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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Frances Ann “Sancie” 
(Walker) Bailey
•Bert W. Corkhill
•James R. Doll
•Carol Ann  
(Hartman) Glenn

•Robert L. Granger
•Allen C. Guthrie
•Jon M. Kever
•George J. Mark
•Charles F. “Charlie” 
Scharine

•Grace J. (Cooley) Rowin
•Harold Frederick 
Schlender
•Patsy Ann (Komprood) 
Stalsberg
•Bernice Mae Stone

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 67 | Low 44  

Breezy with 
clouds and sun

More on 9A

Tribes sue state
Wisconsin Chippewa tribes 
filed lawsuits against the 
state of Wisconsin in an 
effort to stop a wolf hunt 
scheduled later this fall. 
Page 2A

Biden addresses UN
American president urges 
the United Nations General 
Assembly to address issues 
related to COVID-19, climate 
change and human rights 
abuses. Page 6B

Hartwig resigns
Parker girls basketball 
coach Jennah Hartwig 
stepped down from the 
job Friday after six years 
in charge after succeeding 
Tom Klawitter. Page 1B
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

J
une was national LGBTQ Pride 
month and events celebrating took 
place all over the country. That’s 
when Ali Larson of 

Janesville, posting on 
Facebook, asked if her 
city had a Pride event.

She didn’t get any 
yeses, so she started a 
Facebook page to get 
one started. She pre-
dicted about 30 people 
would turn up for such 
an event in a local park.

But the next day, 300 people said 
they would come. Within a week, more 
than 2,000 had signed up.

It got so big that Larson applied 

for nonprofit status for the Janesville 

Pride organization.

She put out a call for help. Ezra 

Johnson, an Edgerton native and 

Blackhawk Technical College student, 

offered his services. He became the 

volunteer coordinator.

Johnson’s story is one example 

of the many reasons a Pride event—

where differences are celebrated and 

help is offered to those who are strug-

gling—has garnered so much interest.

Johnson said he struggled might-

ily throughout his youth with his feel-

ings and had to face the fact that his 

family’s church looks at homosexual-

ity as a sin.

“By the age of 9, I knew deep down 

Nurturing pride

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ezra Johnson, an Edgerton native and Blackhawk Technical College student, is the volunteer coordinator of the Janesville Pride orga-
nization and their upcoming Pride event Oct. 9. Johnson, 31, who began telling people he is transgender 2½ years ago, wants to 
become a counselor to help other with the kinds of problems he has experienced.

Larson

IF YOU GO
What: Janesville Pride, featuring “local 

queer-owned and affiliated businesses, 
bands, entertainers, support services and 
fellow organizations dedicated to uplift-
ing the LGBTQ+ community.” Volunteers 
will answer questions and refer those 
who need it to counselors. Bands include 
headliner Kat and the Hurricane, a 2020 
Best of Madison designee, and Falling Flat.

When: 11 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 9.
Where: Lower Courthouse Park, 51 S. 

Main St., Janesville.
Cost: Free. Attendees are asked to 

mask and maintain distance because of 
COVID-19 concerns. Bags with masks and 
hand sanitizer will be available.

Information: See the Facebook page 
Janesville’s Pride in the Park Festival.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A Milwaukee commercial real estate 

group just scooped up half a million square 

feet of occupied warehousing and indus-

trial properties in Janesville.

Zilber Property Group announced Tues-

day it has acquired 500,000 square feet of 

industrial buildings along the Interstate 

90/39 corridor on Janesville’s south and 

east sides in a move that tacks on four, fully 

leased, warehousing buildings to its grow-

ing portfolio in Janesville.

The group announced its purchase of:

 � 101 W. Delavan Drive: a 

210,000-square-foot warehousing facility 

now leased by engine and power genera-

tion production equipment manufacturer 

Cummins Emissions Solutions.

 � 1700 E. Delavan Drive: a 

120,000-square-foot warehouse and tran-

sit building now leased by plastics manu-

facturer Panoramic.

 � 505 S. Wuthering Hills Drive: a 

110,000-square-foot warehousing facility 

now leased by Cummins Emissions Solu-

tions.

 � 525 E. Conde St.: a 45,000 square-foot 

warehousing build-

ing now leased by 

Pepsi Beverages Co.

Zilber bought all 

four properties from 

former owner Hen-

dricks Commercial 

Properties, the real 

estate holding com-

pany owned by Beloit 

business mogul Diane 

Hendricks.

According to city of 

Janesville tax records, 

the four properties 

have a combined 

assessed value of  

$20 million.

Zilber did not 

reveal its purchase 

price for the four 

properties. The com-

pany announced the 

deal in a press release 

and did not respond 

to The Gazette calls 

seeking more details.

The haul brings 

to 1.6 million square 

feet of industrial 

property in the area that Zilber has bought 

or developed since 2017. The company 

also is in the midst of developing two, 

Company  
acquires  

industrial 
properties

Milwaukee-based group  
buys 500,000 square feet  
in four Janesville locations

Nascent nonprofit set to host event to support local LGBTQ community

According to city 

of Janesville tax 

records, the four 

properties have a 

combined assessed 

value of $20 million. 

Zilber Property 

Group of Milwaukee 

did not reveal its 

purchase price for 

the four properties. 

The company 

announced the deal 

in a press release 

and did not respond 

to The Gazette 

calls seeking more 

details.
By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BELOIT

The city of Beloit’s COVID-

19 vaccination rate continues 

to lag behind nearby munic-

ipalities and the rate across 

all of Rock County, according 

to data released Tuesday by 

the Wisconsin Department of 

Health Services.

The state reports that 

Beloit has a first-dose vacci-

nation uptake rate of 42.7%, 

or about 15,742 city residents. 

In terms of completed vacci-

nations, 39.5%, or 14,566 peo-

ple, have completed a two-

shot series.

Beloit’s rate of first-

dose vaccinations is 15.2 

percentage points lower than 

the city of Janesville’s rate of 

57.9%, or 37,189 people, and 

15.4 percentage points lower 

than Janesville’s 54.9% of 

people who have completed 

a vaccination series, which is 

35,261 people.

The disparities are even 

bigger when Beloit is com-

pared to nearby townships.

The town of Beloit reports 

64.3% of residents (4,925 

people) have received at least 

one dose and that 60.7% of 

residents (4,648 people) have 

completed vaccination. The 

Beloit’s COVID-19 vaccination rate continues to lag
Janesville, meanwhile, 
outpaces county, state

Turn to PRIDE on Page 10A

Turn to SPACE on Page 10A

Turn to LAG on Page 10A

RELATED
• COVID-19 deaths top 1,900 

per day: Doctors say vast majority of 
deaths are among people who have not 
been vaccinated against coronavirus that 
causes the disease./6B
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