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where they’ll provide alco-
hol samples. Past themes in-
clude “The Blues Brothers” 
and a circus freak show. The 
booths use their themes to 
compete for prizes, Larson 
said.

In addition to the loads 
of samples residents can try 
(and spit out into buckets 
should they disapprove), 
Alice Blue and Mark Miller 
of Badger Spirits will be on 
hand to teach proper tasting 
techniques and share facts 
about alcohol.

Larson is a wine-drink-
ing novice, but she knows 
certain things such as red 
wine should be drunk from 
a wide-mouthed glass to ex-
perience more of its aroma, 
she said.

“You would learn those 
things at the event, and they 
(Blue and Miller) are much 
more versed in that kind 
of thing than I am,” Larson 
said. “It’s pretty interesting, 
actually. Even if you’re not a 
wine drinker, it’s interesting 
to hear.”

In past events, KANDU 
has bought wine and beer 
through a distributor. This 
year, Rock County Brewing 
Company will attend to offer 
its own samples, Larson 
said.

“We thought it would be 
nice to feature a local vendor 
for the guests to try,” she 
said.

Residents also will be 
able to try Blackberry Moon-
shine, another new attrac-
tion for the event. With that 
and other unusual alcohol 

flavors, attendees will have 
plenty to taste, Larson said.

“It’s fun and exciting be-
cause you get to try all these 
different wines and unique 
beers,” she said. “It’s unique 
in that sense that you’re 
trying something that you 
wouldn’t necessarily have 
the opportunity to other-
wise.”

The event also is a good 
networking opportunity. 
More than 400 people have 
attended the fundraiser 
across the past couple of 
years, said Lauren Oftedahl, 
development assistant at 
KANDU.

“It’s a really fun event,” 
she said.

Last November, Thompson 

and her DJ husband, Chris, 

launched Swing Station, a 

monthly swing-dance get-to-

gether held at the refurbished 

Resonate Church on Janes-

ville’s west side. That first 

month, more than 70 people 

showed up ready to hit the 

newly-laid hardwood.

“I was surprised it turned 

out so well,” she said. “Decem-

ber was a little slow because 

of all the things going on 

that month, but last month 

(January), we had almost 60 

people.”

Swing Station takes place 

in a church, but it’s not 

“church-related,” Thompson 

stressed. Dances are open to 

the public, and those of all 

skill levels who are ages 13 

and older are welcome.

Before each dance, instruc-

tors offer a half-hour intro-

ductory lesson that covers the 

basics of swing. The lessons, 

which are included in the $3 

admission fee, help newbies 

get a feel for the style before 

everybody hits the dance 

floor at 8 p.m.

“You learn enough basics 

to dance through the night 

and to know how to follow an 

advanced dancer,” Thompson 

said. “We have good instruc-

tors who walk you through 

everything with and without 

music. You don’t need to 

know all the steps, you just 

have to get out of your com-

fort zone a bit and try.”

Part of swing dancing’s 

popularity stems from the 

fact it has so few rules. Free-

styling is encouraged, and 

dancers learn they can apply 

swing styles to most any type 

of music.

“I found swing dancing to 

be easy compared to other 

dances because it’s just a sim-

ple dance,” said Bill Lein 

decker, who helps organize 

the monthly events. “It’s not 

a lot about form and posture 

and framing, and swing can 

be danced to almost any-

thing.”

Leindecker also appreci-

ates swing’s laid-back man-

ner, which allows dancers to 

interact comfortably.

“I’m an introvert, but I like 

meeting people,” he said. “Be-

cause this is a social dance, 

you’re encouraged to dance 

with others besides your 

partner. Four years ago, when 

I started taking lessons, I 

was told to rotate around the 

room and dance with others. 

The more I did that, the more 

comfortable I got.”

Thompson agrees.

“The socialization aspects 

of swing and the crowd you’re 

seeing at events takes any 

discomfort away,” she said. 

“People laugh and smile and 

encourage you. When I was 

new, I remember feeling 

(uncomfortable), and I’m not 

a shy person. But the people 

you dance with make it all 

OK.”

While most of the music 

played at Swing Station har-

kens back to the early to mid-

1900s, it’s not intended as a 

way to deter younger dancers. 

Quite the opposite, in fact.

“This is such a good thing 

for young people,” Leindecker 

said. “They want something 

to do. They ride the circuit 

and get into trouble. This is 

good for teens because they 

can’t go to the bar. This is 

good, clean fun, and we’re in 

a church, so it’s a safe envi-

ronment.”

Mike and Donna Malterer 

are two of the folks you’ll usu-

ally find at Swing Station. The 

retired Evansville couple met 

at a church dance 56 years 

ago, and the music keeps 

calling them back.

