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Paige Banks back
Evansville junior returns 

to basketball court after 

a concussion ended her 

sophomore season.  

Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 26  

Fog in the morning; 
partly sunny
More on 13A

Holiday hope
Volunteers,  

students fill bags 

of food to help 

local families in 

need. Page 2A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Zander Martin can 

feel the vibration from 

a truck rolling down the 

street.

Kade Martin wears 

bright blue goggles as he 

zooms around the living 

room.

Super heroes? No.

Special? Their parents 

would say so.

Zander, 5, has a sen-

sory-processing disor-

der that causes him to 

crave sights, sounds and 

feelings, particularly 

vibrations.

His 3-year-old broth-

er, Kade, wears glasses 

to correct the muscles in 

his eyes so he can look 

straight ahead.

The boys were born 

to women who abused 

drugs while pregnant, 

causing potentially 

life-long issues—devel-

opmental delays, impul-

sive behavior, anxiety 

and unending of doctor 

appointments.

But both caught a 

break.

While still infants, 

they were adopted by 

their foster parents, 

Rachel and Kent Martin 

of Janesville.

The biological moth-

ers relinquished paren-

tal rights.

Rachel and Kent 

said they found their 

“specialty” in fostering 

drug-exposed children 

after caring for Zan-

der, who was their first 

placement.

But it’s not easy.

“The whole idea of 

foster care and adoption 

it is not anything that 

could be made into a 

Hallmark movie,” Kent 

said.

“You don’t adopt and 

put a bow on it and ev-

erything is happily ever 

Kade Martin, 3, 
leans forward 
to take a bite of 
food from his 
foster father, 
Kent, at the  
Martin family 
home in Janes-
ville. Kade and 
his 5-year-old 
foster brother, 
Zander, were 
born to women 
who abused 
drugs while  
pregnant, 
causing  
potentially  
life-long issues 
for the boys.

Angela Major/ 

amajor@gazettextra.

com

The hardest part
Janesville foster parents open their home to drug-exposed children

Turn to FOSTER on Page 6A

 Æ Diversity Action Team celebrates 
20 years of fighting racism

“Love, not fear, must be our guide.”  
—Rosa Parks, civil rights activist

JANESVILLE
More than 20 years ago, members of the 

Janesville branch of the American Associa-
tion of University Women wanted to make 
their membership more diverse.

“We surveyed our members,” Leslie 
Brunsell of Janesville recalled. “We found 
out we were a bunch of middle-aged An-
glo-Saxon Protestants.”

The membership tried to bring mi-

norities and different religious and ethnic 

backgrounds into the chapter, but progress 

was slow.

In 1998, the group organized a break-

fast and invited residents who might be 

interested in encouraging more diversity 

in Janesville.

“We thought there has to be other 

people who want to make the city a more 

welcoming place,” Brunsell said.

During the breakfast, like-minded 

people found each other and eventually 

By Michael Hiltzik

Los Angeles Times

More than 130 million Americans 
woke up Saturday morning to the news 
that their health care coverage has been 
thrown into doubt.

That’s because, late Friday night, a 
federal judge in Texas ruled that the Af-
fordable Care Act—including its exchange 
health plans, Medicaid expansion and its 
provisions affecting Medicare’s prescrip-
tion drugs benefit—is unconstitutional, 
lock, stock and barrel.

As my colleague Noam Levey reports, 
Judge Reed O’Connor didn’t issue an in-
junction against the law, so the federal and 
state governments still can enforce it, for 
now. Medicare and Medicaid Administra-
tor Seema Verma, who oversees the ACA, 
said Friday that “the exchanges are still 
open for business and we will continue 
with open enrollment. There is no impact 
to current coverage or coverage in a 2019 
plan.”

On the other hand, President Donald 
Trump crowed on Twitter that “Obamacare 
has been struck down as an UNCONSTI-
TUTIONAL disaster!” He happens to be 
wrong, technically, but that hasn’t stopped 
him in the past.

Legal experts across the political spec-
trum say O’Connor’s decision is so flawed 
and threadbare of logic that it’s likely to 
be overturned, and rapidly, by the 5th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals in New Orleans. 
It could also be tossed by the Supreme 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Leslie Brunsell, a founding member of the Diversity Action Team of 
Rock County, shows a map of the world signed by guests to her home.
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Still rolling out the cultural welcome mat

What will 
ruling mean 

for ACA?
Move could fatally wound 

federal health care law, 
or make it even stronger
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