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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Richard Huhn
•Shirley J. Jacobsen
•Pearl J. Johnson
•Calvin P. Logterman

•Margaret Mengelt
•Terrence T. Monahan
•Joseph John Pappa
•Patricia Latta Schlaefer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 59  

Partly sunny  
and warm

More on 7A

Stores closing
Four Family Video  

locations in Janesville, 

Beloit set to close in 

the coming weeks, 

citing the coronavirus 

pandemic. Page 3A

Science denied
President Donald Trump 

cast doubt that climate 

change was playing 

a part in the wildfires 

burning in the Pacific 

Northwest. Page 5B

Brewers split 
Milwaukee wasted a 

chance to gain ground 

in the standings Monday 

after splitting a pair  

of extra-inning games 

against St. Louis. Page 1B
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JANESVILLE
Vice President Mike 

Pence sought to portray 
himself and President Don-
ald Trump as the law-and-
order ticket in his campaign 
appearance in Janesville 
on Monday, and the crowd 
loved it.

Speaking to about 300 
people at the Holiday Inn 
Express and Conference 
Center, Pence said police 
are “some of the best peo-
ple in this country. … They 
count our lives more than 
their own.”

He did not directly address 
the issue that has led to mas-
sive protests in recent weeks 
over charges of racially moti-
vated police brutality and 
killings of Black people.

Pence portrayed Dem-
ocratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden as someone 
who speaks of peaceful pro-
tests while cities burn and 
who would repeat policies 
that led to violence in cities. 
He did not say what policies 

he meant.

Pence did mention the 

apparent ambush shooting 

of two Los Angeles sheriff ’s 

deputies Saturday and the 

protesters who showed up 

at the hospital where they 

were treated, saying, “We 

hope they die.”

Pence said he and Trump 

support the right to protest, 

but he said rioting and loot-

ing are not free speech, and 

that must stop now. He said 

offenders would be prose-

cuted “to the full extent of 

the law,” a line that lifted the 

crowd to its feet.

There is no reason the 

country can’t fund law 

enforcement while expand-

ing opportunities “for our 

African American neigh-

bors,” Pence said.

Other big applause lines 

included support for “the 

sanctity of life,” for “reopen-

ing schools” and a call for an 

end to rioting.

The crowd came to its feet 

often during the speech and 

several times chanted, “Four 

more years!”

Pence repeats 
boss’s mantra

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Vice President Mike Pence is welcomed by supporters as he 
takes the stage during a visit to the Holiday Inn Express and 
Conference Center in Janesville on Monday.

Vice president brings campaign’s  
law-and-order message to Janesville

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

To “prevent a breakout of 

COVID-19,” the Janesville School 

District is suspending face-to-face 

instruction at Craig High School 

and Roosevelt Elementary School 

starting Tuesday until at least Fri-

day, Sept. 25, according to a district 

email to parents.

“The School District of Janesville 

continues to monitor the situation 

regarding COVID-19 in the greater 

community, and is following the 

protocols/plans put in place with 

guidance from the Rock County 

Public Health Department,” the 

email reads.

“In order to protect the public 

and prevent a breakout of COVID-

19, Craig High School will close face-

to-face instruction at the end of the 

school day today, Monday, Septem-

ber 14, 2020.”

Today will not be a day of 

instruction, but students and par-

ents will receive more information 

on how the pivot works and a sched-

ule. Virtual instruction for Craig 

and Roosevelt will begin Wednes-

day.

The closure will continue until 

at least Sept. 25, when the district 

will re-examine the situation before 

making a decision.

As of Friday, three students 
across district elementary schools 
had tested positive, and six high 
school-age students had also 
tested positive. There were addi-
tional cases over the weekend 
that sparked the decision, but dis-
trict officials didn’t have the exact 
number of positive tests available 
from the health department Mon-
day, said Patrick Gasper, district 
spokesman.

In-person instruction began 
on the first day of school Sept. 2, 
when some Craig students shared 
with The Gazette both optimism 
and reservations about returning 
to school.

Craig parents and students 
interviewed Monday afternoon 
were split on the pivot to virtual 
education.

Dylan Dobb spent the last 
school year at ARISE. He chose 
the hybrid model this year to get 
more hands-on help with math and 

Schools closing down

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Students leave Craig High School after dismissal Monday in Janesville. The school is pivoting to virtual learning through 
at least Sept. 25 because of positive cases of the coronavirus, school district officials announced.

JANESVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Craig, Roosevelt returning to virtual learning over virus worries

Turn to PENCE on Page 7A

I was upset because they haven’t 

been in school, what, six days? ... I 

already know she’s going to be upset 

about it. She’s just now getting into 

the school groove again, and now 

this happens. They need to seriously 

reconsider this whole situation.

Rebecca Crain, whose daughter is 

a freshman at Craig High School

“ ”

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A 160-pound drop box, a high-

speed tabulator, and communica-

tion with the local post office are 

among resources Janesville offi-

cials will tap while trying to deliver 

a smooth November election.

City Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek gave a presentation to the 

city council Monday on how the 

November election will look in 

Janesville.

The Nov. 3 election is antic-

ipated to be historic because of 

large increases in absentee vot-

ing prompted by the coronavirus 

pandemic and strong turnout to 

choose the next president.

Godek will receive Janesville 

absentee ballots this morning, 

and the first crop of ballots will be 

mailed out by the state-mandated 

Thursday, Sept. 17, deadline, Godek 

said.

So far, 12,062 people have 

requested absentee ballots in 

Janesville. Godek anticipates 

Godek explains steps Janesville has taken to execute election
THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT VOTING

 �Absentee ballots can be requested up to Oct. 28, but clerks rec-
ommend requesting them much sooner to avoid delays.

 �Absentee ballots will be mailed with pre-addressed return enve-
lopes with first-class stamps applied. Voters should not add more 
stamps to the envelope.

 �Absentee ballots must make it to City Hall by 8 p.m. Election Day. 
 �Polling locations will be condensed as they were in April and 

August. Check myvote.wi.gov to verify your polling location.
 � In-person absentee voting, otherwise known as early voting, will 

be available from Oct. 20 to 30 at City Hall. 
 �People can register to vote and request absentee ballots at 

myvote.wi.gov.

RELATED
• Court rules on ballots: By a 4-3 

decision, the state Supreme Court rejected the 
Green Party presidential candidate’s request  
to appear on the November ballot, upholding 
the decision of the Wisconsin Elections  
Commission earlier this year./2A

Tabulating machine, 
drop box part of strategy

Turn to ELECTION on Page 6A

Turn to CLOSING on Page 6A
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