“If you like to dance at 

all, swing is a fun and active 

way to do it,” Mike Malterer 

said. “You can do all kinds 

of moves with it; you’re not 

tied to specific moves. With a 

waltz, you just do X amount 

of steps then turn and do an-

other X amount and turn.”

Swing also offers the Mal-

terers an exercise opportunity 

they find pleasurable.

“(Swing is) an enjoyable 

style,” Mike Malterer said. 

“It’s fast, so it’s good exercise. 

And you’re usually going to 

dance for two or three hours, 

so it’s not like 45 minutes or 

an hour at the gym. The gym 

is boring.”

Tara Sliwinski, a Michigan 

native and Beloit resident, 

taught the introductory class 

prior to January’s Swing Sta-

tion event. She started swing 

dancing as a student at Mich-

igan State University, and she 

said it opened a wide range of 

social doors for her.

“It’s more exciting to get 

out of the house and do some-

thing like this rather than 

just stare at your phone,” she 

said. “It’s a good way to get 

in touch with your body, and 

you really form connections 

with people.

“I find that, as an intro-

vert, swing offers a more 

structured way to socialize 

because you don’t have to 

talk a whole bunch. You go 

out and learn something new, 

practice what you learn and 

meet new people interested 

in the same thing.”

Aside from its exercise and 

social aspects, swing dancing 

has unveiled other benefits 

for Sliwinski.

“I have experienced loneli-

ness in the past, but now, hav-

ing swing dancing as a hobby, 

I can travel to any state in the 

country or around the world 

and go to a swing dance and 

meet people I have things in 

common with,” she said. “It’s 

been really beneficial for me 

to make friends that way.

“It’s really important to 

get the social connection for 

people who become easily 

depressed or have anxiety 

about not making friends and 

being alone.”
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Swing/Lesson offered before dance

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Partnered up and in a circle around instructors Bill Leindecker and Tara Sliwinski, the Swing Station swing dance group runs through a 
beginner swing dance lesson before a period of social dancing at Resonate Church in Janesville.

Submitted Photo
Hundreds gathered to taste a variety of beers and wines during 
last year’s Grapes & Hops event hosted by KANDU Industries at 
the Armory in Janesville.

Swing dancers hit the hardwood at Resonate Church in Janesville 
prior to the start of January’s Swing Station dance event.

Spirits/Moonshine added 
to this year’s drink lineup
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defense.
Former Giants QB Phil 

Simms said he’d never seen 
a more intimidating defense. 
Duerson, among others, 
would come up to the line of 
scrimmage and literally bark 
at him.

“They were as good a 
defense as I ever played 
against, maybe ever to play 
the game,’’ recalls former 
Dolphins great Dan Marino.

And of course that 1985 
team featured William 
“Refrigerator’’ Perry, who 
became a national sensa-
tion after Ditka put him in 
the backfield in goal line 
situations, first as a blocking 
back, then a ball carrier and 
even as a receiver.

“’85’’ does a fine job of 
chronicling the Fridge’s 
ascension to instant celebri-
ty, as well as Jim McMahon’s 
rebel status as the “Punky 
QB,’’ the making of the bra-
zen and fantastically cheesy 
“Super Bowl Shuffle’’ video 
(filmed and released well 
before the Bears were even 
in the postseason), and the 
origins of the “Superfans’’ 
characters.

As Robert Smigel tells 
it, he and fellow writers 
Bob Odenkirk and Conan 
O’Brien kept pitching 
the characters to Lorne 

Michaels, who had zero 

interest in greenlighting the 

bit until lifelong Bears fan 

Joe Mantegna was a guest 

on the show and wanted to 

do it.

By that point, the Bears 

had become a huge draw, 

not just in Chicago but 

wherever they played.

“We were truly a carni-

val act on the road,’’ says 

Hampton.

Despite all the distrac-

tions, including a wild week 

in New Orleans leading up 

to the Super Bowl, the Bears 

remained an unstoppable 

force on the field, all the way 

through a 46-10 dismantling 

of the overmatched Patriots 

in Super Bowl XX.

My only quibble with 

the film: There are so many 

top-line interview subjects 

telling so many great stories, 

the highlight clips are too 

infrequent and too brief. 

I would have loved to see 

more extended scenes of 

that magnificent team in ac-

tion, perhaps with real-time 

play-by-play from the an-

nouncers of the time.

Still. This is a great time 

capsule about a team that 

dominated the sport for one 

season, and then fell apart 

all too quickly due to a vari-

ety of factors.

Bears/Film recalls 
championship season
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