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Sunshine with 
winds subsiding
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‘Nixonesque’?
Republican legislative 

leaders learned the Evers 

administration recorded 

a phone meeting between 

the parties back in May. 

Page 2A

Ryder Cup  

restlessness
Top players reject the idea 

of playing the usually rowdy 

event, scheduled for  

September at Whistling 

Straits, without fans. Page 1B
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On the big screen

Some area movie theaters are  

reopening. See which ones and  

what they are showing. Page 2C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

B
 

loves: perform in front of a live 

audience and get paid to do it.

“How do you go from trav-

eling three to four days a week 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Above: Musician Bree Morgan, right, is accompanied by Emily Knutson as the two perform May 30 on the outdoor stage at the Island Bar & Grill in Fort Atkinson. Morgan, who makes her 

living as a full-time musician, is among a growing number of local acts getting back out to perform as bars and restaurants reopen and COVID-19 restrictions begin to ease. Below: Mor-

gan, left, and Knutson sing during their show.

Must the show go on?

Local bands, musicians contemplate getting back on stage as worries about novel coronavirus linger

How do you go from traveling  

three to four days a week 

and driving hundreds of miles 

“ ”

Stage fright
Performers on the local 

bar circuit are weighing 

whether to book gigs as 

the coronavirus pandemic 

drags on. kicks, inside

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A pair of sandhill cranes forage for food in the marshy corner of a farm field west of Janesville near their roosting location.

Party of two

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The discussion over 

where to allow overnight 

parking for people experi-

encing homelessness has 

focused on two new loca-

tions.

Janesville City Coun-

cil members Wednesday 

floated the idea of mov-

ing the overnight parking 

lot from the Jackson Street 

municipal lot to the parking 

areas at Dawson Ball Fields 

or Lions Beach.

Council members Paul 

Benson, Paul Williams and 

Tom Wolfe met over video 

call Wednesday with mem-

bers from the city’s FOCUS 

group, which works to iden-

tify gaps in services for 

people experiencing home-
lessness.

The meeting has been 
expected since late March, 
when the council extended 
the overnight parking lot 
ordinance to Sept. 30 at 
the Jackson Street munic-
ipal lot to allow more time 
to decide on a location.

Council members and 
residents have said the 
Jackson Street lot is not 
ideal because it is visible 
from busy Jackson Street 
and Centerway. It also does 
not have a bathroom with 
running water and is near 
the police headquarters, 
which makes some poten-
tial users uncomfortable.

Use of the Jackson Street 
lot was low in the early 
winter months but has 

Parking  
possibilities

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Janesville officials are considering Dawson Ball Fields as a 
new location for the city’s overnight parking program for 
 people who are homeless and living in their cars.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Rock County Public 

Health Department has moved 

the county to phase two of its 

COVID-19 reopening guidelines.

In a news release Wednesday, 

health department officials said 

local COVID-19 data show the 

county has met enough public 

health benchmarks to move for-

ward from phase one, which was 

initiated in mid-May.

Among the highlights of phase 

two are looser limits on crowd 

size and business occupancy. The 

county now recommends 50% 

capacity with continued social 

distancing at public events and 

in retail businesses, commercial 

offices and churches.

Previously, county officials 

had recommended no more than 

25% capacity crowds in most pub-

lic places.

Under phase two, the county 

also recommends limiting 

playgrounds and private gather-

ings, such as indoor or outdoor 

weddings, to no more than 25 peo-

ple. That’s more relaxed than the 

previously recommended limit 

of 10 people, but it’s only half 

of the 50-person cap the county 

had said it would recommend for 

phase two.

It’s one of two amendments 

county officials said they made 

to phase two reopening guide-

lines. The other amendment is 

for senior care facilities. The 

health department recommends 

that nursing homes continue to 

prohibit outside visits and limit 

other visits to “essential ser-

vices,” which is the same guid-

ance offered in phase one.

In its news release, the county 

said the amendments were 

“based on information about the 

(COVID-19) virus; consideration 

Rock County loosens more limits
Health officials deem coronavirus data  

meet benchmarks to move to phase two

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

Confronted with an 

economy gripped by reces-

sion and high unemploy-

ment, the Federal Reserve 

signaled Wednesday that 

it expects to keep its key 

short-term interest rate 

near zero through 2022.

At the same time, the 
Fed said it will keep buying 
about $120 billion in Trea-
sury and mortgage bonds 
each month to maintain 
low longer-term borrow-
ing rates in an effort to 
spur spending and growth.

The Fed’s message 
Wednesday, in a state-
ment after its latest pol-
icy meeting and in a vir-
tual news conference by 
Chair Jerome Powell, was 
that it is ready to do more 
to help support a shaky 
economy that faces sig-
nificant uncertainty. Pow-
ell acknowledged that he 

and other Fed policymak-
ers have only a hazy view 
of how the economy will 
fare in the coming months, 
largely because no one 
knows how quickly busi-
nesses might regain their 
health or resume a normal 
pace of hiring.

By pegging its short-
term rate to zero for the 
next two-plus years, the 
Fed is seeking to induce 
consumers and businesses 
to spend more to sustain 
an economy depressed by 
the coronavirus. Its bench-
mark rate influences a 
range of loans, including 

for homes, autos and 

credit cards.

“It is clear that the 

Fed does not anticipate a 

V-shaped economic recov-

ery and is positioned to 

move forcefully to support 

the economy,” said Joe Bru-

suelas, chief economist at 

RSM, referring to an econ-

omy that snaps back as 

quickly as it shrank.

Stock prices initially 

rallied modestly after the 

Fed issued its latest pol-

icy statement Wednesday 

afternoon before most 

Fed to maintain efforts to prop up economy
Powell says rates 
unlikely to rise 

until at least 2022

Lots at Dawson fields, Lions Beach 
could be used for overnight parking
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