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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Hundreds of parents in Rock 
County are preparing to send 
their kids back to school in the 
midst of a global pandemic after 
months of keep-
ing them mostly 
at home.

To help par-
ents prepare, The 
Gazette asked 
Kristen Goelzer, 
a pediatrician at 
Mercyhealth East 
Clinic, a series of 
questions about 
the health risks kids face this 
fall.

Here are her answers:

Q: Can children carry the 
coronavirus?

A: Yes, and they can pass it to 
other people. Kids ages 10 

to 18 in studies are found to be 
more contagious because their 
virus loads are similar to adults, 
but all kids can carry and spread 
the virus.

It’s important to remem-
ber kids can carry the virus and 
spread it to older people, who 
might be vulnerable, Goelzer 
said.

Q: Can kids get sick from the 
coronavirus?

A: “They definitely can,” Goel-
zer said.

Often, kids experience milder 
symptoms, such as a cough and 
fever, but they can also have 
more serious symptoms.

Statewide, 2,300 children 
ages 9 and younger have tested 
positive for COVID-19, and 6,663 
kids ages 10 to 19 have tested 
positive, according to Thursday 
data from the state Department 
of Health Services.

Kids and the 
coronavirus

Goelzer

 Æ Mercyhealth pediatrician 
provides insight for parents

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Marling Lumber lumberyard manager Rob-

bie Hurst said the last customer he knows of 

who found tongue-and-groove deck boards did 

so in an unorthodox way.

The customer spotted a semitrailer truck 

hauling a load of decking lumber down the 

highway and followed it. The customer tailed 

the semi for 10 miles until it reached its desti-

nation: a local Home Depot store.

“It was late at night, and the driver of the 

lumber truck just parked the vehicle,” Hurst 

said.

“The first thing the next morning, the cus-

tomer rushed back out to that Home Depot 

and bought up all the deck boards that truck 

brought in the night before.”

Hurst’s story might sound like the urban leg-

end of the vanishing hitchhiker, but it reveals 

the scramble among local suppliers and build-

ers to get their hands on lumber and other com-

mon construction materials.

The summer of COVID-19 has seen a spike in 

new construction and home improvement proj-

ects locally, and some area builders and sup-

pliers say building supplies are stretched thin.

Although some say the bottleneck hasn’t 

hampered work so far, they say costs are 

Lacking for lumber

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
Sly Flynn, a residential framing contractor who works for Von Trapp Carpentry, 
climbs a ladder inside a new home being built on North Lexington Drive in Janesville.

Local builders experience scarcity of construction supplies

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville parent Diana Calvert stood 

on the lawn at New Life Assembly of 
God in a line with about 200 other peo-
ple alongside her daughter Savanah, 

their faces covered with cloth masks.

Calvert had a new book bag with 

new folders, notebooks, crayons and 

pencils inside—one of the giveaways 

church volunteers and donors orga-

nized Saturday afternoon at New Life’s 

Freedom Fest.

This year, the event was delayed 

about eight weeks because of the 

COVID-19 pandemic—a change orga-

nizers have said they were consider-

ing before the pandemic. They decided 

to trim out the live music and rides the 

annual festival has become known for 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: A line forms outside a free clothing tent as two girls walk away with new backpacks and a box of food during New Life Assem-
bly of God’s annual Freedom Fest event in Janesville on Saturday. With the continuing financial strife some families are facing because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, the annual, church-run festival focused heavily on its social and charitable services this year. Below: 
Angie Valadez places a bag of potatoes in the back of a vehicle as groceries are given out during Freedom Fest.

‘The need 

is there’
Pared-down Freedom Fest gives people 

a lift during this pandemic summer
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Man hospitalized in officer-involved shooting
A man went to the hospital in serious condition Sunday night  
after a police shooting, the video of which spread online. Page 2A

Dominating  

the driveway
Pickup basketball games 
on a shortened rim in 
one Elkhorn driveway 
evolve into summerlong  
tournament. Page 1B

White House dismisses House postal aid bill
The $25 billion measure passed with bipartisan support, but 
Trump’s chief of staff said it was not a ‘serious’ proposal. Page 7B
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