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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Douglas C. Ellefson
•Carl Otto Helling Sr.
•Michael D. Knipp
•Madelyn T. Lobbins
•Robert E. Maryott
•Nancy Sue McCormick-Blakslee

•William C. Meinke
•Thomas Eugene Parr
•Dolores Olive Reese
•Ruth Elva Rust
•Michael Finley Schmidley
•Robert “Bob” H. Tomten

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 34  

Sun and some 
clouds

More on 7A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Steve Preston was between 
meetings in Puerto Rico when 
he called The Ga-
zette for a pre-ar-
ranged interview 
Wednesday.

The former 
secre tary  of 
Housing and Ur-
ban Development 
and administra-
tor of the Small 
Business Admin-
istration is a Janesville native, a 
graduate of Parker High School.

He’s consulting on a rebuilding 
project in the U.S. island territo-
ry through the Rockefeller Foun-
dation. It’s a realm he worked 
in through his two government 
jobs during the George W. Bush 

By Zeke Miller and Robert Burns

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump said 

Wednesday that the number of 
military troops deployed to the 
U.S.-Mexican border could reach 
15,000—roughly double the num-
ber the Pentagon said it currently 
plans for a mission whose dimen-
sions are shifting daily.

The Pentagon said “more than 
7,000” troops were being sent to 
the Southwest border to support 
the Customs and Border Protec-
tion agents. Officials said that 
number could reach a maximum 
of about 8,000 under present 
plans.

The troop numbers have been 
changing at a dizzying pace, with 
Trump drawing a hard line on 

Gazette staff

JANESVILLE
Yellow police tape advising “crime scene 

do not cross” encircled a tree Wednesday 
in the 1500 block of Holiday Drive, joining 
decorative Halloween tape reading “haunt-
ed house” and “no trespassing.”

Police used the yellow tape to close off the 
scene of a shots-fired incident in the neigh-

borhood on the city’s northeast side. A sus-

pect was taken into custody 

shortly after the call, and a 

gunshot victim was taken to 

a hospital, Sgt. Chad Pearson 

said.

The victim, a 32-year-old 

Janesville man, was in sur-

gery at Mercyhealth Hos-

pital and Trauma Center 

on Wednesday night with 

multiple gunshot wounds to 

his hand, legs and upper torso, Lt. Charles 

Aagaard said.

Aagaard described the wounds as serious 
but not life threatening.

A suspect, Dominick K. Verdina, 22, of 
1515 Holiday Drive, was arrested Wednesday 
night on a charge of attempted second-de-
gree intentional homicide, police said.

Verdina was taken into custody soon 
after the shooting, without incident, some 
blocks away from the shooting scene, at 
Black Bridge and Alden roads, Aagaard said.

A handgun has been recovered, Aagaard 
said.

As of about 6 p.m., police were still trying 

City native 
taking reins 
at Goodwill

Preston

 Æ Parker High graduate  
will be organization’s CEO

1 hurt, 1 arrested in shooting
Police: Victim, shooter  

had  ‘ongoing disagreement’

Above: Aiden Gorman, 
11, dressed as the Grim 
Reaper, stands in Cyn-
die Hoiberg’s driveway 
surrounded by Halloween 
decorations Wednesday 
on Randolph Road in 
Janesville. Left: A pair of 
trick-or-treaters explore 
Hoiberg’s garage full of 
Halloween decor. See more 
photos of children in their 
Halloween costumes on 
Page 8A.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

A night  
for frights

Turn to SHOOTING on Page 7A

Turn to PRESTON on Page 7A

Verdina

A growing  
deployment?

Number of troops  
at border could go as 
high as 15,000: Trump

Turn to BORDER on Page 6A

Open enrollment for ACA plans starts today
People have until Dec. 15 to sign up for care through the Affordable 

Care Act’s marketplace, where premiums have stabilized. Page 7B

Republicans stop in Beloit, Milton
Walker, Vukmir make campaign stops in Rock County the same day new  

Marquette University Law School poll results came out. Pages 2A, 3A
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Food & Drink
Rockford, Illinois, restaurant Capri 
brings back some fond memories 
for restaurant review team. Page 6C

By Catherine W. Idzerda
cidzerda@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Define 
your community. 
These days, it’s pretty 
easy to do.

With the country more 
divided than ever, people 
tend to migrate to those 
who share their political 
views.

This Saturday, First 
Event, the Academy 
Singers and the Beloit 
Janesville Symphony Or-
chestra come together to 
host “Music to Move Our 
World.” The concert will 
feature children’s 
and adult 
choirs, cho-
ral and or-
chestral 
music 
and a 
chance 
for au-
dience 
mem-

�

�

By Greg Little
glittle@gazettextra.com

J
which is very similar to the 
movie. And there are a lot 

to turn people away. We 
learned tha

 Æ Music groups hoping 
concert can foster unity

Seeking 
solidarity 
through 

song

Addison 
Schuh, left, 
stars as Ariel 
and Kendyl 
Van Kirk as 
Ursula during 
rehearsals 
for Parker 
High School’s 
upcoming 
production of 
Disney’s  
‘The Little 
Mermaid.’

IF YOU GO
What: Parker High School production of Disney’s “The Little Mermaid”
When: 7 p.m. Fridays-Satur

Penny Hazeltine 
photo

A show with some depth
Parker High to present Disney’s ‘Little Mermaid’ starting Nov. 9

Under the sea
‘The Little Mermaid’ 

coming to Parker 

High stage. kicks, 
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