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WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
41°/33°

Some sun, then 
clouds and milder

THURSDAY
40°/23°

A little afternoon 
rain

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A

3 running for county board
Incumbent Dave Homan is facing two chal-

lengers in the primary race for the Rock County 
Board in District 26. Longtime county treasurer 
Vicki L. Brown seeks to unseat Homan, who is 
looking to secure his second term. Mario Bull-
ock is also vying for the seat. The primary vote 
will take place Tuesday.

STATE • 2A

GOP stays away from Nehlen
Wisconsin Republicans are distancing them-

selves from Paul Nehlen, a Republican challeng-
er to House Speaker Paul Ryan who has been 
suspended from Twitter after a series of posts 
criticized as being racist or anti-Semitic. Ne-
hlen, who got just 16 percent of the vote against 
Ryan in 2016, is mounting another primary run 
this year.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Conservatives slam budget
While Trump and most of his closest allies 

largely avoided the subject, fiscal conservatives 
lashed out against Monday’s release of Presi-
dent Trump’s $4 trillion-plus budget, which 
would create $7.2 trillion in red ink over the 
next decade if adopted by Congress. That fol-
lows congressional passage of last week’s $400 
billion spending pact, along with massive tax 
cuts, which some analysts predict will push defi-
cits to levels not seen in generations.
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State • 2A

Assembly voted to spend  
$7 million on rural schools and 
allow foster children to attend 
UW System schools for free

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Ralph J. “Bud” Buggs/Janesville
•Felicia M. Cary/Darien
•Harry J. Clement/Elkhorn and Delavan
•James Charles “Jimmy” Dull/Beloit
•Ann M. Gunem/Janesville
•Mary Anne E. Kolberg/Janesville
•Richard Petrick/Madison

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Jason G. Chambers/Janesville
•Ernest E. Sowatzki/Janesville and Edgerton
•Lisa Field Stark/McFarland
•Eunice “Eunie” Staven/Rochester Hills, Michigan

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 12C

Atlantis Taverna  

is Greek food oasis 

in downtown Sun 

Prairie: Livick
quick kicks

THEATER

Shoot the moon

Veteran actors Steve and Joan 

Hay of Delavan return to the local 

stage to 

play 
George 

and 
Charlotte 

Hay in the 

Lakeland 

Players 

Theatre 

production 

of the Ken Ludwig comedy “Moon 

Over Buffalo” starting this 

weekend.

Shows will take place at the 

Sprague Theater, 15 W. Walworth 

St., Elkhorn on Friday-Sunday, 

Feb. 16-18 and 22-24. Shows are at 

7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays 

and at 3 p.m. Sundays.

Cost is $14 per person. For 

tickets or more information, call 

262-723-4848 or visit Lakeland- 

Players.org. Tickets are also 

available at the Elkhorn Chamber 

of Commerce, 203 E. Walworth St., 

Elkhorn.

ANIMALS

Strong dogs

The Humane Society of South-

ern Wisconsin hosts the Alaskan 

Malamute Club of Wisconsin for 

a “Pooch 

Pull” 
weight-pull 

competi-

tion from 

11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. 

Saturday at 

the humane society, 

222 S. Arch St., Janesville.

Capable of pulling more than 

1,000 pounds, malamutes from 

far and wide will compete for top 

honors during the event.

For more information, call the 

humane society at 608-752-5622.

FUNDRAISER

Slip of the lip

Lip Sync Battle 2018, a fund-

raiser for Project 16:49, is planned 

from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday at the 

Pontiac Conven-

tion Center, 

2809 N. 

Pontiac 

Drive, Janes-

ville.
The event 

will feature a series 

of lip-sync performance to raise 

money for the organization, which 

aids Rock County unaccompanied 

homeless youth. There also will 

be 50/50 and bucket raffles, 

music trivia, a nacho bar and table 

snacks and a cash bar.

For tickets or more informa-

tion, visit Project1649.org.

ART

Calling all artists

Applications are available at 

zapplication.org until Thursday, 

March 1, for both the 39th annual 

Art Fair Off the Square and the 

29th annual Winter Art Fair Off 

the Square in Madison.

The Art Fair Off the Square 

takes place July 14-15, and the 

Winter Art Fair Off the Square is 

Nov. 10-11. Both fairs are open to 

all Wisconsin artists and crafts-

people who are ages 18 and older 

and whose 

work is of 

original 

design 

and exe-

cution. 
For more 

information, call Jan Gilkey 

at 920-568-9305 or Lezlie Blanton 

at 608-204-9129.

Editor’s note: Kicks presents 20Q, a 

feature that introduces readers to people 

involved in the area’s arts and entertainment 

community. Compiled by kicks Editor Greg 

Little, each piece will include a short bio, photo 

and answers to questions that provide insight 

into not only that person’s artistic interests but 

also his or her unique personality.

Max Maiken

A Beloit native, Maiken earned a degree in 

economics at Beloit College before landing his 

first jobs: working with the Beloit Janesville 

Symphony Orchestra and 

serving as office manager 

for the Beloit Interna-

tional Film Festival. He 

stepped away eventually, 

spending a year making 

music in Brazil, touring and 

recording with several dif-

ferent bands and artists.

