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WEATHER • 7A

TODAY
46°/44°

Clouds and fog; 
breezy and damp

THURSDAY
52°/18°

Morning rain, then  
a bit of ice
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Sports • 1B-4B

The Packers hire former 
Browns head coach Mike  
Pettine to succeed Dom Capers 
as defensive coordinator

DEATH NOTICES • 6A
•Randy Alan Liddicoat/Evansville
•Nancy R. Ozier/Beloit
•Betty E. Wagner/Lake Geneva

OBITUARIES • 6A
•James F. King/Milton
•Charles “Chuck” Livick/Janesville

Your contact: kicks Editor Greg Little, 608-754-3311, ext. 255, glittle@gazettextra.com
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Food & Drink • 8C

Four Dishes: Find fine dining, 

elegance in spades at  

Rockford’s Josef Steakhouse 

and Oyster Bar
quick kicks

BOOKS

Best buys on books

The Friends of the Beloit Public 

Library will host its January book 

clearance sale from 10 a.m. to 

2 p.m. Saturday 

at the library, 

605 Eclipse 

Blvd., Beloit.

The 

Friends are clearing out 

their bookstore warehouse, and 

a wide selection of adult fiction, 

nonfiction, mysteries, romance, 

children’s books and more will 

be available. In addition, the sale 

will again feature the option of 

buying a bag full of books for $1 

and getting a second bag of books 

for free.
Proceeds from the sale 

are returned to the library for 

programs and services. For more 

information, email FriendsAtBel-

oitLibrary@gmail.com.

FILM

Scare seekers

“Strange Inc.,” an unaired TV 

show shot 

by the late 

Janesville 

videogra-

pher John 

Gage, will 

be shown 

from 

2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 21, as part of 

Local Art Month at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center, 408 S. 

Main St., Janesville.

The pilot takes place at 

America’s most haunted grave-

yard, Bachelor’s Grove.. In the 

second episode, the crew travels 

to Manteno, Illinois, to visit the 

now closed and abandoned—and 

supposedly haunted—Manteno 

State Hospital.

Cost is $5 per person. For 

more information, visit the JPAC 

box office, call 608-758-0297 or 

visit JanesvillePAC.org.

FUNDRAISER

Stick-up

Support your local first re-

sponders as members of local po-

lice and fire departments take to 

the ice for the second 

“Guns ‘N Hoses” 

charity hockey 

game Saturday at 

the Janesville Ice 

Arena, 821 Beloit 

Ave., Janesville.

The game, which will precede 

the Janesville Jets’ contest against 

the Springfield Jr. Blues, will start 

at 4:30 p.m., and beer sales will be 

half-price until 6 p.m. 

The “Guns ‘N Hoses” event is 

free, and tickets to the 7 p.m. Jets 

game are $9 for adults and $7 for 

seniors, children, students and 

members of the military.

For more information, visit 

JanesvilleJets.com.

RUMMAGE

Hidden treasures

The Rock County 4-H Fair-

grounds, 1301 Craig Ave., Janes-

ville, will host the Rock County 

Mega 

Sale from 

8 a.m. to 

4 p.m. 

Saturday.

The 

flea mar-

ket-style 

sale, 
which is 

free to enter, features everything 

from antiques and collectibles to 

hand-stamped cards, crocheted 

items and handcrafted florals. 

There also are direct sale vendors, 

canned pickled items, sports 

cards, clothing, rummage sale 

items and more.
oods  and 
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 Æ First-ever event is Jan . 18-20

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra .com

J
ANESVILLE—Throughout the 

year, the Janesville Performing 

Arts Center serves as a per-

formance space for the city’s 

many theater groups.

Stage One, Theatre Unlimit-

ed and Janesville Little Theatre 

provide entertainment that ranges 

from musicals to comedies and 

dramas.

From Jan. 18-20, all of these 

groups will come together for the 

center’s first one-act play festival.

“These groups are part of the 

theater all year round,” said JPAC 

Executive Director Nathan Bur-

khart. “In this program, we’re all 

going to work together.”

The event will feature five one-

act plays ranging from Edward 

Albee’s haunting “Zoo Story” to 

Itamar Moses’ witty “Dorothy and 

Alice” the latter of which features 

two fictional characters interact 

with each other in a nonfictional 

world.

Instead of casting each work 

individually, the directors had a 

cattle call—one large audition for 

all roles. At the end, everyone sat 

down together to cast the plays 

together.

That, in itself, was an experience, 

Burkhart said.

“I got to see how other directors 

worked, how they made decisions,” 

he said.

Burkhart will be directing the 

Albee play.

“It’s one of the most famous one-

acts of all time,” Burkhart said.

For a play that is only about 30 

JPAC one-act festival features 

local performers, arts groups

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com

Brandon Todd, left, who plays the part of Jerry, rehearses a scene of 

“Zoo Story” with David Graahm, right, who plays the part of Peter, 

on Monday at the Janesville Performing Arts Center.

