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            WHAT IS INFLATION? 
Inflation is the rate of increase in prices 

for goods and services over a given period 

of time within an economy. Inflation also 

shows increases in costs of living, decreases 

in purchasing power including the value of 

currencies.

In the U.S., the Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) and Producer Price Index (PPI) are 

two main gauges of inflation. They are cal-

culated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The CPI looks at a basket of consumer goods 

and their retail prices. The PPI looks at infla-

tion and price increases at the production 

and wholesale levels.

ABOUT THIS REPORT
Throughout 2022, journalists at Adams Pub-

lishing Group (APG) will take a deep dive into 
inflation, grocery store prices, and their impacts 
on consumers and communities.

We will be tracking prices as they rise (and 
perhaps fall back) in the months ahead, and 
delving into stories on the economic crunches 
facing households across the country.

APG owns and operates more than 125 news 
titles in 15 states across the U.S. 

Reporters and editors from 10 of our markets 
are tracking a basket of grocery items through-
out the year.

Our grocery list includes items ranging from 
eggs, butter and cream cheese to soda, meat 
and toilet paper. We’re also following supply 
chain challenges that are contributing to esca-
lating prices. 

The prices on these same items, from the 
same stores, will be published monthly along 
with a series of stories on inflation, supply chain 
problems and other economic challenges.

We will also drill down on other goods and 
services that are affecting consumers’ purchas-
ing power.

The news organizations directly involved in 
this special report include Southern Maryland 
News, Skagit Valley Herald in Washington state, 
Wyoming Tribune Eagle, The Daily Times in 
Tennessee, The Idaho Press, The Athens (Ohio) 
Messenger, The Leader-Telegram and Watertown 
Daily Times in Wisconsin, The Daily Sun in Florida 
and The Daily Reflector in North Carolina. 

 E
ven dogs and cats are 
feeling the pinch of 
inflation and supply 

chain troubles with higher 
prices and shortages of pet 
food as well as some key 

medications.

Inflationary troubles are impact-
ing animal rescues and shelters 
with some seeing increases in 
orphaned animals, especially cats, 
and others wrestling with medica-
tion and special diet food shortages.

Higher pet food prices and short-
ages are also prompting more dog and 
cat owners to make their own food and 
snacks. That mirrors other hacks — such 
as more at-home gardening and back-
yard farms — to navigate the job losses, 
inflation and distribution snafus of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Pet food prices are up 10.3% compared 
to a year ago, according to June inflation 
numbers via the Consumer Price Index. 
Pet supplies and accessories are up 9.3%. 
Those are both higher than the overall 
9.1% national inflation rate (which is the 
highest since 1981), according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

GIMME SHELTER
Bob Zoretich, a member of the board 

of directors for the Langlade County 
Humane Society in Wisconsin, is among 
those seeing the trend first-hand.

“Prices are up about 20%. The main 
thing we usually run out of is kitten food,” 
Zoretich said.

Like other shelters and animal rescues, 
the northern Wisconsin center relies on 
donations from local businesses for food 
and other items. The shelter currently 
houses approximately 80 cats and 10 
dogs.

He said veterinary and medical costs 
are also up and that the inflation wave 
and economic stresses are resulting in 
some pet owners giving up their dogs and 
cats.

“That is a factor,” Zoretich said.
Other dog and cat rescues are also see-

ing the economy prompt  
more animal orphans.

Kristine Schellhaas, public relations 
and digital media manager for the Idaho 
Humane Society, cites rising housing 
and apartment prices in the fast-growing 
Boise and Nampa areas.

“These last few years, we have seen a 
steady increase in the number of pets 
surrendered due to the housing crisis here 
in the Treasure Valley. Unfortunately, ap-
proximately 30% of owner surrenders are 
due to rents being raised in conjunction 
with landlords curbing the amount of pet-
friendly housing in the area,” Schellhaas 
said. “We have also seen families move in 
together to share a home, and not all of 
the family pets get along. In those cases, 
those pets are making their way to our 
shelter as well.”

Higher prices and 

products 

shortages, 

including for 

kitten food and 

formula, are 

straining cat 

owners, animal 

rescues and 

shelters.

IDAHO HUMANE 

SOCIETY

Higher prices, shortages of pet food, supplies,  
medications are troubling pet owners, rescues, shelters 

prompting some homemade solutions

DOG DAYS

Three dogs 

sit at the 

Cheyenne 

Animal 

Shelter in 

Wyoming. 

Shelters, 

rescues 

and pet 

owners 

are not 

immune 

to infla-

tion and 

higher prices for food, medications and pet 

supplies.’
RHIANNA GELHART/WYOMING TRIBUNE EAGLE 

STORIES BY MIKE SUNNUCKS  •  APG Enterprise Editor

Dogs wrestle and play at a dog 

park in Pinellas Park, Florida 

near St. Petersburg. MARY DUFFEK
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Martin T. Armato
•James C. “Jim” Brandt
•Daniel Angel Castro
•Matthew “Matt” DeWitt
•Cindy (Willing)  
Fankhauser

•Charles A. “Charlie” 
Larsen Jr.
•Dennis Mitchell
•Marvin Moehling
•Terry A. Ohl
•Jeffrey Scott Parker

•Dona Joan (Green) Sultze
•Carol Anne Vaseff
•Rosemary F. White
•Allen Williams
•Marie Twyla (Waller) 
Worden

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87 | Low 76  

Clouds and  
limited sun
More on 8A

Al-Qaida leader killed
President Joe Biden said Monday  
the United States carried out a drone 
strike in Kabul, Afghanistan, that 
killed Ayman al-Zawahri, successor 
to Osama bin Laden. Page 5B

Pot revenue up
The state of Illinois reported a 
marijuana tax revenue increase of 
about 50% from fiscal year 2021 
to fiscal year 2022 from $297.7 
million to $445.3 million. Page 3A

A big deal
The Milwaukee Brewers 
and San Diego Padres 
made a trade that shipped 
all-star closer Josh Hader 
to the West Coast. Page 1B
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Turn to DOG on Page 6A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If the Janesville Velo Club can 

raise enough to cover the $205,000 
price tag, the group says it will 
break ground next spring on a new 
37-acre mountain bike training area 
adjacent to Palmer Park on the city’s 
east side.

After about a year of planning, 
design work and an early push for 
funding, Janesville’s Velo Club now 
says it’s got full plans ready for a six-
track mountain biking course in a 
hilly section of woods just east of 
Palmer Park.

Gearing 
up for 

new bike 
trails

Velo Club raising money 
for mountain bike  

amenities in Palmer Park

ONLINE
For more information on the 

mountain bike trail proposal at 
Palmer Park, including a trail map, 
find this story at gazettextra.com.

By Jacob Roushia

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE
A Janesville Babe Ruth League 

baseball team raised thousand 
of dollars on Sunday, days before 
competing in the Cal Ripken World 
Series that starts Thursday in Mis-
souri.

The Janesville Jays 12U baseball 
team hosted a fundraiser Sunday 
at Sidelines Sports Bar & Grill in 
Janesville to help cover their hotel, 
food and other travel expenses for 
11 team members and accompany-
ing adults.

Angie Loertsche, who helped 
organize the fundraiser, said a spe-
cific dollar amount collected wasn’t 
yet available.

Donors rally 
to help send 
youth team  

to World Series
Thousands raised days 

before tournament begins
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