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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Shirley J. Andrews
•Joan Byerley
•Georgene M. Danger
•L. Christine McDannell

•Robert D. Raymond
•Carol S. Tirpak
•Pauline E. Wiedmer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 28 | Low 20  

Partly sunny
More on 7A

Shopko on the ropes?
A supplier of prescription drugs 
to the Wisconsin-based retailer 
said the chain is expected to file 
bankruptcy next week. Page 3A

Wild win for Marquette
A buzzer beater by Sam Hauser and 
53 points from Markus Howard give 
the Golden Eagles their first road 
win of the season, a 106-104  
decision over Creighton. Page 1B

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Gov. Tony Evers campaigned on the promise to 

increase funding for public schools by $1.4 billion 

and now a bipartisan legislative task force that 

heard from parents, teachers and others across 

Wisconsin is also calling for significant increases 

in state spending and local property taxes.

Commission co-chair Sen. Luther Olsen, a 

Republican who also chairs the Senate’s Education 

Committee, said Wednesday that he hopes the 

panel’s report released last week provides an op-

portunity for Republicans and Democrats to work 

with Evers on school funding.

“I don’t think any of this stuff is going to be 

easy,” Olsen said. “I would like to say the hard work 

is done, but the hard work is just beginning. Now 

the rubber meets the road.”

Evers, when asked about the report after tour-

ing a Madison elementary school Wednesday, 

called it a “great first start.” The Democrat said 

he expected there would be areas of overlap with 

what he will propose, but he didn’t specify what 

exactly.

Evers, who was state schools superintendent 

until being elected governor, had proposed a 10 

percent funding increase for schools at a cost of 

Door toward bipartisanship opens

Steve Apps/Wisconsin State Journal via AP
Accompanied by Lt. Gov. Mandela Barnes, left, and state schools Superinten-
dent Carolyn Stanford Taylor, Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers addresses the media 
Wednesday after touring Mendota Elementary School in Madison.

By Jennifer Haberkorn

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
A day after calling for a 

bipartisan compromise to 
resolve the partial govern-
ment shutdown, President 
Donald Trump stormed out 
of a White House negotiating 
session Wednesday when 
Democratic leaders refused 
to agree to his demand for 
taxpayer funds to build a 
southern border wall.

“Just left a meeting with 
Chuck and Nancy, a to-
tal waste of time,” Trump 
tweeted afterward. He said 
he asked House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi of California 
and Senate Minority Leader 
Charles E. Schumer of New 

York if they would agree to 
end the shutdown, now in its 
20th day, in return for funds 
for a wall or steel barrier, 
one of his major campaign 
promises.

“Nancy said, NO. I said 
bye-bye, nothing else works!” 
the president tweeted.

Democratic leaders ac-
cused the president of 
throwing a temper tantrum.

“The president slammed 
the table, asked Speaker 
Pelosi if she would support 
his wall and when she said 
no, he walked out and said, 
‘We have nothing to talk 
about,’” Schumer said. “He 
didn’t get his way and he just 
walked out of the meeting.”

Pelosi said a wall will 
not resolve the problems 
currently experienced at 
the border. “What Trump is 
claiming to be the situation 

Dems again reject 
wall funding; Trump 

said to storm out

Task force matches Evers’ call 
for increased school funding

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

CLINTON
After nearly two years of 

consideration, the Clinton 

School Board unanimous-

ly approved placing a 

sweeping facilities referen-

dum on the April 2 ballot 

Wednesday night.

The $41.9 million ref-

erendum calls for shutter-

ing the district’s timeworn 

elementary and middle 

schools—which are each 

more than 60 years old—

and building a new 4K 

through sixth-grade cam-

pus on district-owned 

land next to Clinton High 

School.

Seventh and eighth 

grades would move to 

the high school building, 

which is about 60 percent 

occupied and would be 

renovated. The tax impact 

would be an additional $22 

a month on a home valued 

at $100,000.

A new 4K through sixth-

grade campus would ac-

commodate 600 students 

and cost $32.8 million to 

build. Upgrades at the high 

school, which would in-

clude a new roof, gym floor 

and asphalt repairs, would 

cost $3.6 million. Costs for 

security enhancements 

and interior renovations at 

the high school are estimat-

ed at $1.9 million.

The board’s vote comes 

after years of facilities 

studies and community 

meetings on potential ref-

erendums. Board members 

last year tabled a similar 

$39.9 million referendum 

that would have been on 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Clinton Elementary School students pass through the school’s main hallway as they 
leave for home Wednesday afternoon. A $41.9 million facilities referendum for the Clin-
ton School District will be on the spring ballot after school board members approved 
the referendum Wednesday night. If the referendum passes, the district will build a new 
4K to sixth-grade elementary school, renovate the existing high school and possibly 
demolish the former elementary and middle school. The buildings slated for demolition 
are more than 60 years old and were built with asbestos

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 7A

Clinton’s chance to rebuild

Associated Press
Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi addresses the media 
Wednesday after a meeting at the White House to discuss a 
way to end the government shutdown. Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer said President Donald Trump ‘slammed the ta-
ble’ when Pelosi told Trump she would not provide funding for a 
border wall in exchange for ending the shutdown.

Referendum OK’d Wednesday includes new building, razing old ones

A new 4K through sixth-grade campus would accommodate 600 students 

and cost $32.8 million to build. Upgrades at the high school, which would 

include a new roof, gym floor and asphalt repairs, would cost $3.6 million.

RELATED
• Affordable Care Act lawsuit: Gov. Tony Evers 

sent Attorney General Josh Kaul a letter advising him to change 
Wisconsin’s ‘stance’ in a federal lawsuit challenging the federal 
Affordable Care Act./2A

Outburst described 
as temper tantrum
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