Turn to TALENT on Page 5C

Area  

Musicians 

come  

together 

for Beloit 

native’s 

vinyl 

dream

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

S
OUTH BELOIT, ILLINOIS—Beloit-area native 

James Carratt has been performing music 

locally since he was a teenager, and 

recording his own compositions 

for years.

But on a recent album Carratt released 

on vinyl, the singer-songwriter who by 

day is an insurance man didn’t play the 

lead role in making the music. Instead, 

Carratt enlisted volunteer musicians from 

around the Rock County area—47 in all—to 

record the eponymous “James Carratt Project, Volume 

One.”

The album is contemporary country music in style, 

but it’s loaded with stylistic twists that unfolded from 

having dozens of helping hands to nudge the sound into 

new and interesting directions.

Carratt’s own recording and produc-

tion of the album tapped eight singers (all 

from the Rock County area) and a handful 

of local instrumentalists to record a list of 

songs the now-South Beloit, Illinois resident 

wrote as a chronicles of 

his own struggles in life and 

marriage in recent years.

The record was released in fall 

as an 11-song LP on vinyl with 

two singles released on CD, but it 

took more than a year to record at 

home and in a handful of Nashville 

studios. The work, Carratt said, was 

recorded often one track and one 

instrumental or vocal section at a 

time as musicians worked recording 

time in between their day jobs and 

nighttime side gigs.

Carratt, a Beloit Memorial High 

School graduate who also has lived 

in Janesville, said he brought in sets 

of singers after he began test mar-

keting his own earlier recordings 

of the songs used on “The James 

Carratt Project.”

Carratt, a guitarist and singer 

who said his usual style blends hard 

rock, singer-songwriter and coun-

try-tinged stylings, had submitted 

early versions of some songs to crowd-sourcing web-

sites such as ReverbNation, a site that polls other music 

producers.

Homemade 

Jams

‘The James Carratt Project, Vol. 1’ is the result 

of a Beloit native’s efforts to have his music 

performed on a vinyl album by nearly 50 local 

musicians.

Turn to CARRATT on Page 5C

COMING THURSDAY

Local musicians 
collaborate  
to put collection 
of original songs  
on vinyl ./kicks

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

Beloit resident Joe Stadelman 

drives 20 minutes every day to his 

office in Janesville.

The local architect said he 

knows some Chicago-area profes-

sionals face 90-minute commutes 

for work.

Stadelman said he can’t imagine 

losing several hours a day traveling 

to and from work. It’s not a lifestyle 

he’d choose.

“If my kids have a program at 

school, I want to go to that pro-

gram, and I can,” he said. “I can’t 

imagine working an hour-and-a-

half drive away and trying to make 

all the things you’d want to make 

for your kids.”

The Wisconsin Economic De-

velopment Corporation is unroll-

ing a $1 million advertising cam-

paign to try to lure Chicago-area 

millennials away from the mega 

metropolis where they work and 

live—and into Wisconsin.

Stadelman, who is president of 

Janesville architectural firm An-

gus Young Associates, is not the 

poster child for the agency’s new 

ad campaign. But the campaign 

leans heavily on sentiments like 

his, and it could help firms such as 

Stadelman’s tap into a pipeline of 

young employees at a time when 

the Wisconsin labor market is the 

tightest it’s been in decades.

Over the next six months, the 

state’s main economic develop-

ment group plans to ride social 

Border battle

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Vehicles enter Wisconsin on Interstate 90/39 near Beloit on Tuesday. The Wisconsin Economic Development Cor-
poration is unrolling a $1 million dollar advertising campaign to try to lure Chicago-area millennials away from the 
city and into the Badger State.

By Jake Magee

jmagee@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Just over a year after the controversial decision to 

convert Milwaukee Street from a one-way to two-way 

road, city officials are planning ways to improve the 

throughway when it’s reconstructed in a couple years, 

and they want public input.

A team of city officials, downtown business owners 

and other stakeholders met Monday to weigh options 

for Milwaukee Street when the street, terraces and 

sidewalks are reconstructed between the Rock River 

and Five Points in summer 2020. A community en-

gagement forum is scheduled for  Jan. 23.

Milwaukee Street needs new pavement and a new 

water main. While doing that work, the city figured it 

was time to spruce up the street, which hasn’t been 

updated since the early 1970s, said Paul Woodard, 

director of public works.
“It’s time to give it a refresh,” Woodard said.
Milwaukee Street became a two-way road in Oc-

tober 2016. It was a good test run for what will be a 
more permanent solution, he said.

One problem the test run shows and reconstruc-
tion would aim to 
solve is weaving travel 
motorists have to en-
dure when driving in 
either direction. Left 
turn lanes require 
motorists move right 
to continue straight, 
creating an “odd 
drive,” Woodard said.

The weaving is a re-
sult of officials having 

to work within the “existing geometry” of Milwaukee 
Street when converting it to a two-way road and trying 
to maximize on-street parking.

When the street is reconstructed, work will include 

City seeks public input  
on Milwaukee Street plans

IF YOU GO

What: Milwaukee Street 
reconstruction community 
engagement forum

Where: City Hall, 18 N. 
Jackson St.

