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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Arthur Joseph Graham
•Donna Lee Johnson
•Raymond Bruce “Red” Lemon
•Cynthia L. Nelson
•Robert A. “Bob” Reed
•Betty L. Sass

•Joyce Elaine Schulze
•Harris Thacher
•James P. Walsh
•Gladys M. Wileman
•Donald Eugene Wright

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 30 | Low 18  

An a.m. flurry; 
clouds breaking

More on 7A

By Zeke Miller and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on Tuesday invited 

congressional leaders from each chamber to the 

White House for a briefing on border security today 

as the partial government shutdown wore on over 

funding for a border wall, with Trump tweeting: 

“Let’s make a deal?”

The briefing was scheduled to happen the day 

before the Democrats take control of the House, but 

the exact agenda wasn’t immediately clear, accord-

ing to a person with knowledge of the briefing who 

was not authorized to speak publicly about the issue 

and spoke to The Associated Press on condition of 

anonymity.

The invite comes after House Democrats re-

leased their plan to re-open the government without 

approving money for a border wall—unveiling two 

bills to fund shuttered government agencies and put 

hundreds of thousands of federal workers back on 

the job. They planned to pass them as soon as the 

new Congress convened Thursday.

Trump spent the weekend saying Democrats 

should return to Washington to negotiate, firing off 

Twitter taunts. He then revised his aides’ comments 

to state that he still wants to build a border wall. And 

last week, he blamed House Democratic leader Nan-

cy Pelosi for the impasse that led to the shutdown.

On Tuesday morning, after tweeting a New 

Year’s message to “EVERYONE INCLUDING THE 

New year, 
old fight

Trump administration invites  
lawmakers to White House  
for border wall talks today

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
At the end of the year, the media look 

back at the notables who died.
Such stories focus on celebrities, pol-

iticians, business people and individu-
als who were big fish—and, occasionally, 
sharks—in big ponds.

Locally, some of those who died had 
made a difference quietly in their roles 
as parents, grandparents, volunteers, 
artists, teachers, farmers and other 
professions.

They’re not the names everyone will 
remember, but their work and their 
spirits will continue.

Alys Marie (Lyon) Gredler,  
91, Janesville, artist

Her obituary indicates she wasn’t 
able to turn her attention to art until 
after she raised her four children.

In an artist’s statement for a 2014 

show at Raven’s Wish Gallery, Gredler 

wrote “I have been drawing and paint-

ing since I was a little girl. I have always 

been fascinated by nature and color.”

Her first watercolor class was with 

Warren Gunness, a wa-

tercolorist who taught 

traditional painting and 

the use of pure color.

“I was hooked,” Gre-

dler wrote.

Her artist statement 

included this quote from 

Alan Alda: “Be brave 

enough to live creatively. 

The creative is the place 

where no one else has ever been.”

Alys was a member of the Janesville 

Art League, the Wisconsin Watercolor 

Society, the Wisconsin Regional Arts 

Association and was awarded prizes for 

her work. Alys took classes at L’Atelier 

Art Studio in Janesville, and eventually 

became a source of encouragement for 

other aspiring artists.

Fittingly, her obituary asked for do-

nations to the Janesville Art League to 

establish and maintain an Alys Gredler 

In remembrance

Gredler

Sliding into 2019

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Tonya Ramsey under-

stands addiction affects 

not only those addicted 

but their families as well.

That’s why she became 

vice president of Families 

Fighting Addiction, a non-

profit group dedicated to 

supporting those who have 

lost or have known some-

one with addiction.

At a memorial service 

Monday afternoon, Ram-

sey spoke to about 20 peo-

ple, many who have lost 

loved ones to addiction. 

They were gathered in the 

auditorium at Beloit Me-

morial Hospital to mourn 

and reflect upon their loss-

es before ringing in the 

new year.

At the end of the two-

hour ceremony, those in 

attendance gathered in a 

circle with candles to pay 

tribute to those lost. Ram-

sey led with prayer and was 

joined by everyone in uni-

son saying “We remember 

them.”

But not all moments 

of the afternoon were so 

peaceful. The room felt 

like a microcosm of the 

Rock County community 

wading through the opioid 

epidemic.

People were angry, sad, 

confused and above all 

else wanting to learn more 

about what could be done 

to help those in need. They 

Left: Alan 
Lynn is 
pulled 
back up a 
sledding hill 
at Riverside 
Golf Course 
in Janesville 
on Tuesday. 
Below left: 
Siblings 
Kayla, left, 
and Kyle 
Walker race 
down a hill 
at Riverside 
ahead of 
their cousin 
Chandler 
Lynn, back. 
Below 
right: Kyle 
Walker tries 
his luck on 
a snow-
board.

Photos by 
Anthony 
Wahl/awahl 
@gazette 
xtra.com

Frustration for families  
evident at memorial event

COMMUNITY EDUCATIONAL SERVICES
Am I co-dependent? What does that mean?
When: 6 to 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 28.
Where: Room 2610, Blackhawk Technical College, 

6004 County G, Janesville.
How to establish and maintain boundaries
When: 6 to 7 p.m. Feb. 25.
Where: Room 2610, Blackhawk Technical College, 

6004 County G, Janesville.

Turn to FIGHT on Page 8A

Some who died in 2018 
played important roles  

in their local communities

Turn to REMEMBRANCE on Page 7A

OPIOID CRISIS

Resources lacking, 
some attendees say

Turn to OPIOIDS on Page 8A

‘Conservative message’
Gov. Scott Walker’s plans after 

leaving office include joining a 

speakers’ bureau to give speeches 

touting his approach to governing. 

Page 2A

Win streak hits four
Milwaukee Bucks center 

Brook Lopez, pictured, knocks 

down seven 3-pointers, leads 

team with 25 points in 121-98 

rout of Detroit. Page 1B

December ran warm
Not everyone was cheering the 

above-average temperatures  

that southcentral Wisconsin 

experienced last month.  

Page 3A
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