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nard) Utzig

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 22  

Partly sunny
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Sid Schwartz/sschwartz@gazettextra.com
Needles of hoarfrost cling to a tree near Monterey Stadium in Janesville on Monday morning as ducks take wing from the Rock River. 
Hoarfrost is formed when moisture in the air, such as from fog, collects on surfaces and freezes, according to AccuWeather. The forecast 
for the rest of the week calls for high temperatures above freezing.

Frosty scenes

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The second murder trial in a Decem-

ber 2017 stabbing death in Janesville has 

been delayed again because the COVID-

19 pandemic has made court officials 

unsure if they can safely hold the pro-

ceedings in February.

Julian D. Collazo, 24, already had a 

trial on the homicide charge he faces in 

the death of Christine H. Scaccia-Lubeck, 

43, who was found stabbed to death in 

her home Dec. 9, 2017.

That October 2019 trial ended in a mis-

trial because jurors could not agree on a 

verdict. Collazo has pleaded not guilty to 

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

Republicans who con-

trol the Wisconsin Legisla-

ture introduced a sweeping 

COVID-19 bill Monday, the 

first day of the session, and 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 

said lawmakers will fast track 

it and pass it later in the week.

The measure, which would 

prohibit mandatory vaccina-

tions for COVID-19, got a luke-

warm response from Gov. Tony 

Evers, who didn’t say whether 

he would sign or veto the bill. 

Evers had been working with 

Republicans for weeks on 

a measure both sides could 

agree to, but Republicans on 

Monday ditched that potential 
compromise.

The Republican coronavirus 
proposal differs in many ways 
from what Evers called on the 
Legislature to pass, although it 
also includes many ideas Dem-
ocrats support. Evers’ spokes-
woman Britt Cudaback said it 
was “disappointing” that law-
makers weren’t taking up what 
the governor put forward.

“Wisconsinites deserve leg-
islators who will put politics 
aside and work together to do 
what’s best for the people of 
our state,” Cudaback said.

Under the Republican 
bill, unemployed people 
could receive benefits imme-
diately, instead of waiting a 

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

When Pat Slane graduated from 

UW-Whitewater in 1977 with a double 

major in physics education and mathe-

matics, he was eager to begin his teach-

ing career.

If someone had told him then that he 

would spend nearly 30 years working 

with NASA, Slane would have laughed. 

He knew he had the ability, but the aca-

demics and the job itself would have 

been intimidating.

“If you would have told me that then, 

I would have said, ‘I don’t even know 

what it takes to do that. I don’t even 

know how that’s a possibility or what 

it would take to get to a position like 

that,’” he said.

In September, Slane was named the 

director of NASA’s Chandra X-Ray Cen-

ter in Massachusetts. He oversees the 

staff that operates the Chandra X-Ray 

Observatory satellite, crunches the data 

it provides and shares the data with sci-

entists worldwide.

The observatory is a NASA mission 
that stars an orbiting X-ray satellite in 
space. Researchers submit proposals for 
the concepts and structures they want 
to study, such as X-rays emitted from 
black holes or stars, and the observatory 
staff commands the telescope to look at 
the objects, collect data and share it.

Slane is the third director of the proj-
ect, which was initially launched into 
space in 1999 as a three-year program 
with a possible two-year extension. Its 
usefulness has kept it around much lon-
ger, which is no surprise to Slane.

After earning his bachelor’s degrees 

By Jonathan Lemire and Kate Brumback

Associated Press

ATLANTA

President Donald Trump’s ongo-

ing efforts to overturn the 2020 elec-

tion results—laid out in stark detail in 

an hourlong weekend 

phone call with a Geor-

gia election official—are 

demonstrating his unrestrained deter-

mination to maintain a grip on power no 

matter the consequences for the nation’s 

democratic traditions.

Trump, in a Saturday phone call, 

pressed Secretary of State Brad Raffen-

sperger to “find” enough votes to overturn 

Joe Biden’s win in the state’s presidential 

GOP goes its own way
Lawmakers introduce virus relief bill with vaccine, health policy restrictions

Amber Arnold/Wisconsin State Journal via AP
Assembly Majority Leader Jim Steineke, R-Kaukauna, left, talks with 
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos, R-Rochester, during the first 2021-22 
legislative session at the Capitol in Madison on Monday.
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A deep appreciation for deep space
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Collazo’s first appearance 
before jury in murder case 

ended with mistrial

UW-W alum directs facility 
that studies celestial X-rays
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Pharmacist in court
The man accused of  

intentionally leaving 

COVID-19 vaccines out  

to go bad appeared virtually  

in Ozaukee County Court  

on Monday. Page 2A

Parker nets a win
Janesville Parker’s boys 

basketball team jumped 

out to an early lead 

against Beloit Turner and 

improved its record to 9-3 

with a 65-51 win. Page 1B

Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........38 -8 12,327
Deaths ........0 -1 115
 Total Change
Hosp. .....24 (Dec. 30) -14 (from Nov. 23)
Monday’s positivity rate: 32%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=cc3091be-6983-5cef-a5bf-7022d3f57d3d

