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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 65  

A p.m. shower  
or thunderstorm

More on 7A

Concrete on deck
Contractor working on 

the Milwaukee Street 

bridge poured concrete  

for the bridge deck, says 

project will be done in 

October. Page 3A

90 years of theater
Janesville Little Theater 

to celebrate opening of its 

90th season next month. 

kicks, inside
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t A Janesville Little Theater 

cast after a show in 1948

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Changes to the Janesville School Dis-

trict’s grading policy mean students will 
no longer be able to ignore their home-
work and still get an A.

In what Janesville School District 

officials are calling “minor changes,” high 

schools students grades will continue to 

depend primarily on how well they do on 

tests. But students who want to retake 

exams or turn homework in late now have 

less time to do so.

They also get no points for work not 

turned in.

The Janesville School District went to 

“standards-based” grading in the 2016-17 

school year. The idea of standards-based 

grading is that a student’s grade should 

be based on what the student knows, not 

his or her behavior, class participation or 

homework. Knowledge is what matters, 

supporters said.

Others, including parents and some 

teachers, argued homework and class 

participation were part of the work hab-

its that prepared students for college and 

the workforce. Students are not allowed to 

retake tests or turn work in late in college, 

they pointed out.

Since standards-based practices went 

into effect, Craig and Parker leaders have 

made adjustments to the system each year, 

Parker High School Principal Chris Laue 

wrote in an email The Gazette.

The latest round of changes are “based 

on direct feedback from staff and anec-

dotal feedback from students and parents,” 

the email reads.

Under the old system:

 � Students’ grades were based 90% on 

testing and 10% on homework and other, 

in-class work. The lowest score students 

could receive, even if they didn’t turn in 

their work, was a 50, not a zero. Students 

quickly discovered that because the lowest 

score they could receive was a 50, home-

work counted for only 5% of their grades. 

The range for an A was 92 to 100.

 � No extra credit was allowed.

 � Students could retake tests and turn 

in homework late.

Under the evolving system:

United Way launches 
fundraising campaign

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Dozens of volunteers car-

ried new mattresses into the 

House of Mercy Homeless Cen-

ter in Janesville on Wednesday 

morning.

About 32 miles away in 

Stoughton, volunteers fed goats 

and picked apples with adults 

who have disabilities.

Both groups had the same 

goal: to make an impact on 

their community through 

United Way Blackhawk 

Region’s Day of Caring. 

The Day of Caring launches 

the United Way’s annual fund-

raising campaign by sending 

hundreds of volunteers into 

Rock County and the stateline 

region to do volunteer projects.

The United Way announced 

Wednesday its 2019 fundraising 

goal is $2.4 million, the small-

est goal since 2016.

The nonprofit’s 2018 goal 

was $2.6 million, which was 

reached thanks to a last-minute 

anonymous donation.

In June, the United Way 

announced it would give $3.65 

million to 30 nonprofits during 

its two-year funding cycle from 

July 2019 to June 2021. The 

entire 2019 campaign and por-

tions of the 2018 and 2020 

campaigns will feed the 2019-

2021 cycle, according to a news 

release.

Board Chairman Al Hulick 

said in the news release that 

this year’s goal is a “bit of a 

stretch.”

“Despite some exciting eco-

nomic development in our 

region, when local companies 

experience changes in owner-

ship or executive leadership, 

continued support for United 

Way is not guaranteed,” Hulick 

said.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville woman’s car rolled 

into the Rock River late Wednes-

day morning after she stopped at 

the boat launch off Afton Road to 

free a turtle that had showed up at 

her house Tuesday.

“I was just trying to be a good 

Samaritan,” Missy Long said in an 

interview at the Rock River Park-

way Trailhead, near the boat launch 

where her car rolled into the water.

Janesville police and fire offi-

cials responded at about 11:34 a.m. 

Wednesday to a report of a white 

2011 Chevrolet Equinox Crossover 

SUV that was in the river and float-

ing downstream, according to Long 

and the Rock County Communica-

tions Center.

Long said she apparently did not 

put the car in park, and she thinks 

that’s why it rolled into the river.

Long was busy tending to the 

turtle she intended to release into 

Mosquito-borne 
illness has killed five

By Joe Taschler

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

A dangerous and often 
deadly version of mosqui-
to-borne encephalitis that has 
flared across a number of states 
including Michigan this summer 
is already present in Wisconsin, 
according to state officials.

Known as Eastern equine 
encephalitis, or EEE, the virus 
has infected people in Michi-
gan, Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island. At least five people have 
died after contracting the infec-
tion.

In an average year, there are 
only seven human cases of EEE 
in the entire country, accord-
ing to the U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention. But 
this year, Michigan and Massa-
chusetts each have at least that 
many cases under investigation.

Car driven to river, accidentally rolled into water

Neil Johnson/njohnson@gazettextra.com
A white 2011 Chevrolet Equinox is submerged in the Rock River in 
Janesville on Wednesday.

SUV rolls into Rock River as driver releases turtle

Volunteers fan out for Day of Caring

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Corissa Westman bottle feeds baby goats Wednesday at Eugster’s Farm Market & Petting Farm in Stoughton 
as part of the United Way Blackhawk Region’s Day of Caring.

Janesville schools tweak grading
Redoing tests, homework  

will be limited; missed  
work will get zeroes

State 
warns  
of rare  
virus

SYMPTOMS OF EASTERN 

EQUINE ENCEPHALITIS
 �Sudden onset of fever, 

chills.
 �Body and joint aches, 

which can progress to severe 
encephalitis.

 �Headache.
 �Disorientation.
 � Tremors.
 �Seizures.
 �Paralysis.
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