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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A TODAY’S WEATHER
High 24 | Low 3  
Sunny to partly 
cloudy and cold

More on 7A

Pack’s season ends 

in NFC title game
Green Bay hoped for a better 

showing versus San Francisco 

in a second meeting, but the 

49ers dominated in a 

37-20 victory. Page 1B

JPAC announces headliners for gala event
An improv comedian and hypnotist will be featured. Page 3A

Two Hawaii police officers killed Sunday
Men were responding to call near Waikiki Beach. Page 7B

©2020 Adams Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

If you stand quietly at the corner of 

Main and Milwaukee streets, you can 

sometimes hear the television at Legends 

tavern.

It only happens when Green Bay 

Packers games are on. But during those 

games, the volume knob is turned far 

beyond 10—or even 11—to a setting 

called either “Audiologist’s Nightmare” 

or “Packers Plus.”

That’s just one reason the bar at 11 

N. Main St. is referred to as “Little Lam-

beau.” It’s a place for super fans—the 

kind who stick around even when the 

score is 27-0 at halftime. The kind who 

make large batches of mac ‘n cheese or 

chili for complete strangers. The kind 

who bleed green, gold and whatever 

color their beer of choice might be.

When anything good happens—

maybe a first down or a penalty on 

the other team—the crowd at Legends 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville family will give to the 

city land it has farmed for a century in 

lieu of a six-figure payment for road and 

sidewalk improvements along Ruger 

Avenue.

The city will turn the 16 acres at 3901 

Ruger Ave. into a park with native prai-

rie landscaping and a walking path, said 

Cullen Slapak, city parks director.

Janesville, Rock County and the 

state Department of Transportation last 

year collaborated on a project to widen 

Ruger Avenue between Wright Road 

and Highway 14. The project added bike 

lanes, space for on-street parking, side-

walks and curb-and-gutter.

Residents were tasked with paying 

for the sidewalk and curb-and-gutter 

improvements along the 1-mile stretch. 

The Naatz family owned a parcel of 

farmland that stretched along a quar-

ter of that mile.

The Naatz family’s bill totaled 

$130,000, which Bob Naatz and his sis-

ter Sue Dahl said they could not afford.

The city and the family agreed 

exchanging the land for improvements 

was a fair trade, Naatz said.

But the exchange came with a slew 

of emotions for the family, Naatz said. 

Four generations of their family have 

lived and worked on the land. The farm 

used to be much larger, but the 16 acre 

lot is all that’s left, Naatz said.

The family has leased the land to 

farmers in recent years and split the 

Janesville family gives land to city in lieu of hefty payment for road updates

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Bob Naatz and his sister Sue Dahl stand in a field that will be converted into a park with native prairie landscaping.
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DETROIT
To commemorate the 

Rev. Martin Luther King 

Jr., Nicholas Thomas and 

more than 100 other vol-

unteers will board up 

vacant houses, install 

school safety signs and 

make other improve-

ments to a Detroit neigh-

borhood. Their mission 

is to celebrate King’s leg-

acy by being good neigh-

bors and helping lift up a 

primarily black school in 

one of the poorer areas of 

the city.

As Thomas fans out 

across the neighborhood 

with hammer and nails, 

King’s legacy of peace 

and racial and social jus-

tice will be foremost in 

his mind. But at the same 

time, he’s struggling to 

come to grips with the 

deep racial divisions roil-

ing the nation under Pres-

ident Donald Trump.

“Dr. King wanted unity. 

We have Trump separat-

ing immigrants ... the 

wall,” said the 19-year-old 

Thomas, who is black.

As the nation marks the 

holiday honoring King, 

the mood surrounding it 

is overshadowed by dete-

riorating race relations in 

an election season that 

has seen one candidate 

of color after another quit 

the 2020 presidential race.

Two black candi-
dates—U.S. Sens. Kamala 
Harris and Cory Booker—
and the lone candidate of 
Hispanic ancestry, former 
Housing Secretary Julian 
Castro, have dropped out 
of the Democratic race for 
the White House.

“That scares me a 
lot,” said Deja Hood, 21, 
of Chicago, a senior at 
Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity. “Who is going to 
really back our voicing? 
You can’t understand a 
minority if you’ve never 
been in a minority situa-
tion. Even though you can 
advocate for us all day, you 
could never understand 
the issues we go through 
on a daily basis.”

Booker, Harris and Cas-
tro struggled with raising 
money and with polling. 
Asian American entre-
preneur Andrew Yang, 
Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gab-
bard, a Samoan American, 
and black former Massa-
chusetts Gov. Deval Pat-
rick remain in the race 
but are not considered top 
contenders for the Demo-
cratic nomination.

The front-runners in 
the field are all white men 
and women.

“It’s disappointing, 
but really not surprising. 
You look at it and think, 
‘damn, now what?’” said 
Xavier Cheatum, 22, an 
African American senior 

US marks King holiday amid fears  
of deteriorating race relations

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Linda Zett, a longtime Green Bay Packers fan who takes in every game from her seat at Leg-
ends tavern in Janesville, watches as the Packers play the San Francisco 49ers in the NFC 
Championship game Sunday. The 49ers won 37-20, ending Green Bay’s season.

The potluck was great, 
the game not so much

 Æ Football fans gather to cheer, 
but Packers fall in NFC championship

A mutual benefit

A growing 
divide?

Turn to LAND on Page 7A

Turn to PACKERS on Page 7A

Turn to KING on Page 7A
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