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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 26  

Cloudy
More on 7A

‘Building from within’
Miami Marlins representative 

visits Beloit for first time to see 

progress on Snappers stadium, 

touts Major League Baseball 

team’s farm system. Page 1B

Questions rise
Rock County  

businesses express 

concern over COVID-19 

data gathering by 

health department. 

Page 3A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........73 -16 12,500
Deaths ........ 1 +1 119
 Total Change
Hosp. .....34 (Jan. 6) +10 (from Dec. 30)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 24%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Paul Foster hoses bottling equipment after a production 
run of sodas at Gray Brewing in Janesville on Wednesday. 
The company learned this week of a donation from Barstool 
Sports that will help it weather the pandemic.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A Janesville beverage company will 

get $20,000 a month to help it through 

the pandemic, a company official said.

The donations come from fundrais-

ing by Barstool Sports and its eccen-

tric and controversial founder, Dave 

Portnoy.

“I just feel so honored. There are 

really no words to describe how gen-

erous this is. I can’t believe our little 

voice was heard,” said Sarah Gray of 

Gray Brewing, who helps run the busi-

ness with her brother, Jacob, and their 

father, owner Robert “Fred” Gray.

Gray said she follows Barstool and 

Portnoy on Instagram, and when he 

announced his plans last month, she 

sent an email immediately, explain-

ing the Gray history and how the pan-

demic has hurt the business.

Monday, Barstool asked for a video, 

which Sarah and Fred produced. 

Sarah said she was surprised to get a 

call from Portnoy on Tuesday morn-

ing, telling her of the donation. She 

held her young son in one arm as she 

excitedly responded to the video call.

“I’m still in shock,” Sarah said 

Wednesday.

Gray Brewing got funding through 

the federal Payroll Protection Pro-

gram, which ended in October, and 

then Fred Gray stopped taking a pay-

check, and Sarah cut her hours, Sarah 

said, so the company could maintain 

employees’ pay and health insurance.

The company employs eight peo-

ple, including the family members.

Sarah is going through the frustrat-

ing process of trying to figure out if the 

Associated Press
Police with guns drawn watch as rioters try to break into the 
House Chamber at the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday.

Beverage company gets help through pandemic
$20,000 a month comes 

from digital media company

HAVOC ON THE HILL

RELATED
• Lawmakers 
react: Members  
of Wisconsin’s  
congressional  
delegation decry  
president’s support-
ers who breached the 
US Capitol; Rep. Bryan 
Steil said in a state-
ment he condemned 
‘the reprehensible  
actions of criminals’  
at the Capitol./ 
Page 2A

Pro-Trump mob storms US Capitol in bid to overturn election results

Gazette staff

Lawmakers represent-

ing southern Wisconsin con-

demned the violence on Capi-

tol Hill on Wednesday.

One former state legislator 

called it a coup attempt.

Sharing a video while on 

lockdown, U.S. Rep. Mark 

Pocan said President Donald 

Trump was “inciting domes-
tic terrorism” during an ear-
lier speech before his support-
ers forcibly stormed the U.S. 
Capitol.

“Unfortunately, Donald 
Trump at a rally today basi-
cally told his supporters to 
storm the Capitol and guess 
what? His supporters sheep-
ishly, blindly followed what 

he said and have now broken 

into the U.S. Capitol building,” 

Pocan said in a video shared 

on Twitter at about 2 p.m. 

Wednesday. “We’re on lock-

down. I’m in my office right 

now.”

Still, he said lawmak-

ers would get the process of 

By Lisa Mascaro, Eric Tucker, Mary Clare 

Jalonick and Andrew Taylor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
A violent mob loyal to President 

Donald Trump stormed the U.S. Capi-
tol on Wednesday and forced lawmak-
ers into hiding in a stunning attempt 
to overturn America’s presidential elec-
tion, undercut the nation’s democracy 
and keep Democrat Joe Biden from 
replacing Trump in the White House.

The nation’s elected representatives 
scrambled to crouch under desks and 
don gas marks while police futilely 
tried to barricade the building, one of 
the most jarring scenes ever to unfold 
in a seat of American political power. A 
woman was shot and killed inside the 
Capitol, and Washington’s mayor insti-
tuted an evening curfew in an attempt 
to contain the violence.

The rioters were egged on by Trump, 
who has spent weeks falsely attack-
ing the integrity of the election and 
had urged his supporters to descend 
on Washington to protest Congress’ 
formal approval of Biden’s victory. 
Some Republican lawmakers were in 
the midst of raising objections to the 
results on his behalf when the proceed-
ings were abruptly halted by the mob.

Together, the protests and the GOP 
election objections amounted to an 

‘We’re on lockdown’
Local officials condemn Trump supporters who attacked Capitol
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Supporters of President Donald Trump invade the U.S. Capitol on Wednesday in Washington.
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