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Above: Biochemist Brian Skaife treats wastewater used for testing and analysis in the lab at Janesville’s wastewater treatment plant Tuesday. 
The wastewater utility has been sending raw wastewater to the State Hygiene Lab in an effort to track COVID-19 infections and predict potential 
spikes in cases. Right, top: Skaife prepares samples of wastewater to be sent to the state lab. Right, bottom: Samples of Janesville wastewater 
to be sent to the State Hygiene Lab in Madison to help track the prevalence of the coronavirus in the city.
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 34 | Low 25  
Clouds giving way 

to some sun
More on 9A

Vikes rise above
For the first time since 

January 2015, Janesville 

Parker’s boys basketball 

team beat its rivals 

from Janesville Craig on  

Tuesday night. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........35 -19 10,959
Deaths ........ 1 0 104
 Total Change
Hosp. .....43 (Dec. 15) 0 (from Dec. 8)
Tuesday’s positivity rate: 16%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
COVID-19 cases could continue their 

upswing in coming weeks, according to a 
coronavirus forecasting model that relies on 
tests of local sewer water to predict infec-
tion trends.

Since September, Janesville’s wastewater 
treatment plant has sent wastewater sam-
ples to the State Hygiene Lab and UW-Mad-
ison twice a week. It’s part of a testing pro-
gram that could give local officials an early 
warning about new outbreaks, the state 
Department of Health Services says.

Joe Zakovec, the head of Janesville’s 
wastewater treatment utility, said it’s the 
first time he knows of that his facility has col-
lected samples of wastewater for state virus 
testing. The state is conducting the tests 
during a yearlong analysis aimed at track-
ing the pandemic locally and in real time.

In Janesville, test readings show recent 

spikes in the concentration of DNA shed 

by the virus in new sewage and wastewater 

coming into the plant.

Data from the last few months suggests 

Janesville residents could see a continued 

rise in COVID-19 cases here in the next few 

weeks.

Wastewater Superin-
tendent Joe Zakovec 
walks past wastewa-
ter clarifier canals at 
Janesville’s wastewater 
treatment plant Tues-
day during the collec-
tion of new wastewa-
ter samples the plant 
will send to the state. 
The State Hygiene Lab 
analyzes the samples 
to help state health 
officials track and 
even predict surges in 
COVID-19 cases.

in 
theSomething (waste)water?

City part of test program using wastewater to detect presence of coronavirus

By Rebecca Kanable

Adams Publishing Group

MILTON

A proposed functional merger 

between the Janesville and Mil-

ton fire departments now hangs 

on a vote by the city of Janesville, 

bringing the three municipalities 

another step closer to consolidat-

ing fire departments.

The Milton Town Board 

agreed to the functional merger 

Monday night, and the Milton 

City Council voted in favor Dec. 

1. It’s not clear when Janesville 

officials will decide, but they are 

unlikely to oppose it.

The functional merger essen-

tially combines command staff 

and functions of both depart-

ments and creates a path for full 

consolidation if a potential refer-

endum passes.

The Milton Fire Department, 

which is operated by the city 

and town of Milton, has strug-

gled with staffing shortages 

for years. Milton and Janes-

ville have shared some services 

since 2017, but to operate effec-

tively long term, Janesville Fire 

Chief Ernie Rhodes and Mil-

ton Finance Director Dan Nel-

son recommend that the Milton 

Vote  
on fire  
merger 
to come

Janesville to vote  
on proposal passed  

by city, town of Milton

By Matthew Perrone,  

Lauran Neergaard and David Porter

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Hundreds more hospitals 

around the country began dis-

pensing COVID-19 shots to their 

workers in a rapid expansion of 

the U.S. vaccination drive Tues-

day, while a second vaccine 

moved to the cusp of government 

authorization.

A day after the rollout of 

Pfizer-BioNTech’s coronavi-

rus shots, the Food and Drug 

Administration said its prelimi-
nary analysis confirmed the effec-
tiveness and safety of the vaccine 
developed by Moderna and the 
National Institutes of Health. 

A panel of outside experts is 

expected to recommend the for-

mula Thursday, with the FDA’s 

By Will Weissert

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

More than a month after the 

election, top Republicans finally 

acknowledged Joe Biden as the 

next U.S. president Tuesday, a 

collapse in GOP resistance to 

the millions of voters who deci-

sively chose the Democrat. For-

eign leaders joined the parade, 

too, including Russia’s Vladimir 

Putin.

Speaking from the floor of the 

U.S. Senate where Biden spent 

36 years of his career, Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell con-

gratulated his former colleague 

as president-elect. The two men 

spoke later in the day.

Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo, meanwhile, was to 

meet with his likely successor 

in the new administration, Ant-

ony Blinken. And GOP Sen. Lind-

sey Graham of South Carolina, 

one of President Donald Trump’s 

closest allies, said he had spo-

ken with some of Biden’s Cabi-

net picks.

A similar shift unfolded in 

In speech, McConnell 
acknowledges Biden win

Electoral College  
outcome had been 

apparent for a month

US dishes out more vaccines
Moderna’s version  

of inoculation could be  
made available soon

Associated Press
Buttons sit on a table ready to be handed to the first volunteers receiv-
ing a COVID-19 vaccine at UW Medicine in Seattle on Tuesday.
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