Deadline approaches

Judge rules against Vos

With the Major League
Baseball trade deadline
coming Tuesday, what moves
might the Milwaukee Brewers
make to get better? Page 1B

A Dane County judge ruled that
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos and the
attorney he hired to probe the 2020
presidential election violated open
records law. Page 2A
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Rock County Board OKs final bids for $96 million jail
By Ryan Spoehr
rspoehr@hngnews.com
JANESVILLE

Rock County officials were
confronted Thursday night with
higher than expected bids for
upcoming projects, including
a new Rock County Jail that is
slated to cost $96 million.
During Thursday night’s
c o u n ty
board
meeting,

supervisors and county officials were pressed on why jail
bids came in over budget. Their
response was that this happened
in part because prevailing bidder JP Cullen was the only company offering estimates for many
of the projects.
The county board on Thursday
night approved a third round of
bids for the jail project, this time
for $58.5 million. The other two
rounds of bids were approved

earlier this year, amounting in
total to about $96 million.
Thursday night was the final
round of approvals on the jail
project.

Transparency
Dan Defor, of Janesville, said
during a public comment session during Thursday’s meeting
that he was concerned about the
transparency of the jail project.
“From a citizen, transparency,

acceptability and accountability perspective, would it have
made more sense to get the citizens involved earlier in the process by having, let’s say a referendum… versus approving the
project at the board level alone,”
Defor said. “My understanding
is that this is the largest public
construction project, or close to
it at least, in the history of Rock
County, “ that will impact local
taxes.

“It’s not uncommon for
school districts to have referendums for these types of large
capital expenditure projects.
Why wasn’t that done here?”
DeFor questioned.
Defor also questioned projects that had only one bidder,
particularly JP Cullen. Items in
the jail bids that went to JP Cullen totaled to about $23 million.

Turn to JAIL on Page 3A

Renovations
ahead for
St. Patrick’s

Spinning toward the weekend at the fairgrounds

Steeple replacement part
of restoring 157-year-old
church, the county’s oldest
By Kimberly Wethal
kwethal@apg-wi.com

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
People mill around the carnival rides on the Rock County 4-H Fairgrounds in Janesville on Thursday. Pleasant summer weather is expected
to stick around through the end of the fair Sunday night. For more photos from the week at the fair so far, turn to Page A6.

Report: Economy shrinks in second quarter
GDP retreated at a
0.9% annual rate
from April to June
By Paul Wiseman
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON

Associated Press
President Joe Biden listens during a meeting with CEOs in the South
Court Auditorium on the White House complex in Washington on
Thursday. Biden was updated on economic conditions across key
sectors and industries.

The U.S. economy shrank
from April through June for a
second straight quarter, contracting at a 0.9% annual
pace and raising fears that the
nation might be approaching a
recession.
The decline that the Commerce Department reported
Thursday in the gross domestic
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product—the broadest gauge
of the economy—followed a
1.6% annual drop from January
through March. Consecutive
quarters of falling GDP constitute one informal, though not
definitive, indicator of a recession.
The GDP report for last
quarter pointed to weakness
across the economy. Consumer
spending slowed as Americans
bought fewer goods. Business
investment fell. Inventories
tumbled as businesses slowed
their restocking of shelves,
shaving 2 percentage points
from GDP.
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The oldest Catholic church in Rock
County is set for a major facelift this
fall.
Nearly nine months after St. Patrick Catholic Parish’s 30-foot-tall steeple—that had tilted four degrees to the
east after 157 years of towering over
the front entrance—was taken down,
the church is gearing up for the first
phase of renovations.
This phase will rehabilitate the
church’s structure and aesthetic while
making it safer and more accessible.
Last fall, the parish was at a crossroads with the steeple and other structural deficiencies, the Rev. Drew Olson
said. Its financial council pondered
either taking down failing aspects of
the 1864 building or pursuing rehabilitation.
“We just reached a point where
there were literally pieces of wood falling down … on the sidewalks,” Olson
said. “The tower was leaning precariously, and you know, the bricks (were)
coming loose in the walls.”

Turn to CHURCH on Page 3A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Crews with construction management
firm JP Cullen remove the 157-year-old
spire at St. Patrick Catholic Church in
November. The deterioration of materials caused the 132-foot-tall spire to tilt
and become structurally unsound.
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