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By Scott Bauer and Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers warned Thurs-

day of “massive confusion” after 

the state Supreme Court tossed 

out the Democrat’s stay-at-home 

order and Republicans said they 

might leave it up to local govern-

ments to enact their own rules for 

combating the coronavirus pan-

demic.

The court’s order threw com-

munities into chaos, with some 

bars opening immediately while 

local leaders in other areas moved 

to keep strict restrictions in place 

to prevent further spread of the 

virus.

If Wisconsin is to have a state-

wide plan, Evers will have to work 

with the same Republicans whose 

lawsuit resulted in Wednesday’s 

Wisconsin Supreme Court rul-

ing. After a Thursday meeting 

with Evers, Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos said the two 

sides might not be able to reach 

agreement and that a statewide 

policy might not be needed.

“Apparently they believe that 

different rules are OK,” Evers said 

of Republicans. “I can’t imagine 

another state that is in this pre-

dicament.”

Vos downplayed the concern.

“We already know that local 

With safer-at-home order rescinded, governor worries about confusion

Above: A man gives 
a driver a free home-
made face mask during 
a curbside giveaway 
Thursday at Traxler 
Park in Janesville. The 
city and the United Way 
Blackhawk Region has 
teamed up to conduct 
weekly mask giveaways 
on Thursdays for the 
rest of May or until sup-
plies run out. Left: Vol-
unteers sort masks to 
give away.
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Local stitchers provide free masks to handout effort

By Frank Schultz
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The state safer-at-home 

order is gone, but local gov-

ernments are stepping into 

the breach.

Rock and Walworth coun-

ties are taking very different 

approaches.

Rock County issued its own 

order Wednesday night, con-

sistent with safer-at-home, 

soon after the Supreme Court 

struck down the state order.

Rock County’s neighbor 

to the east has a different 

approach.

“Effective immediately, 

businesses can open and 

people can travel and gather 
in large groups,” Erica Berg-
strom, Walworth County pub-
lic health officer, said in a 
statement Thursday morning.

“Walworth County’s Divi-
sion of Public Health will not 
be issuing orders that replace 
Safer at Home at this time,” 

Counties take the lead

By Frank Schultz and Neil Johnson

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE

Slicks Bar & Grill held its first 

“Thirsty Thursday” after nearly two 

months of COVID-19 shutdown, but 

the party was a short-lived one for 

celebration-minded patrons.

It ended when police asked the 

bartender to close up mid-afternoon 

Thursday.

Police were enforcing Rock 

County government-issued orders—

ones that largely mimic the state’s 

safer-at-home orders. The county 

put the orders in place soon after the 

state Supreme Court struck down the 

state’s order late Wednesday night.

The Janesville Police Department 

and the Rock County Sheriff ’s Office 

reported no other violations of the 

new county safer-at-home order as 

of midafternoon Thursday.

Slicks announced a 6 a.m. opening 

time on its Facebook page Wednes-

day night. When police arrived later 

in the day, officers found 25 to 35 cus-

tomers and asked the bartender to 

close, said Sgt. Dean Sukus.

At about 1 p.m., Slicks had 20 

or so patrons in the bar. Hip-hop 

played on the jukebox, and three 

women danced while others lined 

up at the bar with beers poured in 

draft glasses.

Prior to police stopping at the bar, 

a Slicks bartender, who would only 

identify herself as “Tammy,” spoke 

briefly with a Gazette reporter. She 

said she didn’t think she was autho-

rized to discuss Slicks’ read on the 

state Supreme Court’s decision or the 

county’s new stay-at-home orders.

“I was told we were opening 

(today), and that I’m at work. That’s 

all I know,” the bartender said, shrug-

ging.

One patron, who refused to iden-

tify himself, said, “She’s trying to 

make money. There’s a lot of people 

who aren’t making money.”

Open and shut

A Slicks Bar & Grill 
customer who 
declined to give 
his name smokes 
a cigarette Thurs-
day outside the 
Janesville tav-
ern. ‘If you want 
to enter, enter 
at your own risk. 
None of us are 
worried about it,’ 
he said.

Angela Major/amajor 
@gazettextra.com

Removal of Evers’ order puts health decisions in local hands
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Supreme Court’s ruling, subsequent order  
from Rock County result in brief return to bars

Police were enforcing Rock County 

government-issued orders—ones  

that largely mimic the state’s  

safer-at-home orders. The county  

put the orders in place soon after  

the state Supreme Court struck down 

the state’s order late Wednesday 

night. The Janesville Police  

Department and the Rock County 

Sheriff’s Office reported no other 

violations of the new county  

safer-at-home order as of  

midafternoon on Thursday.

Turn to OPEN on Page 7A

Turn to STATE on Page 7A

Surveillance bill OK’d
The Senate passed a  

compromise bill that would  

revive a set of expired federal 

surveillance tools that have  

regularly drawn bipartisan  

scrutiny as too invasive. Page 7B

Schools still closed
The state Supreme Court’s 

ruling to end Gov. Tony 

Evers’ safer-at-home order 

has no bearing over a  

separate order that closed 

schools statewide. Page 2A

Natural fit
Parker senior Jared 

Emerson embraced 

his job patrolling 

first base for the 

Vikings baseball 

team. Page 1B
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