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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Harriet “Hazel” Christophersen
•Patricia M. Cordell
•Betty J. Frank
•William J. Herr
•Richard P. Jordan

•Mary Kay Nordmeyer
•Beulah A. Rudolph
•Thomas W. Walton
•Mark R. White

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 53  
Nice with plenty  

of sunshine
More on 7A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Everybody’s health goals are different.

Some need to drink more water.

Others have to lose weight.

A few want to run a marathon.

That’s why organizers of Fit 608 said they 

wanted to create an open community that can 

support everyone’s needs.

Fit 608 is a summer fitness challenge orga-

nized by the city of Janesville with help from 

the Rock County Public Health Department 

and SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital-Janes-

ville, said Molly Nolte, management infor-

mation specialist for the city.

City, county partner on fitness challenge for residents

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A group of children try out the new outdoor fitness court on Court and River 
streets. The fitness court, which is free for the public to use, could help mem-
bers of Fit 608’s Facebook group achieve their fitness goals this summer.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Gary Groelle, a retiring Rock County Sheriff ’s 

Office captain run-

ning for sheriff, 

said his personnel 

file at the sheriff ’s 

office has been 

“spiked” with a 

disciplinary re-

port Groelle calls 

“phony.”

Groelle claims 

the report is an attempt by Sheriff Bob Spoden to 

“smear” Groelle’s campaign.

Spoden told The Gazette that claims of him or 

the sheriff ’s office “spiking” Groelle’s personnel 

record to hamper Groelle’s campaign are “patently 

not true.”

Groelle said a sheriff ’s office discipline report 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Four remaining Beloit School Board members 

will fill three open school board seats left vacant 

by resignations this week amid a firestorm of con-

troversy.

School board President Laurie Endres, Vice 

President Kris Klobucar and Treasurer Shelly Cro-

nin submitted resignations after the other four 

board members held a special meeting Tuesday 

night to discuss the “conduct of the board presi-

dent,” board member Kyle Larsen said.

During the meeting, which was attended only 

by the four who convened the meeting, the mem-

bers voted to strip Endres of her title as president. 

Shortly after the decision, Larsen said, each of 

the three board members submitted their resig-

nations.

By Michael Biesecker,  

Zeke Miller and Ellen Knickmeyer

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Environmental Protection Agency 

Administrator Scott Pruitt resigned 
Thursday amid ethics investigations of 
outsized security spending, first-class 
flights and a sweetheart condo lease.

With Pruitt’s departure, President 
Donald Trump loses an administrator 

many conservatives regarded 

as one of the more effective 

members of his Cabinet. But 

Pruitt had also been dogged 

for months by scandals that 

spawned more than a dozen 

federal and congressional in-

vestigations.

Talking to reporters on Air 

Force One, Trump continued 

to praise his scandal-plagued EPA 

chief, saying there was “no final straw” 

and he had not asked for Pruitt’s res-

ignation.

“Scott is a terrific guy,” Trump said. 

“He came to me and said I have such 

great confidence in the administration 

I don’t want to be a distraction. 

... He’ll go and do great things 

and have a wonderful life, I 

hope.”

In his resignation letter to 

Trump, obtained by The Asso-

ciated Press, Pruitt expressed 

no regrets.

“It is extremely difficult for 

me to cease serving you in this 

role first because I count it a blessing 

to be serving you in any capacity, but 

also, because of the transformative 

work that is occurring,” Pruitt wrote. 

“However, the unrelenting attacks on 

Pruitt departs EPA

 Æ Facebook-based fitness initiative lets 
participants shape up at their own pace

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Josiah Kipper, 12, stands in Storrs Lake in Milton to fish Thursday afternoon. Today’s forecast is predicting a high temperature 
of 80 degrees, giving Janesville a break from the heat of recent days. Forecast on Page 7A.

Fish finder

Personnel 
files lead 

to sheriff’s 
office spat

Groelle Spoden

Three members 
leave Beloit’s 
school board

Candidate Groelle calls one 
disciplinary report ‘phony’

Ethics investigations 
stained his tenure

Four remaining members tasked 
with appointing replacements

Pruitt

Turn to PRUITT on Page 7A

Turn to SHERIFF on Page 8A

Turn to BELOIT on Page 8A Turn to FITNESS on Page 7A

Division leaders meet
Milwaukee’s Hernan Perez finished a 

double short of the cycle as the NL-best 

Brewers beat the NL East-leading Atlanta 

Braves 7-2. Page 1B
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