Missing teen found alive

Bluebirds overpowered

Jayme Closs, the girl missing from
Barron since October, was found
alive in Douglas County on Thursday
after apparently escaping from
captivity and asking a neighbor
to call for help. Page 6A

Janesville’s co-op high school
hockey team allowed four
power-play goals to Madison
Memorial in a 6-2 loss
Thursday night. Page 1B
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YMCA turns over records

GOVERNMENT
SHUTDOWN: DAY 21

But attorney representing group of former members calls them ‘inadequate’
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

An attorney for a group of concerned
YMCA members said documents released
by the Y on Thursday do not satisfy the
group’s request for records, and they have
not ruled out a lawsuit.

David Moore, a Janesville attorney who
is representing of a group of 52 current and
former Y members, used the term “wholly
inadequate” to describe the financial and
governance documents YMCA of Northern
Rock County Board President Jeff Jensen
emailed his group.
The Y had turned over IRS 990 tax filings,
bylaws and other governance documents for

the Janesville-based nonprofit corporation
and its foundation. They were part of a larger records request Moore’s group sent the Y
in a letter last week, threatening to bring a
lawsuit against the Y if it failed to provide
adequate disclosure of documents.
The Y in its response sent several emails
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Associated Press
President Donald Trump walks
down the stairs from Air Force One
at McAllen International Airport in
McAllen, Texas, near the border with
Mexico.

Emergency
declaration
idea gains
momentum
Army Corps instructed
to find available money
By Jill Colvin, Lisa Mascaro,
Colleen Long and Lolita C. Baldor
Associated Press
WASHINGTON

“Even though prices were
somewhat depressed, the yields
in this area were very good,”
Johnson said. “Producers who
were well capitalized made some
money in 2018, and it reflected
in our business at year-end when
they’re making decisions to purchase equipment.”
He did say some farmers are
making more repairs to extend
the life of their old machinery.

The Trump administration is
considering using billions in unspent disaster relief funds earmarked for areas including hurricane-pounded Puerto Rico and
Texas and more than a dozen other
states to pay for President Donald
Trump’s border wall as he weighs
signing a national emergency
declaration to get it built without
Congress.
The White House has directed
the Army Corps of Engineers to
comb through its budget, including $13.9 billion in emergency
funds that Congress earmarked
last year, to see what money could
be diverted to the wall as part of
a declaration. That’s according to
a congressional aide and administration official familiar with the
matter who spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to speak publicly.
It is the latest sign that the
administration is laying the
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Mark Gunn of O’Leary Gunn Farms looks at a combine Thursday at Johnson Tractor in Janesville.

For farmers, a tough time to buy
Low commodity prices
force tough decisions
By Jim Dayton
jdayton@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

With harvest season in their
tractors’ rearview mirrors, crop
farmers are using the downtime
of winter as preparation season.
Planning seed purchases.

Calculating how much fertilizer they will need this spring.
Considering—perhaps through
gritted teeth—whether to pull
the trigger on buying a major
piece of equipment.
A new combine can retail
for $420,000. A longstanding
downturn in prices for corn,
soybeans and milk has made it
even tougher to commit such an
enormous amount of money.
Some Janesville equipment
dealers are more optimistic than

others.
Leo Johnson, a co-owner
of Johnson Tractor, called it a
“surprisingly brisk” December
for equipment sales. Generally,
farmers wait to make equipment
upgrades until they’re profitable, and there’s not much excess farm income because of low
prices.
But strong corn and soybean
yields in Rock County have
helped farmers weather the financial storm, he said.

‘I just murdered my wife’: Woman stabbed at least 20 times, complaint says
By Jonah Beleckis
jbeleckis@gazettextra.com
ELKHORN

A town of Delavan man charged
Thursday with first-degree intentional
homicide stabbed his wife more than
20 times and is facing life in prison,
according to a criminal complaint filed

in Walworth County Court.
The district attorney charged
Robert J. Scott, 56, with fatally stabbing his wife, Rochelle R. Scott, 58,
on Sunday at their home at 4003 S.
Channel Drive. Records show Rochelle
filed for divorce Dec. 20.
“I just murdered my wife,” Robert
said in a 911 call, according to the

complaint. He also said, “I stabbed
her,” and “She’s dead.”
A conviction on the homicide
charge means life in prison.
At about 10:36 a.m. Sunday, town
of Delavan police found Robert standing in the driveway while Rochelle was
dead from stab wounds, her body inside the house, the complaint states.
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TODAY’S WEATHER

•Barbara Ann Deegan
•Mary A. (née Terry) Grandle
•Joe Lord
•Pamela M. Ruhff

High 35 | Low 28
Rather cloudy
More on 7A

Classified . . . . . .7B-8B
Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B
Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .4B

The 911 call shows Robert said in
advance he would be waiting in the
driveway.
“I won’t be any problem,” he said,
according to the complaint. “I’ll be
unarmed.”
When police arrived, they ordered
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