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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 11A
•Linda A. Church
•Paul Louis Deily Jr.
•James B. Gross
•Phyllis Jean (Anderson) Koel

•Bernard E. “Bernie” Love
•Antoine Lamar McKinley
•Katlyn Marie Moe
•Barbara J. Pepper

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 87 | Low 67  

Mostly sunny, nice 
and warm

More on 12A

Abortion lawsuit filed
Wisconsin Attorney General 

Josh Kaul filed a lawsuit in Dane 

County Court challenging a ban 

on abortion in state statute that 

dates to 1849. Page 2A

Armed robbery reported
Janesville police are investigating 

the armed robbery of a Milton 

Avenue hotel by a masked suspect 

Monday night. Page 11A

Still undefeated
Janesville’s American Legion 

baseball squad improved its 

record to 8-0 after rallying 

in the seventh inning for a 

9-8 win over Beloit. Page 1B
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By Ryan Spoehr
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Rock County is con-

sidering a proposal for 

a wireless internet fiber 
ring that would serve rural 
areas with 17 new cell tow-
ers. One benefit, county 
officials say, would be bet-
ter communication con-
nectivity for emergency 
services.

The project calls for a 
114.5-mile fiber ring, or 
middle mile, connecting 
151 businesses and 2,871 

residential locations. Bug 
Tussel Wireless, the com-
pany building the ring 
and envisioning the route 
for it in partnership with 
AT&T, received a $2.2 mil-
lion grant from the Pub-
lic Service Commission of 
Wisconsin for the project, 
which is projected to cost a 
total of $13 million.

County  o f f i c ia l s , 

including Assistant County 
Administrator Randy Ter-
ronez, have been working 
on the project since Feb-
ruary 2021. Terronez said 
the idea is for the fiber ring 
to surround Janesville and 
Beloit to connect those 
two urban areas, and from 
there to tie in more outly-
ing rural areas.

“The concept is, once 

you make the investment 
in the middle mile, smaller 
third-party internet ser-
vice providers are going to 
be tapping into those out-
lying areas,” Terronez said.

The fiber ring is pro-
posed to extend from Mil-
ton in the northeastern 
part of the county through 
Johnstown and around 
Clinton, between Janesville 

and Beloit, up to Evansville 

and finally up to Edgerton. 

Terronez said there may be 

modifications to the route 

prior to approval. Busi-

nesses and homes within 

1,200 feet of the ring would 

be connected and be pro-

vided with high speed 

broadband access.

‘Fiber ring’ proposed to improve rural Rock County wireless service
Proposal would 
improve safety 

communications

By Kimberly Wethal

kwethal@apg-wi.com

JANESVILLE
Retiring Janesville 

School District superin-
tendent Steve Pophal has 

worked as a public school 

educator for almost four 

decades—but has been 

teaching for far longer than 

that.

Growing up, Pophal had 

three brothers and—over 

time—an additional two 

dozen other “siblings” as 

his parents fostered chil-

dren. As Pophal got older, 

an affinity for being a bor-

rowed big brother turned 

into a career calling.

“There were always little 

kids in my house,” Pophal 

said during an interview 

in his district administra-

tion office last week. “I just 

‘I was destined to come here’
Retiring superintendent spent 5 years reshaping local education

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Thursday will be Janesville School District Superintendent Steve Pophal’s last day on the job.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

By early August, Janes-

ville residents could know 

the cost to build a pro-

posed ice arena and civic 

center that’s now being 

called the Woodman’s 

Sports and Convention 

Center.

But between now and 

then, city officials and 

hired design consultants 

have to figure out how to 

shave off nearly 20,000 

square feet—and poten-

tially, millions of dollars—

from the project plans. 

Doing so would bring 

the arena proposed at 

Uptown Janesville closer 

in line with an earlier $28 

million budget for the 

public-private arena and 

conference center.

On Tuesday, the city of 

Janesville’s ad-hoc Wood-

man’s Sports and Con-

vention Center Com-

mittee chose a tenta-

tive, 147,000-square-

foot design for the cen-

ter. It would combine a 

two-sheet ice arena and 
up to 50,000 square feet 
of flexible convention and 
sporting event space at 
2500 N. Milton Ave., on 
the site of a shuttered for-
mer Sears department 
store.

The committee has 
asked the firms the city 
hired earlier this year, 292 
Design and Zimmerman 
Architectural Studios, to 
trim as much as 18,000 
square feet from a pro-
posed arena layout that 
the committee said Tues-
day it favors.

The move comes after 
the committee worked 
through a months-long 
design process.

Public Works Direc-
tor Mike Payne said the 
suggested cuts are aimed 
at scaling back the arena 
plan that has included 
extra locker rooms for 
high school athletes and 
other groups using the 
arena alongside the major 
user, the Janesville Jets 
developmental hockey 
team.

By Sarah D. Wire

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

Former President Don-

ald Trump and his chief of 

staff, Mark Meadows, were 

aware the Capitol was a 

target of violence and that 

Trump supporters were 

armed with weapons when 

the president urged them 

to march to the building on 
Jan. 6, 2021, a former aide 
testified in a bombshell 
hearing Tuesday that also 
revealed Trump repeatedly 
pushed to pardon those 
involved in the attack.

In a hearing abruptly 
called by the House panel 
investigating the Capitol 
insurrection, Meadows’ 

former aide Cassidy 
Hutchinson gave a detailed 
accounting that the Secret 
Service informed Meadows 
in advance that violence 
was possible Jan. 6, and 
that Trump expected to 
lead the crowd to the Cap-
itol to pressure lawmak-
ers to keep him in office—
an act the White House 

counsel warned could be a 
crime.

Hutchinson also said 
that Trump’s aides pres-
sured him into giving a 
speech the next day with 
threats that he could be 
removed from office under 
the 25th Amendment.

In addition, the commit-
tee suggested Tuesday that 

it has evidence Trump’s 

supporters are attempting 

to tamper with witness tes-

timony to the panel.

Tuesday’s testimony 

from Hutchinson was the 

most direct evidence pro-

vided by the committee 

that Trump and his inner 

Witness gives new Jan. 6 revelations
Hutchinson: Trump wanted to go  

to Capitol, knew rallygoers were armed
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