Upon his return to 

the U.S., Maiken pro-

grammed entertainment at a fine arts center 

in Arkansas before eventually finding his way 

back to the Midwest. He re-entered the film 

world via the Hollywood 

Film Festival, where he 

worked in development. 

He has since found his 

way back home to be-

come the new executive 

director for BIFF, a role he 

took over from former ED 

Rod Beaudoin after last 

year’s event.

After watching 

countless films, Maiken 

and his team will present 

the 2018 Beloit Interna-

tional Film Festival from 

Feb. 23-March 4 

in locations 

throughout 

the city. 

To learn 

more, visit BeloitFilmFest.org.

1. You watch hundreds of 

movies each year in preparation 

for BIFF. After that much screen 

time, do you have any desire to 

go see one at a theater for recreation? 

Occasionally. I have felt starved to read more. I 

picked up a subscription to The New Yorker this 

year, which has helped.

2. In your opinion, what is the single 

greatest flaw in films of the modern day? 

The overuse of Deus Ex Machina in script 

writing. Deus Ex Machina is a literary device in 

the script where an unexplained character or 

Angela Major/

amajor@ 

gazettextra .com

Turn to MAIKEN on Page 9C
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BIFF 

buffs

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra .com

B
ELOIT—What do Adam Sandler, Nich-

olas Cage and The Rock all have in 

common?

None of them will be at this year’s 

Beloit International Film Festival ... and 

that’s OK.

Rather than thick layers of 

schmaltzy comedy, frenzied 

dialogue or over-the-top 

CGI, film fans attending 

this year’s 13th edition of 

BIFF will get more than 100 

features, shorts and docu-

mentaries that lean heavily 

on creative storylines and 

thought-provoking subject 

matter. In other words, 

this isn’t popcorn cinema 

(although there will be 

popcorn).

Beloit’s 10-day love letter to movies 

kicks off at 5 p.m. Friday, Feb. 23, with 

three films, a collection of shorts fea-

tured in the annual Wisconsin/Illinois 

Showdown and a live radio production 

of “All About Eve.” By Sunday, March 

4, hundreds of film fanatics will have 

sat through hours of entertainment 

including not only movies but also a 

series of special events celebrating 

the creative process.

So get your tickets and head over 

to Beloit for a day or two or 10. With 

such variety to choose from, you’re 

sure to find something you’ll like.

INSIDE

• What’s playing? 

Get details on all of the films 

being shown at this year’s Beloit 

International Film Festival . 

/Pages 4C-7C

• What to know: Find 

ticket information, venue 

addresses, and get details about 

special events associated with 

BIFF ./Page 9C
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Beloit celebrates all things movies 

during its annual 10-day film festival

COMING THURSDAY

Learn all you need to 
know about this year’s 
Beloit International 
Film Festival ./kicks

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin’s troubled youth prison would 

close by mid-2020 and its inmates would move 

into new or retrofitted facilities that could be 

located around the state under a bipartisan bill 

released Tuesday.

Republican Assembly Speaker Robin Vos 

and GOP Rep. Michael Schraa, chairman of 

the Assembly corrections committee, intro-

duced the bill at a news conference flanked by 

lawmakers from both parties.

“Wisconsin is about to dramatically trans-

form the way juveniles are handled in this 

state,” Schraa said.

Legislators have been grappling for years 

over what to do with the prison outside Irma. 

Federal investigators have been probing allega-

tions of guard-on-inmate abuse at the facility 

for three years. The prison has been the sub-

ject of multiple federal lawsuits, one of which 

resulted in a court order that guards curtail 

the use of solitary confinement, shackles and 

pepper spray. Guards contend the order has 

emboldened inmates to misbehave. The prison 

currently houses about 150 boys and about 20 

girls.

Gov. Scott Walker unveiled an $80 million 

plan last month that calls for moving male in-

mates into five new, smaller regional facilities, 

moving female inmates into a Madison mental 

health facility and transforming the prison into 

an adult facility.

Under the Assembly bill, the prison would 

close by July 1, 2020. Offenders sentenced for 

serious crimes—such as homicide, sexual as-

sault or armed robbery—would be housed in 

new or existing state facilities. The bill doesn’t 

designate how many state facilities would be 

needed, instead creating a study committee to 

make recommendations to the Department of 

Corrections by Nov. 1 of this year.

Less serious offenders would go to coun-

ty facilities. Every county board would have 

to make sure it has enough space to handle 

them. Counties would be allowed to contract 

with other counties to house juveniles or de-

velop plans for joint facilities; not every county 

would be required to set up its own facility.

The state Department of Children and 

Bill would close Lincoln Hills
Assembly wants overhaul 
to juvenile prison system

By Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
Three of the nation’s top intelli-

gence officials confirmed Tuesday 
that they have seen evidence of 
Russian meddling in the upcom-
ing midterm elections—part of 
what they say is Moscow’s escalat-
ing cyber assault on American and 
European democracies.

