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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 10A
•Marilyn G. (Gloss) Bielski
•Lyle W. Bohland
•Mary E. Farley
•Ferdinand Nicholas “Fred” 
Frommelt
•Frank E. Hilt

•Darlene Ruth (Benway) 
Jackson
•Ross L. Jacobson
•Michael A. Jeffords
•Harry E. Larsen
•Merle LaVern “Mel” 

Sargent
•Mary M. Turley

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 90 | Low 67  
A t-storm around 

this afternoon
More on 11A

A rare glimpse
IRS data provided to  

ProPublica showed the 

extent to which ultra-rich 

Americans legally pay as 

little in income taxes as 

possible. Page 7B

Winning ways
The Brewers, back in 

first place, won their 

fifth consecutive game 

with a 5-1 victory in 

Cincinnati on Tuesday 

night. Page 1B

Second chances
Advocates say reforms 

are needed to help people 

leaving prison, particularly 

people of color, find work 

after they serve their 

sentences. Page 7A
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Above: Rubber ducks float down the 
Rock River for the inaugural Bob Kim-
ball Memorial Duck Race from just 
north of the Milwaukee Street bridge 
to the kayak launch at the ARISE Town 
Square in downtown Janesville on 
Tuesday. Funds raised from the event 
will be used for downtown beautifi-
cation and programming. Left: Robin 
Kimball Eisenbeis and her twin brother 
Todd Kimball dump the ducks into the 
river to get the race started.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

A floating fundraiser

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Wisconsin officials learned Tuesday they 

would take in a game-changing sum over three 
years—$4.4 billion more than previously pro-
jected—but they might not be able to agree on 
what to do with it.

The windfall would allow Democratic Gov. 
Tony Evers and Republican lawmakers to cut 
taxes, slash borrowing, greatly increase funding 
for schools, boost spending on other programs 
or enact a combination of all those ideas.

To do that, they would need to cut a deal—
something that has often eluded them. The 

Tax surplus sets 
stage for new 

fight in Madison

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County judges submitted their plans 

Tuesday to encourage but no longer require 

masks in the courthouse as they try to hold more 

hearings in person.

They also acknowledged that holding some 

of the court’s more routine hearings by video 

could be here to stay.

The judges are trying to enter the third phase 

of their reopening plan, officials said Tuesday, 

the same day Rock County discontinued its set 

of guidelines for reopening altogether.

Judge Karl Hanson said they are still moving 

forward in a phased plan because, unlike local 

businesses, some people are forced to come to 

the courthouse. They cannot always elect not 

to go if they don’t feel comfortable with safety 

practices.

Courthouse 
set to ease 
mask rules

Governor, legislators disagree  
over fate of $4.4 billion surplus 

in statewide tax collections

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville School Board members 

took their masks off Tuesday after vot-

ing to lift the district’s mask mandate, 

while mask-choice advocates watching 

from outside the board room cheered.

“Breathe that fresh air!” a man 

yelled.
Effective immediately, students and 

staff are no longer required to wear 
masks in school, although they may 
still wear them if they choose to.

The board voted 7-2 for the change 
after a sometimes emotional meeting.

The district’s previous order called 
for masks through the end of July, 
which would have meant masks for 
staff and some 3,300 students during 
summer school, in the hottest time 
of the year with few air-conditioned 
classrooms.

Masks are no longer required, but 
they are not banned, officials said.

Masks could return sometime in 
the future, depending on the status 

of COVID-19 infections, officials indi-

cated.

“I guarantee we will keep our fin-

gers on the pulse of this issue, and if 

we have to go back, we have to go back,” 

Board Chairwoman Cathy Myers said.

“Let these kids breathe freely, the 

way God intended for them,” said Amie 

Hughes, 2441 Greenwood Drive, who 

was one of six district residents who 

urged the board to lift the mask man-

date.

Board members said they received 

more than 50 emails or letters on the 

topic addressing both sides of the issue.

“These are CHILDREN!!! Not test 

Plan from judges would end  
requirement except for juries

Turn to COURT on Page 11A

Turn to FIGHT on Page 11A

Mask mandate lifted
Janesville School Board 

ends requirement  
before summer school

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 11A
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