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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 61  
Occasional rain 
and a t-storm
More on 7A

Gone wild
Brewers face Nationals  
in one-game playoff  
tonight for chance to  
extend postseason hopes. 
Page 1B

Crash consequences
An Illinois man is being held 
on $100,000 cash bond after 
being charged in the hit-and-run 
death of a Whitewater 
motorcyclist. Page 3A

Records sought
Democrats subpoena 
Trump attorney  
Giuliani seeking texts 
and other potential 
evidence. Page 6B
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BELOIT

Key stakeholders looking to build a 

downtown stadium for the Beloit Snap-

pers baseball team made their first pitch 

to the Beloit City Council and residents 

Monday night.

Potential team owner Quint Studer 

and John Gackstetter, senior vice presi-

dent of development at Hendricks Com-

mercial Properties, presented conceptual 

plans and a tentative timeline for relocat-

ing the Snappers to a stadium on 7 acres 

west of Beloit City Hall by Opening Day 

2021.

The project is estimated to cost $34.2 

million and require no public financing, 

with most of the private investment com-

ing from ABC Supply Chairwoman Diane 

Hendricks.

Hendricks Commercial Properties will 

serve as the developer for the project, with 

architectural design by Jones Petrie Raf-

inski. Several steps remain in the pro-

cess, including receiving capital commit-

ments, city council approval of design 

plans, verification of construction costs 

and closing on the land sale.

The stadium, which would be built at 

217 Shirland Ave., is expected to have a 

5,000-seat capacity along with a separate 

venue for 200 to 300 people for off sea-

son events.

Studer said his company, Studer Enter-

tainment and Retail, has had success as 

owner of the Pensacola Blue Wahoos, a 

minor league baseball team in Florida.

Over seven years, Studer said, Pensac-

ola’s downtown tax base has grown from 

$675 million to $918 million. Property val-

ues there continue to rise.

“It’s not that there wasn’t any devel-

opment already happening, but this just 

seems to be the catalyst that pushed it 

over the top,” Studer told about two dozen 

Area residents make most of Monday warm snap before temps fall later this week

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Her voice breaking, Mona 

Schuerman implored state trans-
portation officials to walk through 
the grassy area near Highway 12 
and County N near Whitewater.

She said they would find vehi-
cle debris and food from a camp-
ing trip that Kaylinn Wilken, 14, 
and Olly Koelsch, 7, never got to 
enjoy.

Schuerman attended Monday’s 
public meeting about the High-
way 12-County N intersection as 
a family friend, hoping to remind 
people about the two girls who 
died after an Aug. 1 crash at that 
intersection.

The Department of Transpor-
tation originally planned to add 
flashing yellow lights there in 
June 2020. But after pressure from 
the community, the DOT on Aug. 
24 added the lights and taller poles 
to make signs more visible.

“This took too long,” Schuer-
man said. “There is nothing any 
one of you are going to say to me 
to tell me otherwise. This took too 
long.”

The intersection has been 
the site of 40 crashes since Jan. 
20, 2015, according to Walworth 
County Sheriff ’s Office data. Twen-
ty-one of those resulted in an 
injury, and two included fatalities.

The first part of Monday’s meet-
ing, which the city posted a video 
of online, featured an update on 
what DOT officials know and plan 
to do about the Highway 12 inter-
sections at County N, Highway 89 
and County P.

Legislators and officials at the 

By Adam Beam

Associated Press

SACRAMENTO, CALIF.

Defying the NCAA, California 

opened the way Monday for col-

lege athletes to hire agents and 

make money from endorsement 

deals with sneaker companies, 

soft drink makers, car dealer-

ships and other sponsors, just 

like the pros.

The first-in-the-nation law, 

signed by Democratic Gov. Gavin 

Newsom and set to take effect 

in 2023, could upend amateur 

sports in the U.S. and trigger a 
legal challenge.

Newsom and others cast it as 
an attempt to bring more fair-
ness to big-money college ath-
letics and let players share in 
the wealth they create for their 
schools. Critics have long com-
plained that universities are 
getting rich off the backs of ath-
letes—often black athletes strug-
gling to get by financially.

“Other college students with 
a talent, whether it be literature, 
music or technological innova-
tion, can monetize their skill and 
hard work,” the governor said. 

“Student athletes, however, are 

prohibited from being compen-

sated while their respective col-

leges and universities make mil-

lions, often at great risk to ath-

letes’ health, academics and pro-

fessional careers.”

Newsom predicted other 

states will introduce similar leg-

islation.

The NCAA—which had called 

on him to veto the bill, arguing 

that it would destroy the distinc-

tion between amateurs and pros 

and give California an unfair 

recruiting advantage—said it is 

considering its next steps. It did 

not elaborate.

In a statement, the NCAA said 

it is working to revise its rules 

on making money off a player’s 

name and likeness. But it said 

any changes should be made at 

the national level through the 

NCAA, not through a patchwork 

of state laws.

California’s law applies to 

students at both public and pri-

vate institutions—but not com-

munity colleges—in the nation’s 

most populous state. While the 

measure covers all sports, the big 

money is in football and basket-

ball.

Student athletes won’t get 

salaries. But under the law, they 

California to let college athletes sign endorsement deals
 Æ Measure defies NCAA, could trigger legal challenge

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Shane Lien heads out for some late afternoon fishing from his kayak Monday along the Rock River near Traxler Park in Janesville. The area got a 
late blast of warm weather Monday as temperatures soared into the mid-80s, but rains are expected today and tomorrow and highs are expected 
to tumble into the upper 50s later this week. See Weather, Page 7A.
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‘This took 
too long’
Whitewater residents 

share tales of heartbreak 
during meeting about 
hazardous intersection
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Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group
Janesville native Quint Studer, who owns 
Studer Entertainment and Retail, speaks Mon-
day during a Beloit City Council meeting on the 
future of the Beloit Snappers.

Beloit council hears stadium pitch
No public funding sought 
for $34.2 million project
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