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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Mary E. Arndt •Nona Johnson Dillon •Karen L. Insolia

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 26 | Low 13  

Mostly sunny 
and very cold
More on 7A

‘Predatory’ actions
Beloit man posed as  

medical researcher 

to entice 17-year-old boy 

into sex acts. Page 3A

Bucks stung
Despite frantic finish,  

Milwaukee falls short  

in 110-107 loss to  

Charlotte. Page 1B

‘Touchdown’
NASA spacecraft 

InSight successfully 

lands Monday on Mars. 

Page 7B

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
John Loomer, commander of the American Legion Post 95 in Delavan, shovels walks around the post building Monday. Loomer 
is a teacher at Lakeland School in Elkhorn, but he had the day off because of a snowstorm that hit sections of Walworth County 
on Sunday. For more about the storm and more photos, turn to Page 3A. For the weather forecast, turn to Page 7A.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON
After a heated discus-

sion Monday, the Milton 

School Board directed 

school district officials to 

draft a $59.96 million cap-

ital referendum resolution 

to potentially present to 

voters in spring.

Sparks flew among 

board members before the 

6-1 vote. 

B o a r d 

m e m b e r 

B r i a n 

Kvapil cast 

the sole 

opposing 

vote.

Kvapi l 

said allow-

ing the district to draft a 

resolution now was “put-

ting the cart before the 

horse” because the school 

board did not discuss the 

possibility of splitting the 

referendum into two ques-

tions—one 

for a new 

pool at 

the high 

school and 

the oth-

er for the 

rest of the 

faci l i t ies 

needs.

Board member Dia-

mond McKenna said she 

suggested splitting the 

referendum into two ques-

tions at a previous meet-

ing, but the board wasn’t 

interested.

Kvapil acknowledged 

McKenna’s previous effort 

but said the timing was too 

early.

Kvapil, who has been 

known as the voice of dis-

sent during the district’s 

last two referendum at-

tempts, said several com-

munity members have 

suggested to him that the 

district make the pool a 

separate question.

The other six board 

members said they had 

not heard that idea but 

have heard a lot of support 

for a new pool.

Kvapil said his moti-

vation for presenting the 

option of two referendum 

questions was not to dis-

courage a new pool but 

to let peo-

ple decide 

what they 

want.

P e r -

haps the 

h o t t e s t 

point of 

c o n t e n -

tion during 

the discussion was wheth-

er the pool should be con-

sidered an academic need.

Board President Tom 

Westrick argued against 

making the pool a sepa-

rate referendum question 

because the pool serves an 

academic need, just like 

the other components of 

the referendum. He said 

he considered the pool a 

Walworth County residents shoveling out after weekend snowstorm

Company to consider 
closing five plants

By Tom Krisher

AP Auto Writer

DETROIT

General Motors will cut up to 

14,000 workers in North America 

and put five plants up for possi-

ble closure as it abandons many 

of its car models and restructures 

to focus more on autonomous and 

electric vehicles, the automaker 

announced Monday.

The reductions could amount 

to as much as 8 percent of GM’s 

global workforce of 180,000 em-

ployees.

The restructuring reflects 

changing North American auto 

markets as manufacturers contin-

ue to shift away from cars toward 

SUVs and trucks. In October, al-

most 65 percent of new vehicles 

sold in the U.S. were trucks or 

SUVs. That figure was about 50 

percent cars just five years ago.

GM is shedding cars largely be-

cause it doesn’t make money on 

them, Citi analyst Itay Michaeli 

wrote in a note to investors.

“We estimate sedans operate 

at a significant loss, hence the 

need for classic restructuring,” he 

wrote.

The reduction includes about 

8,000 white-collar employees, or 

15 percent of GM’s North Ameri-

can white-collar workforce. Some 

will take buyouts while others will 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville’s reserve of 

vacant industrial land will 
grow by 47 acres after the 
city council on Monday 
night unanimously autho-
rized purchase of a parcel 
on the city’s east side.

The city will buy the 47-
acre site, located at 3901 
Enterprise Drive, from 
Grainger for $1.3 million. 

Economic Development 

Director Gale Price said 

the move 

adds to 

Janesville’s 

stockpile of 

city-owned, 

d e v e l o p -

ment-ready 

industrial 

l a n d — a 

s t o c k p i l e 

that is “on the low side” 

compared to other nearby 

communities.

Price estimated that 

Janesville had roughly 135 

acres of such land. That 

land is scattered through-

out the city, and some par-

cels are as small as 5 acres.

In comparison, Beaver 

Dam has a 400-acre site 

ready for industrial devel-

opment.

The 47 acres Janesville 

bought just east of Grainger 

was supposed to house 

GM to lay off up to 14K workers
General Motors 
Chairman/CEO 
 Mary Barra listens 
to an interview 
question in 2017. 
GM announced 
Monday it will lay 
off thousands of 
factory workers and 
white-collar workers 
in North America and 
put five plants up for 
possible closure.

Associated Press
Turn to GM on Page 8A

Council approves 47-acre site purchase

Price

Turn to COUNCIL on Page 6A
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SOURCE: City of Janesville

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

Milton School District 
to draft $59.96 million 
referendum question

Kvapil

McKenna

Westrick

Turn to MILTON on Page 6A
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