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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Terry Edward Benish
•Thomas J. Burke
•Robert Lavern Dibble
•Anna Carolyn Dow

•Virginia C. Essen
•Joseph B. Meehan
•LaNolla Narbone
•Roger Raymond Reay

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 42  

Plenty of  
sunshine

More on 7A

Still missing
Investigators confirmed 

Wednesday that a missing 

state teen’s parents were 

shot to death in their 

home in Barron.  

Page 2A

Janesville ACT 

scores decline
The district’s composite 

score dropped from 

19.3 to 19.1. The state 

average was 20.5. 
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The heat is on
Los Angeles scored  

a 5-2 win Wednesday  

over Milwaukee in the 

NLCS to take 3-2 lead  

back to Milwaukee for 

Friday’s Game 6. Page 1B

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Dozens of pickup trucks pull-

ing flatbed trailers lined the side 

streets near 1621 S. River Road on 

Wednesday.

They had come from across the 

Midwest and beyond to bid on the 

collections from two lifetimes.

It was a rare opportunity for 

collectors and restorers of antique 

cars and trucks, but automobiles 

were just a part of the horde that 

had been kept in sheds on the 

property, in some cases for de-

cades.

The collection included 105 

“hit-and-miss engines” from the 

days when electricity arrived in 

these parts. The engines powered 

everything from milk separators to 

washing machines.

“I’m surprised at all they have 

here. I’m amazed,” said Ann Koch 

of Evansville, who came with 

friends looking for bargains.

A wooden washing machine. 

Two copper vats once used for mak-

ing cheese. Farm implements. Two 

old buggies once pulled by horses.

More than 1,000 had registered 

to bid by mid-afternoon.

Three auctioneers from Kraft 

Auction Service worked nonstop, 

with the goal of selling everything 

by the end of the day. 

“It’s like stepping back in time,” 

said Tim Webber of Waterford.

Webber was waiting, like a lot 

of others, for his special item to be 

auctioned. 

Webber waited for a 60-hp Ford 

engine, made in the late 1930s.

“People make custom motorcy-

cles out of them,” Webber said with 

a gleam in his eye.

Steve Ihus was impressed with 

all the items on display, even 

though he had grown up next door 

and still lives two doors down 

River Road.

“A lot of this stuff was in mint 

Hundreds throng to Janesville auction for a chance to bid on bits of history

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Gov. Scott Walker and 

Democratic challenger 
Tony Evers are arguing over 
tax increases.

Walker’s campaign as-
serted Wednesday that if 
elected Evers would raise 
taxes by billions of dollars. 
Evers’ campaign spokes-
man Sam Lau responded 
by saying, “Scott Walker is 
just making stuff up at this 
point.”

Walker has keyed in on 
taxes as a central issue with 

the election 
less than 
three weeks 
away and 
polls show-
ing the race 
is a tos-
sup. While 
Evers has 
been vague 
about some 

of his plans for raising 
taxes, Walker has also not 
outlined in detail how he 
would pay for hundreds of 
millions of dollars in ad-
ditional spending and tax 
cuts he’s proposed.

Evers has made two 
c o n c r e t e 
tax-related 
proposals. 
He wants to 
repeal the 
m a n u f a c -
turing and 
agriculture 
tax credit 
p r o g r a m 

created by Walker and sup-
ported by the state’s busi-

ness community to pay for 
a $340 million, 10 percent 
income tax cut for the mid-
dle class. Evers launched a 
new ad touting the tax cut 
Wednesday.

Evers has also said that 
“everything’s on the table “ 
when it comes to paying for 
roads, including a gas tax 
increase.

Walker has zeroed in on 
that comment, saying be-
cause Evers wouldn’t ini-
tially rule out a $1 per-gal-
lon increase that means 
he’s open to it. Evers has 
subsequently said a $1 
per-gallon increase would 
be “ridiculous.” Such a tax 
increase would raise $6.7 
billion—enough to create 
and operate a second state 
Department of Transporta-
tion, which currently runs 
on a budget that size that 
includes federal funding 
and bond money.

Wisconsin’s gas tax is 
32.9 cents per gallon, rank-
ing it 19th in the country, ac-
cording to the Tax Founda-
tion. An increase of the size 
Walker cited would make 
Wisconsin’s gas tax more 
than double the highest 
such tax in the U.S.—Penn-
sylvania’s at 58.7-cents per 
gallon.

Yet Walker has keyed 
in on that number, includ-
ing in a new campaign ad 
Wednesday featuring a 
mom saying she couldn’t 
afford Evers as governor 
because “he’s going to raise 
the gas tax by up to a dollar 
per gallon.”

Walker  campaign 
spokesman Brian Reising-
er, in a conference call 
with reporters, said if the 
$1 per-gallon increase isn’t 
realistic, then Evers should 
give a range of what he 

Walker, Evers  
tussle over  

tax increases

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
An auctioneer with Kraft Auction Service points as auction attendees buy license plates and other items Wednesday on 
South River Road in Janesville.

Step back in time

Items up for auction Wednesday included these ornate wood stoves, which were 
stored for years on a South River Road property in Janesville.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Members of the Milton Joint 

Fire Commission on Wednesday 

agreed that the intergovernmen-

tal agreement with the city of 

Janesville has worked for both 

cities’ fire departments.

But at least one member ex-

pressed concerns about leader-

ship and future costs.

Jon Jennings, a Milton town 

supervisor and commission 

member, requested that the com-

mission discuss the agreement 

Wednesday night as it nears two 

years since the Milton and Janes-

ville fire departments began shar-

ing services.

The commission also is pre-

paring for a leadership transition 

with the January retirement of 

Fire Chief Randy Banker.

The two fire departments 

began sharing 

services in early 

2016 and started 

sharing admin-

istration in late 

2017.

Banker said 

the intergovern-

mental agree-

ment has allowed 

both departments to offer high-

er-quality services without bur-

dening taxpayers.

Commission 

member Lynda 

Clarke, who also 

serves on the Mil-

ton City Coun-

cil, expressed 

concern about 

whether the com-

mission will have 

input on hiring a 

new chief.

Janesville’s Police and Fire 

Commission, which consists of 

people appointed by Janesville 

City Manager Mark Freitag, will 

hire the new chief, Banker said.

However, he said he asked that 

the Police and Fire Commission 

allow the Milton Joint Fire Com-

mission to offer input at some 

point in the hiring process.

Milton Mayor Anissa Welch 

said she wants to see administra-

tors and officials from the city of 

Milton, town of Milton and city of 

Both candidates 
remain vague 

on details of plans

Evers

Walker

Turn to AUCTION on Page 7A Turn to TAXES on Page 7A

Milton Joint Fire Commission foresees future budget constraints

Banker Clark

Turn to MILTON on Page 5A
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