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Play to win
The Janesville Craig  

girls soccer team cruised 

past short-handed  

Parker for a Big Eight 

Conference win on 

Thursday. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 47  
Sunshine giving 

way to clouds
More on 11A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........24 -5 16,075
Deaths ........ 1 +1 175
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 15 (May 13) -8 (from May 6)
Thursday’s positivity rate: 19%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
United States Army Staff Sgt. Sean Anders assists the Janesville Patriotic Society with putting up flags along major road-
ways throughout Janesville on Thursday ahead of Memorial Day later this month. A remembrance ceremony will take place 
Memorial Day at 8 a.m. in the veterans section of Oak Hill Cemetery. A silent march will begin at the corner of Centerway 
and Main Street at 11 a.m. and travel to Veterans Plaza in Traxler Park for a Memorial Day ceremony.

Memorial Day preparation

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even though the ongoing 

pandemic might bring hurdles 

to new businesses for months—

and even as downtown  west of 

the Rock River grinds through 

its second major street tear-up 

in two years—there are signs 

that a bit of momentum could 

be returning to the area.

Take the planned Wall Street 

Suites: a 6,000-square-foot set 

of office suites and a compan-

ion drive-thru coffee shop that 

a set of local developers says 

could spring up later this year 

just west of Janesville City Hall.

When the city council 

this week approved a zoning 

change and OK’d a $120,000 

tax-incentive package along 

with a transfer of a sliver of city 

land to help ease the Wall Street 

Suites into development, the 

council’s approval came with a 

few wishes of good luck to the 

developers.

Compared to a downtown 

hotel buildout or a multi-

million dollar public-private 

investment in a town square 

that has reshaped Janesville’s 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The location of a future Wall Street Suites office and coffee shop redevelop-
ment project on Janesville’s downtown west side at the intersection of Wall 
Street and North High Street.

Prospects rising
Official: Retail development is significant for west side of downtown

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

They’re like tiny vam-

pires. They bite you and 

drink your blood, which 

gives them the energy to 

produce offspring.

Janesville residents have 

reported being attacked by 

the tiny insects in recent 

weeks. UW-Madison insect 

expert P.J. Liesch said from 

the description, they’re 

most likely black flies.

“I noticed them because 

they were buzzing around 

my head, but I didn’t real-

ize they were biting me 

until later,” said Ann Fiore, 

a Gazette employee.

Fiore estimates she was 

bitten 15 to 20 times on the 

face and neck, even though 

she put a sweater over her 

head to keep them away.

Marcia Merrick of Janes-

ville said she was working 

in the garden Sunday, came 

indoors and ran her hand 

through her hair and felt a 

sticky substance. It was her 

blood.

The bites began to itch 

and turned into a big, hard 

welt, she said.

“It’s still itching today, 

and it’s just starting to go 

down,” Merrick said Thurs-

day.

“They started itching 

that night and swelling a lit-

tle,” Fiore said. “I cleaned off 

the dried blood with alco-

hol. The next day, my left 

eye was almost completely 

swollen shut, and my neck 

was puffy and on fire.”

Fiore applied Benad-

ryl cream and alcohol and 

tried cold compresses, “but 

it was four days before I 

looked normal again.”

Liesch recommends 

anti-itch creams, and if 

people are concerned, they 

should talk to their doctor.

A friend told Merrick 

she took her dog to a vet-

erinarian for suspected 

ringworm, but the ailment 

turned out to be black 

fly bites. The vet told the 

friend that lots of dogs had 

been brought in with the 

same problem.

“For their small size, 

they (the flies) really do 

pack a punch,” Liesch said.

Sometimes, bites can 

enlarge lymph nodes. 

The flies can bother live-

stock, making them run 

around rather than eating, 

which can mean weight 

loss, anemia and less milk 

Photo courtesy UW-Madison 
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A black fly in mid-bite.

Black flies plague 
area residents

Tiny insects ‘really 
do pack a punch’

By Zeke Miller and Michael Balsamo

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In a major step toward return-

ing to pre-pandemic life, the Cen-

ters for Disease Control and Preven-

tion eased mask-wearing guidance 

for fully vaccinated people Thurs-

day, saying they can stop wearing 

masks outdoors in crowds and in 

most indoor settings.

“Today is a great day for Amer-

ica,” President Joe Biden said during 

a Rose Garden address heralding 

the new guidance, an event where 

he and his staff went without masks. 

Hours earlier in the Oval Office, 

where Biden was meeting with vacci-

nated Republican lawmakers, he led 

the group in removing their masks 

when the guidance was announced.

“If you are fully vaccinated, you 

no longer need to wear a mask,” he 

said, summarizing the new guidance 

and encouraging more Americans 

to roll up their sleeves. “Get vacci-

nated—or wear a mask until you do.”

‘Great day for America’: Vaccinated can largely 
ditch masks, CDC says
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