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JANESVILLE

Last year, MacFarlane Pheasants 

sold $2.5 million worth of pheas-

ant meat to high-end grocery stores, 

cruise lines and white-tablecloth 

restaurants.

In the blink of an eye—or in 

the horizontal swipe of a bird’s 

concealed eyelid, which is its way 
of blinking—all of that business 
evaporated.

Restaurants are closed, and no 
one is going on a cruise for a long 
time because of the coronavirus. 
That means MacFarlane’s is “up to 
its ears in pheasants,” owner Bill 
MacFarlane said.

He’s not complaining. The com-
pany, which has been in business 
since 1929, has been through tough 
times before.

A sudden surplus for MacFarlane

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Workers package pheasants Wednesday at MacFarlane Pheasants in Janesville. The company recently lost most of its 
restaurant and cruise line customers and has plenty of birds to spare.

FOR MORE
To buy pheasants from MacFar-

lane’s, call 608-314-3455 or go to 
pheasantsfordinner.com for more 
information.

To see the PBS episode of 
“Around the Farm Table” featuring 
MacFarlane Pheasant Farm, visit 
gazettextra.com/pheasants_pbs.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER
Terry Tumbarello has had 

to start recent meetings with 
a disclaimer.

“Everything I’m 
about to tell you 
might change 10 
minutes after the 
meeting is over,” 
UW-Whitewater ’s 
director of resi-
dence life for Uni-
versity Housing said 
this week.

Life on campus has 
shifted from business as 
usual and students putting 
away winter coats to online 
classes and packed suitcases 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

On March 18, UW-W 
asked all students living 
in residence halls to leave 
and go home. In that same 
announcement, the univer-
sity said it had decided to 
conduct classes online for the 
rest of the spring semester.

Tumbarello said the 
last few weeks have been 

“hectic and chaotic.” Uni-

versity Housing had to orga-

nize the move-out—or han-

dle exemption requests—for 

nearly 3,800 students who 

live in dorms.

The UW Sys-

tem on March 19 

announced it will 

refund prorated 

charges for housing 

and dining, a deci-

sion that university 

chancellors agreed 

with, according to 

a news release. The 

reimbursements will 

come before the end of the 

spring academic calendar 

and will exclude scheduled 

spring breaks.

“We recognize the tre-

mendous upheaval this pan-

demic has inflicted on the 

lives of our students, and 

we appreciate their patience 

and their sacrifice,” UW Sys-

tem President Ray Cross said 

in the release. “This reim-

bursement is the right thing 

to do.”

T h e  m o v e - o u t , 

UW-W dorms 
empty out

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Students were moving their personal belongings out of  
residence halls Wednesday at UW-Whitewater.

Tumbarello

Docked cruise ships 
among pheasant farm’s 

regular customers

By Andrew Taylor and Lisa Mascaro

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Senate late Wednesday 

passed an unprecedented $2.2 

trillion economic rescue pack-

age steering aid to businesses, 

workers and health care sys-

tems engulfed by the coronavirus 

pandemic.

The unanimous vote came 

despite misgivings on both sides 

about whether it goes too far or 

not far enough and capped days of 

difficult negotiations as Washing-

ton confronted a national chal-

lenge unlike it has ever faced.

The 880-page measure is 

the largest economic relief 

bill in U.S. history. Majority 

Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 

appeared somber and exhausted 

as he announced the vote—and 

he released senators from Wash-

ington until April 20, though he 

promised to recall them if needed.

“The legislation now before us 

now is historic because it is meant 

to match a historic crisis,” said 

Minority Leader Chuck Schumer, 

D-N.Y. “Our health care system is 

not prepared to care for the sick. 

Our workers are without work. 

Our businesses cannot do busi-

ness. Our factories lie idle. The 

gears of the American economy 

have ground to a halt.”

The package is intended as 

relief for an economy spiral-

ing into recession or worse and 

a nation facing a grim toll from 

an infection that has killed 

more than 21,000 people world-

wide. Treasury Secretary Steven 

Mnuchin, asked how long the aid 

would keep the economy afloat, 

said: “We’ve anticipated three 

months. Hopefully, we won’t need 

this for three months.”

Underscoring the effort’s 

sheer magnitude, the bill finances 

a response with a price tag that 

equals half the size of the entire 

Students, administrators endure  
‘hectic,’ ‘chaotic’ week on campus

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The city of Janesville declared a 

state of emergency Wednesday, one 

day after Gov. Tony Evers’ safer at 

home order went 

into effect.

C i t y  M a n -

ager Mark Freitag 

announced the 

decision in a news 

release.

“It is now time to 

implement a State 

of Emergency dec-

laration in the City of Janesville,” 

Freitag says in the release. “This 

is an administrative function that 

allows the City to acquire addi-

tional supplies, personal protective 

equipment and other resources to 

continue to respond to COVID-19 

effectively. I am confident in the 

City’s emergency management 

team and all city employees who 

continue to serve their community 

during this challenging time.”

City of Janesville declares state of emergency

Freitag

Pronouncement allows 
for added flexibility

Turn to DORMS on Page 5A

Turn to CITY on Page 5A

Turn to SURPLUS on Page 4A

Lawsuit filed
The city of Green Bay filed 

a federal lawsuit against 

the state of Wisconsin to 

try to get the scheduled 

April 7 election moved. 

Page 2A

Paradise lost ... for now
The Brewers were supposed 

to start the regular season 

today against the Cubs.  

The delay has affected the  

annual tradition of one 1994 

Craig High grad. Page 1B

quick kicks
Gazette wire services

TV

Group bingeing

Tired of watching Netflix 

alone while quarantined due to 

the coronavirus pandemic?

Twoseven, a share-watch-

ing streaming platform, allows 

users to watch their favorite TV 

shows, movies and Youtube vid-

eos together while social dis-

tancing.
Users can sign up for a free 

account through their email, 

Google or Facebook accounts. 

All invited view-

ers must have 

an account with 

Twoseven.

According 

to the site’s fre-

quently asked 

questions page, 

each participant 

must have his or 

her own account 

and login infor-

mation for Netflix, 

Amazon and HBO to 

watch together. If the 

streaming provider 

allows multiple users 

on the same account, 

users can use the same 

account on Twoseven, 

as well.
Twoseven users can 

watch videos together by 

using the internet browser 

Chrome, as the site calls for an 

additional Chrome extension 

download.

After deciding who they 

want to watch with, participants 

kicks
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Food & Drink

New restaurant reviewer Aaron R. 

Conklin checks out the barbecue at 

The Thirsty Cow in Fitchburg. Page 6C

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

ANESVILLE—The 

ability to make a 

want to see your creativ-

ity and see how our com-

munity can continue 

to inspire through the 

arts during this difficult 

time,” JPAC said in its 

Small-screen Cinema

The rules are simple: Create 

a script. Use your children, 

spouses, parents, dogs, 

cats, paper cutouts or  

Janesville Performing Arts Center rallies smartphone filmmakers to get creative while confined

MUSIC FROM HOME

The Janesville Performing Arts Center is planning a 

series of live-streamed concerts by local musicians as a 

response to the novel coronavirus crisis.

No dates have been set as of yet for JPAC’s “Virtual 

e Home Sessions.”J

Creating action
Janesville Performing 

Arts Center asking 

residents to record 

and submit films they 

make while confined to 

home. kicks, inside

In the Senate, it’s unanimous
Desperately sought virus relief bill advances to House
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