“We have seen Russian activity 
and intentions to have an impact 
on the next election cycle,” CIA Di-
rector Mike Pompeo told the Sen-
ate intelligence committee.

National Intelligence Director 

Dan Coats and Adm. Mike Rogers, 

the head of the National Security 

Agency, agreed Russia’s interfer-

ence is ongoing.

“This is not going to change or 

stop,” Rogers said.

They didn’t describe the activity 

other than to say it was related to 

information warfare.

“This is pervasive,” Coats said. 

“The Russians have a strategy that 

goes well beyond what is happen-

ing in the United States. While they 

have historically tried to do these 

types of things, clearly in 2016 they 

upped their game. They took ad-

vantage, a sophisticated advantage 

of social media. They are doing that 

not only in the United States but 

doing it throughout Europe and 

perhaps elsewhere.”

U.S. intelligence concluded 

Moscow interfered in the 2016 

presidential election, which has 

led to the current FBI investiga-

tion into possible Trump cam-

paign connections. Russia denies 

‘This is not going to change or stop’
Top intelligence officers 
say Russians targeting 

2018 midterm elections

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra .com

The Gazette took to the streets of 

Janesville and Milton to ask a Valen-

tine’s Day question.

What is the riskiest thing you’ve 

ever done on Valentine’s Day? Or 

what’s the riskiest thing ever done 

to you?

We stopped by Milton House of 

Flowers, where the workers con-

firmed the days leading up to Feb. 

14 are their busiest of the year. Then 

we went to Mitchell’s Coffee Shop 

in downtown Milton and Mocha 

Moment in Janesville.

We found a few people who shun 

the idea of celebrating Valentine’s 

Day.

“I think it’s a scam,” one man in 

Milton said. “It’s a Hallmark holiday. 

If you have to have a special day to 

tell your significant other what they 

mean to you, you ain’t doing some-

thing right.”

Others played along and remi-

nisced about their most memorable 

days.

What (some) people risk for love

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Employees at the Milton House of Flowers confirmed the days lead-
ing up to Feb. 14 are some of the busiest of the year. Turn to RISK on Page 5A

‘To ashes you shall return’

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
The Rev. Paul Ugo Arinze leads students from St. John 

Vianney School in a ceremony to burn the palms given in 
last year’s Palm Sunday service to yield ashes for use in 
today’s Ash Wednesday services at the church. 

Palm Sunday celebrates Christ’s triumphant entry 
into Jerusalem.  It is also the beginning of Holy Week, 
when Christians relive Christ’s last days, his death and 
resurrection, marked by Easter Sunday. 

When the ashes are placed on the forehead of worship-
ers, the priest says, ‘Remember that you are ashes and 

to ashes you shall return.’ Christians know they cannot 

have the joy of Easter and Christ’s resurrection without 

the penitential period of Lent, which begins today with 

Ash Wednesday, and the re-enactment of Christ’s suf-

fering during Holy Week. Burning the ashes is also way 

to help the younger children learn about their faith and 

its traditions. 

‘On the next Palm Sunday they’ll remember this,’ Ugo 

Arinze said.

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Third-graders are doing 

better.
Ninth-graders aren’t doing 

quite as well.
And next year, high school 

seniors are expected to really 
excel.

On Tuesday, Alison DeGraaf, 
the Janesville School District’s 
director of curriculum and in-
struction, updated the school 
board on the district’s five-
year promises. The promises, 
established at the beginning 
of the 2017-18 school year and 
approved by the board in Octo-
ber, include goals for academic 
success, parent and employee 
satisfaction, fiscal responsibil-
ity, and health and safety.

The promises discussed in-
cluded:

 � Every student is known 
by name, strength and need 
by at least one adult.

Why: When students feel 
safe in school and have good 
relationships with teachers, 
they are more likely to succeed 
academically, DeGraaf said.

How it’s measured: Success 
will be measured by respons-
es to the Hope Gallup Survey 
statement “The adults at my 
school care about me.”

Students in fifth through 
12th grades took the survey in 
fall, and the average score was 
3.88 out of 5, DeGraaf said.

 � Teachers will modify in-
struction from direct to en-
gaged and empowered.

Direct instruction is the 
traditional teaching method. 
An example of engaged in-
struction is giving students a 
real-world problem and ask-
ing them to solve it, DeGraaf 
said in an interview before the 
meeting.

RELATED

• Wray causes trouble for Trump 
administration: Also during Tuesday’s 
hearing, the FBI director’s timeline of events 
regarding a former Trump aide’s background 
check contradicted the White House’s ./6B

Turn to MEDDLING on Page 9A

Turn to PRISON on Page 8A

Promise 
progress
School district staff 

report to board  
on various goals

Turn to PROGRESS on Page 8A

Coats Rogers

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Parker’s Jacy Benway fends off Arianna Smith of 
Beloit Memorial during Tuesday’s Big Eight Confer-
ence basketball game at Parker High School. The 
Vikings beat the Purple Knights 68-36 for their 
23rd straight win in the series. Story on Page 1B.

Vikings drop Purple Knights
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