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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 36  

Rain and  
a thunderstorm

More on 5A

Remembering ‘The Shot’
With no WIAA boys state basketball 

tournament this year, The Gazette 

looks back at LaMont Weaver’s  

55-foot game-saving heave for 

Beloit Memorial in the 1969 state 

championship game. Page 1B

Run the table
Stuck inside while 

social distancing? 

Try playing the 

classics. kicks, 

inside

Utah shaken
A 5.7 magnitude 

earthquake  

causes damage, 

no injuries near 

Salt Lake City. 
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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Coronavirus testing is 

available in Rock County, 

but many people might not 

be able to get tested, even 

if they have symptoms of 

COVID-19, the disease the 

virus causes.

SSM Health St. Mary’s 

Hospital-Janesville has 

enough testing supplies to 

last for now, but to preserve 

supplies, St. Mary’s and 

other health systems in the 

state will prioritize testing 

high-risk patients.

Rock County has no 

confirmed infections. 

Forty-four patients have 

tested negative, according 

to a news release from the 

Rock County Public Health 

Department. But Rock 

County residents should 

assume there are cases in 

the community that have 

not yet been detected, said 

Dr. Danielle Mitchell, who 

practices at St. Mary’s.

“It would be prudent to 

behave as though it exists 

in our county, as I have to 

imagine it does,” said Eric 

Thornton, president of St. 

Virus tests available but limited

By Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

President Donald Trump on Wednes-

day invoked wartime powers that could 

boost the manufacturing of medical 

equipment used to fight the coronavi-

rus pandemic as hospitals braced for a 

nationwide explosion of infections and 

Congress rushed to pass emergency leg-

islation to keep the country’s economy 

on life support.

The Senate passed a measure—

already approved by the House—to pro-

vide free testing and expand sick leave 

for Americans, and Trump signed it 

just hours later. With the stock mar-

ket plummeting and layoffs mounting, 

lawmakers are already working on the 

next package of proposals, expected to 

top $1 trillion, including aid to strug-

gling industries and individual checks 

to most taxpayers.

Trump also ordered a halt to evic-

tions from public housing for those 

Washington 
pandemic 
response 

quickening

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON
As a Department of Nat-

ural Resources conserva-
tion warden, Austin Schum-
acher is trained to distinguish 
between animal trails and 
human trails.

So when he saw evidence 
of a struggle in a marshy area 
and creek near Edgerton Mid-
dle School, he suspected it 
was a sign that a missing boy 
had come that way.

He was right.
Schumacher was hon-

ored earlier this month with a 
DNR lifesaving award for his 
actions Nov. 1, 2019, when he 
rescued a boy who was lost 
in the woods near the middle 
school.

“I didn’t expect any sort 
of award,” Schumacher said. 
“I was just doing my job, and 
I don’t have any doubt in 
my mind that any other first 
responder that day would 
have done the exact same 
thing as me.”

After the student ran 
away from the middle school 
around 2:45 p.m., Edger-
ton police called in numer-
ous law enforcement agen-
cies. The Janesville and 
McFarland police depart-
ments, Rock County Sheriff ’s 
Office, Edgerton Fire Depart-
ment, DNR and residents 
all helped search for the boy 

using police dogs, drones and 

a firetruck ladder.

Schumacher had never 

been to the area and wasn’t 

familiar with the terrain, 

which includes thick woods. 

But with the temperature 

dropping and snow on the 

way, he knew time was short.

He examined satellite 

views of the area, search-

ing for openings and places 

a child might go. He circled 

back to the middle school and 

put himself in the boy’s shoes, 

trying to guess where he 

would have gone after leaving 

the school.

Equipped with binocu-
lars tucked inside his hip 
boots, his phone as a map, a 
20-pound tactical vest and 
his gun, Schumacher began 
combing the woods. He even-
tually saw what looked like a 
trail through a marshy area 

Trail leads to safe return

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Department of Natural Resources Warden Austin Schumacher stands for a portrait near where he 
started searching for a missing boy on Nov. 1, 2019. Schumacher earned a lifesaving award for finding 
the boy after tracking him for 2 miles through waist-deep water and thick brush.

County hospitals remain selective about who can be tested

State DNR warden recognized for helping track down missing Edgerton boy

Tribune News Service
President Donald Trump calls on a reporter 
to ask a question Wednesday at the White 
House in Washington during a news con-
ference about the coronavirus outbreak.

Senate passes bill to Trump, 
who also uses law to direct 

manufacturing efforts

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Neal Schneider is not a YouTube sen-

sation.

He’s not a social media influencer.

He’s just a funeral home director.

But at a time when the national  

COVID-19 crisis has hit home in Wis-

consin in the form of government-man-

dated bans on crowds and increased social 

distancing, Schneider said he is looking 
for ways people can grieve over the loss of 
a family member or friend from a distance.

On Tuesday night, Schneider posted a 
video asking the public for support on the 
video-sharing social media site YouTube. 
Schneider sought to garner a big enough 
following (YouTube requires at least 1,000 
subscriptions) that the site will allow him 
to livestream funeral services hosted by 
his Janesville funeral home business, 
Schneider Funeral Services.

By Wednesday afternoon, Schneider’s 
video had garnered more than 1,300 sub-
scribers, making his plans for funeral 
livestreams a go.

The funeral director’s plan is a response 

to social distancing and an unprecedented 

crackdown Gov. Tony Evers imposed Tues-

day on gatherings of more than 10 people.

The crowd ban has funeral homes 

across Wisconsin scrambling to handle 

funeral services and visitations that could 

draw large numbers of people. Funeral 

homes, in some cases upon request of fam-

ilies, have begun scheduling most services 

privately to limit crowds to sizes that can 

be managed under the state’s crowd ban.

It has left some who are grieving to deal 

with the added stress of a public health cri-

sis that precludes large funeral gatherings, 

either because of government restrictions 

Local funeral home plans to livestream services
State’s limits on gatherings 
affecting such businesses

Turn to STREAM on Page 4A

Turn to TESTS on Page 5A

Turn to DC on Page 5ATurn to TRAIL on Page 5A

RELATED
• Nonprofits prepare: Area 

nonprofit groups ECHO and the Salva-
tion Army prepare for higher demand 
for their social services./2A

• Walworth County case 
confirmed: County officials say a 
resident tested positive for corona-
virus after returning from domestic 
travel./3A
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