage of the recordings.

The jailers likely will get their 
cameras in the second half of 2021, 
Knudson said.

Cameras are coming
Rock County Board adds deputy body cameras in last-minute budget move

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Many parents, students and teachers nav-

igating virtual education for the first time 
say the things they miss most are the human 
interaction and relationship-building that 
occur in real classrooms.

Enter Craig Bergum, a teacher at ARISE 
Virtual Academy who is focusing on keeping 
those relationships alive.

Bergum retired four years ago after more 
than 23 years with the Janesville School 

District. He teaches sixth grade at ARISE this 
year and hosts “Breakfast with Bergum” at 
8 a.m. each Wednesday.

Students join a Google Meet video con-
ference and eat breakfast together. They can 
talk about anything, from their pets’ names 
to what they plan to do over the weekend.

Bergum said the get-togethers are one way 
to help boost morale when kids need it most 
amid COVID-19’s uprooting of everyday life.

“This program is pretty intense,” Bergum 
said of ARISE. “The kids are working very, 

Benjamin Pierce/bpierce@gazettextra.com
A screenshot from ARISE teacher Craig Bergum’s weekly ‘Breakfast with Bergum’  
session on Wednesday shows Bergum making breakfast while his students watch, eat a 
doughnut or make their own breakfast. Bergum hopes the get-togethers restore some 
of the in-person connections that have been lost in virtual learning.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Downtown boosters are 

working on strategies to 

support businesses along 

a stretch of West Milwau-

kee Street that will be under 

construction for much of 

2021.

One strategy will 

launch in coming weeks, 

months before construc-

tion will begin, Emily 

Arthur, executive direc-

tor of the downtown busi-

ness improvement district, 

said Wednesday.Milwau-

kee Street will be recon-

structed from River Street 

to the Five Points intersec-

tion to become more pedes-

trian friendly, improve traf-

fic flow and provide a more 

cohesive aesthetic with the 

rest of downtown, parts  

of which have received 

major face-lifts in recent 

years.

Business owners and 

residents were invited to 

an online forum Wednes-

day to ask questions and 

voice concerns about the 

$5.9 million project.
Construction, includ-

ing sidewalk replacement, 
will begin in spring and is 
expected to wrap up in late 
fall 2021.

Shoppers will begin see-
ing fliers and handouts 
during the holiday shop-
ping season, advising them 
how to patronize busi-
nesses during construc-
tion, Arthur said.

The business improve-
ment district and Down-
town Janesville Inc. plan 
to launch a campaign to 
remind people that down-
town remains open for 
business during the proj-
ect.

Signs, fliers and social 
media already have been 
identified as avenues for 
getting the message out, 
but Arthur said she is open 
to more ideas about how to 
attract people downtown in 
spite of construction obsta-
cles.

Arthur said she wishes 
construction could have 
been done this year as busi-
nesses face lighter foot traf-
fic anyway because of the 
pandemic.

Some people have sug-
gested pushing the project 

Gazette file photo
Milwaukee Street is shown from its intersection with Acad-
emy Street looking east toward the Rock River. The section of 
Milwaukee Street from River Street to the Five Points inter-
section will be reconstructed starting next spring.

Construction 
looms over West 
Milwaukee Street
Downtown boosters 
to help businesses

‘Breakfast with Bergum’
 Æ ARISE teacher hosts weekly virtual meals to connect with his students

A salute to veterans

Above: The presentation of the flags 
starts the annual Veterans Day program 
held at Veterans Plaza in Janesville’s 
Traxler Park on Wednesday. The guest 
speaker of the morning ceremony was 
scheduled to be the Rev. Charles Jones, 
a retired Army master sergeant,talking 
about ‘Veterans Serving Veterans.’  
Left: Pat Riley wears an American flag 
face mask during the program.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/ 
awahl@gazettextra.com
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