When: 5 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jan. 23.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra .com

TOWN OF BELOIT
The town and city of Beloit 

are poised for conflict, now 
that the town has filed to turn 
part of itself into a village.

The town Tuesday filed for 
incorporation in Rock County 
Court, a step in a process that 
could lead to a referendum to 
decide the issue.

Town Administrator Ian 
Haas said it’s possible the 
referendum could come next 
November, but it’s more likely 
to be held during the regular 
spring 2019 elections.

Beloit City Manager Lori 
Luther issued a statement late 
Tuesday, saying the city “will 
almost certainly” oppose vil-
lage incorporation. She didn’t 
say how.

Luther said she would not 
respond to further questions 
Tuesday.

All of the town east of Af-
ton Road would become the 
new village, an area of about 
8 square miles with 6,142 res-
idents, according to the court 
filing.

Haas said the proposed vil-
lage portion has about 3,500 
properties, while the rest of 
the town, called “the remnant 
town,” has about 750.

The town and city share 
common boundaries, but the 
city now is able to annex parts 
of the town. The two munici-
palities have been meeting to 
establish boundaries.

The city’s statement says the 
court filing “effectively ends 

State sets hook to lure workers from Chicago

Aesthetic upgrades proposed to go 
with infrastructure improvements

Wisconsin to spend $1 million to market state to Chicago residents

It takes  
a village 

to irritate 
a city

TOWN OF BELOIT

ILLINOIS

D

213

Liberty
81

White

The town would incorporate
everything east of County D and
south of Town Line Road. The
town is still negotiating with the
remaining area west of County D
to determine what would happen
to the remnant area.

Town of Beloit
incorporation

City
of

Beloit

Town of Beloit

Tony DiNicola/tdinicola@gazettextra .com

51

Incorporation process 
could get contentious

By Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The former British spy who compiled a 

dossier of allegations about Donald Trump’s 

presidential campaign and Russia brought the 

document to the FBI in July 2016 because he 

was worried about “whether a political can-

didate was being blackmailed,” according to 

a congressional interview transcript released 

Tuesday.

California Sen. Dianne Feinstein, the top 

Democrat on the Senate Judiciary Commit-

tee, revealed the transcript from an August 

closed-door interview with Glenn Simpson, a 

co-founder of the political opposition research 

firm Fusion GPS. The firm commissioned the 

dossier, which was initially paid for by a con-

servative website and then later by Democrats, 

including Hillary Clinton’s presidential cam-

paign.

Feinstein made the transcript public over 

the objections of Senate Judiciary Chairman 

Chuck Grassley, R-Iowa, who called the move 

“confounding” in a statement shortly after 

Feinstein made it public. Grassley said the re-

lease could undermine attempts to interview 

other witnesses in the committee’s investiga-

tion of Russian interference in the 2016 elec-

tion.

In the transcript, Simpson said Christopher 

Steele, the former British spy who wrote the 

dossier, took it to the FBI and said his concern 

was “whether or not there was blackmail going 

on, whether a political candidate was being 

blackmailed or had been compromised.”

The dossier is a compilation of memos writ-

ten by Steele during the 2016 campaign that 

contained allegations of connections between 

Trump and Russia, including that Trump had 

been compromised by the Kremlin.

Trump has derided the dossier as a political-

ly motivated hit job. Following his lead, sever-

al GOP-led committees are now investigating 

whether the dossier formed the basis for the 

FBI’s initial investigations. Simpson has de-

nied that it did and, according to the transcript, 

told investigators that the FBI told Steele that 

Transcript: Trump dossier author feared Russian blackmail
Senator releases testimony given 

by founder of research firm  
that commissioned document

Turn to BORDER on Page 7A

Turn to DOSSIER on Page 6A

Turn to VILLAGE on Page 7A

Turn to PLANS on Page 7A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Janesville Parker gymnast Samantha Muncher 
turns towards the judges with a large smile during a 
gymnastics meet against Janesville Craig at Craig 
High School on Tuesday. Photos, story on pages 
1B, 3B

City rivals meet in gymnastics

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 6A

Jakubowski back in court
Joseph Jakubowski indicated Tuesday that 

his trial in Rock County would be similar to his 
trial in federal court last year. Exactly what he 
means is not clear, but his federal court trial last 
September and sentencing in December were 
highly unusual.

Contractor charged with theft
The owner of Bullseye General Contracting 

in Lake Geneva is charged in Walworth Coun-
ty Court with several counts of theft—totaling 
more than $40,000—and failing to adhere to 
legal standards with his contracts for projects. A 
20-count criminal complaint charges Shannon 
W. Bullis, 40, of New Berlin, with five counts 
each for four customers’ cases against Bullis.

NATION/WORLD • 6B-7B

Trump seeks ‘Dreamer’ deal
Searching for a bipartisan 

deal to avoid a government 
shutdown, President Donald 
Trump suggested Tuesday 
that an immigration agree-
ment could be reached in two 
phases—first by addressing 
young immigrants and border 
security with what he called a 
“bill of love,” then by making 
comprehensive changes that 

have long eluded Congress.

Trump


