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fog in the a.m.
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Alaska shaken
Two earthquakes  

measuring 7.0 and 5.7 

shattered highways  

and rattled residents  

of Alaska on Friday.  

Page 6B

George H.W. Bush dies
The New England-born 41st 

president of the United States 

died Friday at the age of 94.  

He served just one term as  

president but saw his son serve 

two terms in the office. Page 6B

Jets light it up
Janesville’s offense was 

in high gear as the Jets 

scored a 7-4 win over the 

visiting Minnesota  

Wilderness in Friday 

night NAHL play. Page 1B

Lighting of Christmas tree 
signals beginning of weekend’s Jolly Jingle

By Michelle Chapman and Mae Anderson

Associated Press

NEW YORK

Hackers stole information on as many 

as 500 million guests of the Marriott hotel 

empire over four years, obtaining credit 

card and passport numbers and other per-

sonal data, the company said Friday as it 

acknowledged one of the largest security 

breaches in history.

The full scope of the failure was not 

immediately clear. Marriott was trying 

to determine if the records included du-

plicates, such as a single person staying 

multiple times.

The affected hotel brands were operat-

ed by Starwood before it was acquired by 

Marriott in 2016. They include W Hotels, 

St. Regis, Sheraton, Westin, Element, Aloft, 

The Luxury Collection, Le Méridien and 

Four Points. Starwood-branded timeshare 

properties were also affected. None of the 

Marriott-branded chains were threatened.

The crisis quickly emerged as one of the 

biggest data breaches on record.

“On a scale of 1 to 10 and up, this is one 

of those No. 10 size breaches. There have 

only been a few of them of this scale and 

scope in the last decade,” said Chris Wys-

opal, chief technology officer of Veracode, 

a security company.

By comparison, last year’s Equifax hack 

affected more than 145 million people. A 

Target breach in 2013 affected more than 

41 million payment card accounts and ex-

posed contact information for more than 

60 million customers.

Security analysts were especially 

alarmed to learn that the breach began 

in 2014. While such failures often span 

months, four years is extreme, said Yona-

tan Striem-Amit, chief technology officer 

of Cybereason.

It was unclear what hackers could do 

Associated Press

BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
Divisions among the world leading econo-

mies emerged from the moment their leaders 
gathered Friday in Argentina: Donald Trump 
struck his own deals and angered allies, and 
the leaders of Russia and Saudi Arabia bonded 
amid criticism from European powers.

U.S. negotiators blocked progress at the 
Group of 20 summit on managing migration, 
slowing climate change, and streamlining how 
world trade is governed, according to European 
officials involved in the discussions.

Security concerns also weighed on the two-
day talks in Buenos Aires. Argentina’s security 
minister said eight gasoline bombs were discov-
ered in an area of the capital several miles from 
the summit venue where a protest in the af-

ternoon drew thou-
sands of demonstra-
tors who held up 
banners with slo-
gans like “Go away 
G-20” and “Go away 
Trump.”

The whole point 
of the G-20—formed 
in the wake of the 
global financial cri-
sis a decade ago—is 
finding ways to solve 
global problems 
together, but diplo-
mats in Buenos Ai-
res struggled to find 
enough things all the 
leaders agree on.

Trump sought to use the summit to make 
his own trade deals, and angered the Argentine 
hosts by misconstruing their position on China’s 
trade practices.

Meanwhile, two men under heavy criticism 
from the West lately—Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman—appeared to seek refuge in each 
other, bonding with a tough-guy hand grab as 
the leaders sat down around a huge round table 
for talks.

Argentine President Mauricio Macri kicked 
off the summit by acknowledging divisions 
within the G-20 while urging world leaders 
to have a “sense of urgency” and take actions 
“based on shared interests.”

Diplomats from the Group of 20 coun-
tries were haggling hard over a final summit 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Shirley Worley considers the vacant 

building next door to be both an eye-

sore and a safety concern.

The Janesville woman lives next to 

an empty house on Linn Street, one 

of 101 properties originally listed on a 

vacant building registry compiled by 

the city.

The home has drab clapboard sid-

ing and a disheveled string of lights 

hanging above the door. The lawn is 

unraked, and in summer it is mowed 

only if Worley does it herself or if she 

complains to the city, she said.

Worley also remembers when some-

one tried to break into the house’s ga-

rage. Now she hopes the city—which 

recently took control of the foreclosed 

property—will take a more active role 

in finding a tenant.

Janesville’s vacant building registry 

gives the city an inventory of where 

such properties are. It also is intended 

to encourage those property owners to 

fix up their buildings and get them back 

on the real estate market.

A Gazette review of the registry 

shows the vast majority of properties 

are up to date with tax payments. And 

only a handful of entities—either banks 

Janesville residents believe city registry is helpful to filling vacant properties

Marriott breach exposed data of up to 500 million guests
Hackers had access to data 
over a period of four years

A ‘good first step’

Left: Sisters Ada, left, and Norah Westness have their photo taken in front of the 
Christmas tree at Lower Courthouse Park in Janesville on Friday following the 
lighting ceremony.

Below: Children gather at the front of the stage as the lights for the Christmas tree 
are turned on at Lower Courthouse Park on Friday as part of Janesville’s Jolly Jingle, 
a weekend of holiday-related activities across town. More information on holiday 
activities taking place today and Sunday can be found at www.janesvillejollyjingle.
com.

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

G-20 summit 
stumbles on 

trade, climate
Trump strikes his own deals,  

angers allies as divisions emerge
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Two men under heavy 

criticism from the West 

lately—Russian President 

Vladimir Putin and Saudi 

Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman—appeared to 

seek refuge in each other, 

bonding with a tough-guy 

hand grab as the leaders 

sat down around a huge 

round table for talks.
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