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•Debra Bea Bowers
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•Patricia “Pat” Churchill
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AIDS quilt  

on display
Each of the six sections 

of the massive memorial 

quilt hanging at the  

Beloit Public Library has 

ties to Wisconsin. Page 3A

Vikings on top
The Janesville Parker girls 

basketball team got its 

first win of the season 

Thursday by scoring a 

36-29 victory over visiting 

Madison West. Page 5A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 49 | Low 30  
Clouds giving way 

to some sun
More on 8A
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CELEBRATING 176 YEARS

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The 240 acres of the former 

General Motors plant site in 
Janesville could be sold in its 
entirety to a single company that 
bid on it last month in a private 
sealed auction, insiders say.

Alex Welton, a broker for 
international firm the Future of 
Real Estate, which orchestrated 
the auction for current site 

owner Commercial Development 

Company, confirmed a buyer has 

entered a 90-day due-diligence 

phase for the massive, vacant 

property on Janesville’s south 

side.

Welton said that as a contrac-

tor to Commercial Development, 

he has not seen all the details 

of the pending sale. But he said 

he has been told the prospec-

tive buyer is eyeing the site for 

potential redevelopment as an 

intermodal shipping center—a 

site that would transfer goods 

shipped by both train and semi-

trailer truck.

“That’s something simi-

lar to what part of the GM site 

was run as. Sort of like an inter-

modal yard, a trans-shipment 

type of use where they’d have 

large lot spaces for trucks, the big 

18-wheeler type trucks with the 

big (intermodal) containers that 

go on trucks and trains,” Welton 

said.

Adjacent to the former GM 

site is an outsize, multitrack rail 

spur that ties into Wisconsin & 

Southern Railroad and Union 

Pacific lines. Brokers and local 

economic development officials 

have long pointed to that rail 

infrastructure as a major selling 

point for redevelopment of the 

former auto plant.

Although the buyer has not yet 

been publicly identified, Welton 

indicated the sale would include 

both main parcels of the former 

auto assembly plant: the 114-acre 

main plant side along Jackson 

Street and Delavan Drive, and 

the 112-acre, former JATCO haul-

away yard to the south.

Word that the whole prop-

erty could soon sell comes a few 

weeks after St. Louis-based Com-

mercial Development capped 

an auction for the property. The 

Future of Real Estate went public 

with the top bids for both major 

chunks of property, which came 

SOLD? Prospective buyer could want former GM site  
as intermodal shipping site for rail, trucking

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Two Janesville robotics teams 

made of elementary school stu-
dents will compete this weekend 
at regional competitions for the 
First Lego League.

Local schools, including Van 
Buren Elementary and St. William 
Catholic School, have gone to state 
and regional competitions several 
times over the past eight years for 
Lego League.

Bob Getka, district coordina-
tor for all of Janesville School Dis-
trict’s Lego/robotics clubs and 

programs that entire time, aims to 

get some of his kids to the finals 

again.

“Every year they have a differ-

ent theme, so this year’s theme 

happens to be all about mov-

ing cargo,” Getka said while the 

St. William team practiced at the 

school with their Lego robots.

Getka is mentoring the St. Wil-

liam team—The Cruisin’ Robot-

ics—with coaches Jim and Judy 

Speece and parents Holly Fran-

cis and Erin Vingers, whose sons 

are on the team. Jim Speece is 

a retired engineer with a lot of 

Building blocks

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

Wes Davis, vice chairperson on the 
Rock County Board of Supervisors, is 
pumping the brakes on his political 
career at least for now.

According to a press release issued by 
the Rock County Clerk’s 
Office on Wednesday, 
Davis filed paperwork 
declaring he will not 
run in the 2022 spring 
election.

Davis represents Dis-
trict 22, which includes 
newly adopted munic-
ipal wards in town of 
Harmony, Wards 1 and 
2, and city of Janesville, Wards 19 and 
20.

In a phone interview with The 
Gazette, Davis said his decision was 
mainly driven by a desire to spend more 
time with family. 

“I’ve been on the board for just about 
eight years, and it’s very demanding,” 
he said.

The Janesville native and former 
Rock County educator was first elected 
to the board in 2014. He has a long his-
tory as a public servant, with 50 years 
under his belt teaching students at both 
grade school and higher education lev-
els in both Beloit and Janesville.

In the eight years since being elected 
to the board and serving as a vice chair 
the past two, Davis worked on nearly 
a dozen committees in the county, 
including the county board staff, plan-
ning and development; finance;and 
county board staffing committees. In 
addition to working in several different 

Davis

Wes Davis 
won’t seek 
reelection 
in spring

Rock County supervisor ‘not 
calling it quits’ politically

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of St. William School’s First Lego League team celebrate after a successful task completed by their robot after school 
Tuesday.

Noah Jelinek, left, and Liam Bills add an imple-
ment onto their robot during a team practice.

Robotics teams ready for regional competitions
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