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School janitor charged
Janesville man who worked as 

night custodian at Parker High 

School was charged with five 

counts of possessing child  

pornography. Page 3A

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A-7A
•Helen M. Brekken
•LeRoy Richard Carlson
•Sidney J. Carlson
•Delbert L. Diehl
•Hannah M. Flatt

•Ralph Russell Hall
•Carl J. Jung
•Carlos Moronez
•Gale H. Potter
•Timothy J. Pipitone

•Lillian I. Rittenhouse
•Tanya Marie Sperry
•Larry A. Stevens
•Nancy L. Swenson
•Ruth Janet Wendler

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 80 | Low 66  

Cloudy, breezy;  
a p.m. t-storm
More on 7A

By Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump said 

Wednesday that Russia is no lon-

ger targeting the United States, 

contradicting his top intelligence 

adviser’s warning days ago that 

“the lights are blinking red” about 

cyberattacks and reigniting bi-

partisan concerns over his recent 

embrace of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin.

The presi -

dent’s flat “no” 

came in response 

to a reporter’s 

question during 

a White House 

meeting with 

the Cabinet. Two 

hours later, White 

House press sec-

retary Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

said Trump was only saying “no” 

to answering any questions, yet 

the reporter and others disputed 

her claim.

“Is Russia still targeting the 

U.S.?” the reporter asked as a 

small media group was being 

ushered out of the room.

“No,” Trump responded, look-

ing directly at the questioner. He 

went on to say, “We are doing very 

well, probably as well as anybody 

has ever done with Russia.”

The president’s apparent de-

nial of an ongoing threat from 

Russia contradicted his chief 

intelligence adviser, Director of 

National Intelli-

gence Dan Coats, 

who on Friday 

compared warn-

ing signs of cyber-

attacks by Russia 

to intelligence 

rumblings before 

the Sept. 11, 2001, 

terrorist attacks.

“The warning 

lights are blinking red again,” 

Coats said. “Today, the digital 

infrastructure that serves this 

country is literally under attack.”

Coats, a former Republican 

senator from Indiana, has also 

said that Russia has not been de-

Sheriff hopefuls talk shop

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A
s the Monterey lagoon drains away 
through the partially demolished 
Monterey Dam, residents flock to 

the dam to witness its demise.

On Wednesday afternoon, dozens of on-

lookers came and went. Some were there 

to watch the dam’s demolition, which 

picked up again Wednesday with work 

going on under the Center Avenue bridge.

Others were there to fish a slack pool in 

Rock River next to roiling rapids rushing 

over sections of the partially demolished 

dam. A few hundred feet away, a worker in 

a backhoe with a jackhammer tip moved 

through the river and chiseled away at the 

170-year old spillway.

Visitors on Wednesday voiced hope, 

uncertainty and opposition to the city’s 

removal of the dam.

One man, who would identify himself 

only as “Jeff” watched a crowd of about 

25 people mill around. He said he never 

figured so much attention would come to a 

dam he said has been mostly ignored.

“I’ve been coming out here years for 

fishing. I come every day in the summer. 

Every day. I’ve never seen most of these 

people before,” he said. “Some people are 

crying. I seen them crying. I’ve never even 

seen them out here until last week.”

Janesville resident Philip Schuman 

stopped while on a bike ride to check out 

President 
denies  

midterm 
meddling

Witnesses to change
Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

Mark Krisman and his wife Kathy watch the Monterey Dam demolition Wednesday. Mark said they came to remember the history.

Residents stop to watch 
Monterey Dam removal

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

BELOIT

Politics are a problem when 

it comes to running the Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office.

At least that seems to be the 

opinion of Jude Maurer, a sher-

iff ’s office captain and candidate 

for sheriff.

“No politics, no entitlements, 

no controversies” was the slogan 

Maurer voiced at least twice at 

a candidates forum Wednesday 

in a packed board room at the 

Kolak Education Center.

Maurer suggested that pol-

itics have kept county law en-

forcement from merging the 

three SWAT teams maintained 

by Janesville and Beloit police 

and the sheriff ’s office.

Maurer said he would work to 

merge the units to save money, 

something he said has been dis-

cussed for years but didn’t hap-

pen because of “the power play.”

Maurer said he is running as 

a Republican not out of politi-

cal leanings, but because he was 

told if he ran as a Democrat, he 

would be an also-ran in the pri-

mary, and the person who ran 

previously—apparently candi-

date Gary Groelle—would win.

Maurer said he would not be 

a career sheriff, and he would 

serve either one or two four-year 

terms before retiring.

Maurer, Groelle and Troy 

Knudson are the three sheriff 

candidates. Groelle and Knud-

son face off in the Aug. 14 pri-

mary. Maurer faces the winner 

in the Nov. 6 election.

Knudson said he is “very 

pleased with how the sheriff ’s of-

fice is operating,” but he called for 

improvements, including more 

training so deputies are better 

prepared for encounters with 

members of minority groups.

When asked about fears 

among local Latinos about un-

fair arrests and being deported, 

the candidates all indicated they 

would not change current prac-

tices.

Knudson said fairness and 

justice are important to him, but 

Forum discussion 
held in Beloit

Turn to WITNESSES on Page 7A

Top adviser warned  
of ongoing attacks  
in testimony Friday

Trump
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RELATED
• Military members react: Trump’s 

oscillations on Russia draw mixed reactions 
from the U.S. military community./5B

Plenty of uncertainty
The latest Marquette University 

Law School poll finds many voters 

unsure of how they’ll vote in next 

month’s primary election. Page 2A


Classic war planes flying into Janesville 

this weekend. kicks, inside

Turn to SHERIFF on Page 7A

Right now, it looks like a big mess. I’ll give you that. I can see how people might be upset.  

But I can see the big picture. It’s going to be better, an improvement, I think.

Janesville resident Philip Schuman on the area upstream of the Monterey Dam
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