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•Ronald James Barta
•Beverly Jeanne Be-
nash-Gibson
•Judy Ann Damson
•Robert A. Dye Jr.

•Raymond C. “Ray” Ellis
•Gerald D. Gowman
•June L. Jacobs
•Randy “Pop Pop” Johnson
•Margaret “Meg” Jung

•Mark A. Mowbray
•Jane (Chadwick) Nelson
•David K. Robers
•Joseph E. Stranglen
•Clarence V. Tiffany

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 10 | Low -4  
A little p.m. snow, 

up to 1”
More on 9A
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Chiefs dethroned
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers held 

the reigning NFL champions to 

just nine points to win Super 

Bowl LV on Sunday and claim 

the Lombardi Trophy. Page 1B

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When James Churchill sees snow-

falls like the kind Rock County’s had 
this winter, it makes him glad his 
trucking company no longer plows 

parking lots, side streets and drive-

ways.

But his company, Churchill & 

Sons Trucking, is still in the winter 

game.

They’re the guys you only see 

when snowfall after snowfall has 

been plowed and raked in piles so 

high they begin to obscure large 

buildings and makes local parking 

lots start to look like the snow fjords 

of Rock County.

It’s then when Churchill’s truck-

ing crews—one of several local con-

tractors who handle snow removal—

show up.

Kings 
of the 
hills

Sid Schwartz/sschwartz@gazettextra.com
Aaron Churchill operates a front end loader to remove snow from the Johnson 
Bank parking lot in downtown Janesville on Friday.

By Patrick Marley and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Gov. Tony Evers will propose legal-

izing recreational marijuana as part 
of the state budget he introduces this 
month—a plan that could generate 
$166 million in revenue that would 
be used to help fund rural schools and 
programs for marginalized commu-
nities.

The proposal from the Demo-
cratic governor is all but certain to 
be blocked by Republicans who con-
trol the state Legislature. But it is pos-
sible they will pursue a narrower path 
and allow the use of marijuana for 
medical purposes.

Wisconsin is in a minority of states 
that have not legalized marijuana use 
in some form despite recent state 
polling showing more than half sur-
veyed supported the idea. Thirty-six 
states have medical marijuana pro-
grams, including states bordering 
Wisconsin.

In 2018, 16 counties and two cit-
ies voted to support medical or rec-
reational marijuana in referendums.

“Legalizing and taxing marijuana 
in Wisconsin—just like we do already 
with alcohol—ensures a controlled 
market and safe product are avail-
able for both recreational and medic-
inal users and can open the door for 
countless opportunities for us to rein-
vest in our communities and create a 

more equitable state,” Evers said in 
a statement.

Evers anticipates his plan would 
generate more than $165 million in 
the fiscal year that starts in the sum-
mer of 2022. About $70 million of that 
would be used to help rural schools 
and programs for communities 
that have been disproportionately 
affected by past marijuana enforce-
ment and underserved groups of peo-
ple like communities of color, women 
and veterans, according to the gover-
nor’s office.

Evers is latching onto a trend that 
has been growing across the coun-
try. Fifteen states have legalized rec-
reational marijuana in recent years, 
including Illinois and Michigan. 

Overall, 36 states 
have legalized mari-
juana for some pur-
pose.

As envisioned, 
Evers’ plan has virtu-
ally no chance of get-
ting through the Leg-
islature. Two years 
ago, he proposed 

allowing medical marijuana and 
decriminalizing recreational mar-
ijuana, but Republican lawmakers 
rejected those ideas.

But there are signs that support 
is growing for a medical marijuana 
program and a key roadblock to the 
idea—former Senate Majority Leader 
Scott Fitzgerald—has since left the 
Legislature for a seat in Congress.

Republican Sens. Mary Felzkow-
ski of Irma and Kathy Bernier of Chip-
pewa Falls in 2019 proposed a med-
ical marijuana program that would 
license dispensaries of marijuana 

Evers to pitch  
legalized pot

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Team Michigan members Shane Smith, Chloe Smith and Rebecca Smith, left to right, take a closer 
look at a snow sculpture titled ‘2020’ by an Illinois team while judging other teams’ work in the 2021 
U.S. National Snow Sculpting Championships at Lake Geneva on Saturday.

Snow sculptors compete in Lake Geneva

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON

When asked to describe 

Milton School District art 

teacher Devon Calvert, 

Sarah Stuckey returns to 

the same word again and 

again: leader.

“There’s a mark of a 

strong leader when he 

could just lead amongst 

his art department and 

other art teachers, which 

he certainly does, but he 

takes what he knows and 

he just shines when he’s 

helping others. He’s just a 

great teacher and a great 

leader,” said Stuckey, who 

is the principal at Consoli-

dated Elementary School.

Calvert’s leader-

ship qualities have got-

ten national notice. He 

recently was chosen as the 

director-elect of the ele-

mentary division for the 

National Art Education 

Association.

The association is an 

art teacher organization 

that provides resources 

Milton teacher  
to lead national 
art association

Team Florida was 
awarded second 
place in the champi-
onship category and 
third place in the peo-
ple’s choice category 
with their snow sculp-
ture titled ‘The Power 
of the Minds Eye’ in 
the 2021 U.S. National 
Snow Sculpting at 
Lake Geneva on Sat-
urday.

Governor’s plan  
would allow medicinal, 

recreational uses

Janesville company 
specializes in removing 
those huge snow piles

Evers

Turn to POT on Page 8A

Turn to SNOW on Page 9A Turn to ART on Page 9A

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases .......... 14 -12 13,987
Deaths ........0 0 148
 Total Change
Hosp. .....21 (Feb. 4) -1 (from Jan. 28)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 13%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week. Tampa Bay’s Antoine Winfield Jr.  

celebrates after intercepting  
a pass from Patrick Mahomes.

Listening session
A committee will give Rock 

Haven employees and the 

public a chance later this 

week to discuss the nursing 

home’s COVID-19 vaccination 

requirement. Page 3A
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