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By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

A map published by the Rock 

County Public Health Department 

shows the highest density of COVID-

19 cases are in the 53511 and 53546 

ZIP codes.

The map was published Tuesday, 

when the county also confirmed its 

fourth death from COVID-19.

As of Tuesday, there have been 59 

confirmed cases and four deaths in 

Rock County.

The number of cases has been 

corrected since Monday’s report of 

60 cases, according to a daily update 

from the health department.

Health officials say there are likely 

10 people infected for every con-

firmed case.

The ZIP code data is based on 

cases as of April 9, when the county 

reported 47 cases and two deaths. 

That means at least 12 cases are not 

accounted for on the ZIP code map.

The map will be updated weekly, 

Kelsey Cordova, public information 

officer for the health department, said 

in an email to The Gazette.

The ZIP codes with the highest 

number of cases also have larger pop-

ulations and therefore are expected  

to have more cases, Cordova said.

The 53511 and 53546 ZIP codes 

have more than 10 confirmed cases 

each, according to the map.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ddeja Douglas, 11, watches from behind as her siblings, Nathan White, JJ Douglas and Jjaquari Douglas, 
left to right, play a game of basketball in the street outside their house on Janesville’s west side on Tues-
day. Their mother bought the basketball hoop recently to give them an activity outside and keep them from 
playing at a nearby park.

The game must go on

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

We’re a long way from the 

November elections, but Aug. 

11 is significantly closer.

That’s when the Janesville 

School Board was supposed to 

decide if it wants to go to refer-

endum—either in November or 

sometime in the future.

Some board members believe 

the school district has a lot on 

its plate now considering the 

COVID-19 crisis.

“One of the 

key pieces of 

planning is 

the commu-

nity input ses-

sions,” school 

board President 

Steve Huth said. 

“Because of the 

COVID-19 pan-

demic, the anticipated listen-

ing sessions/conversations that 

were scheduled for May can’t 

occur.”

District officials say they 

need to ask voters for money 

to help pay for maintenance. 

The district currently has 

more than $100 million in 

needed upgrades, ranging from 

roof repairs and more handi-

capped-accessible bathrooms 

to better school security.

Each year, the district bud-

gets about $1.4 million for 

maintenance outside of custo-

dial work and capital improve-

ments. But as buildings age, 

many upgrades won’t fit into 

By Paul Wiseman  

and Martin Crutsinger

AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON
Beaten down by the corona-

virus outbreak, the world econ-
omy in 2020 will suffer its worst 
year since the Great Depression 
of the 1930s, the International 
Monetary Fund says in its lat-
est forecast.

The IMF said Tuesday that 
it expects the global economy 
to shrink 3% this year—far 
worse than its 0.1% dip in the 
Great Recession year of 2009—
before rebounding in 2021 with 
5.8% growth. It acknowledges, 
though, that prospects for a 
rebound next year are clouded 
by uncertainty.

The bleak assessment rep-
resents a breathtaking down-
grade by the IMF. In its previ-
ous forecast in January, before 
COVID-19 emerged as a grave 
threat to public health and eco-
nomic growth worldwide, the 
international lending organi-
zation had forecast moderate 
global growth of 3.3% this year. 
But far-reaching measures to 
contain the pandemic—lock-
downs, business shutdowns, 
social distancing and travel 
restrictions—have suddenly 

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

The Wisconsin Assembly 

overwhelmingly approved a 

sweeping coronavirus relief bill 

Tuesday during a virtual ses-

sion, the first time state law-

makers have gathered since the 

pandemic began in the United 

States.

The session took place in the 

Assembly chamber as usual, 

but because of concerns about 

spreading the virus, nearly 

Virus relief bill passes virtual Assembly
It was the first remote 
session in state history; 

Senate to vote today

Rick Wood/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel via AP
Assembly Rep. Robyn Vining, D-Wauwatosa, calls roll remotely as the 
Assembly meets Tuesday to vote on a bill that would provide relief for 
residents during the coronavirus pandemic.

Referendum 
deadline  

approaches

Huth

Local cases mapped
ROCK COUNTY

COVID-19 cases by ZIP code
(As of April 9, 2020)

 10+ confirmed cases            5-9 confirmed cases

 Fewer than five confirmed cases

SOURCE: Rock County Public Health Department
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Rock County health officials publish map of COVID-19 infections

 Æ Janesville School Board 
was considering option,  

but then pandemic struck

Turn to MAP on Page 7A

Turn to DEADLINE on Page 8A Turn to VIRTUAL on Page 7A

‘Crisis 
like no 
other’

Historic shrinkage  
of global economy 
predicted by IMF

Turn to CRISIS on Page 8A

The 53511 and 53546 ZIP codes have 

more than 10 confirmed cases each, 

according to the map. Those ZIP codes 

cover much of the city and town of 

Beloit, town of Newark, town of Turtle, 

southeastern Janesville, Avalon and the 

town of La Prairie.

Big Eight Conference to add member
Sun Prairie West, the city’s planned new high school, will join  

the Big Eight Conference in non-football sports in 2022. Page 1B

A tweak for TIFs
The Janesville City 

Council approved new 

rules for granting tax 

increment financing to 

multifamily residential 

developments. Page 3A

Storm relief efforts take new shape
As they respond to the tornado-stricken South, aid organizations  

are adjusting to physical distancing guidelines. Page 7B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7B&uuid=cf7989e4-9f1f-59bf-a59e-001ce11cfc5f

