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Ryan honored
The Rock County  

Historical Society presented 

its Generations Award to 

former Speaker of the House 

Paul Ryan at a ceremony 

Saturday night. Page 3A

Hader saves Crew
Relief pitcher Josh Hader 

helped the Milwaukee 

Brewers hold on to an 8-6 

victory Saturday 

over the New York Mets 

in New York. Page 1B

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 54 | Low 40  

Sunny to  
partly cloudy
More on 9A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Editor’s note: The families in 

this story agreed to speak with The 

Gazette only if their real names 

were not published.

Allie was the one who made the 

call to Rock County Child Protec-

tive Services, saying her daughter 

was unfit to care for Allie’s grand-

son.

It was the second—and last—

time Allie’s grandson was taken 

from his mother, who was addicted 

to opioids.

Allie adopted her grandson, 

John, in October 2017 after hav-

ing custody for two years. Allie’s 

daughter gave up her paren-

tal rights, and John’s father was 

never in the picture, she said.

Rock County has seen a “huge 

increase” over the last two years 

in the number of children placed 

with relatives, many of them 

grandparents, said Cheri Salava, 

substitute care supervisor.

Officials believe the opioid epi-

demic is one of the reasons behind 

the increase.

Allie said the decision to take in 

her grandson wasn’t easy. She had 

to weigh complicating her retire-

ment years against the need to 

give John a stable home.

Hundreds of grandparents 

across Wisconsin are raising 

grandchildren, and the number 

is increasing, officials say.

Grand sacrifice
Amid opioid crisis, more grandparents in Rock County  

find themselves caring for their children’s children

Illustration by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
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JANESVILLE

Veteran Michael Fitzgerald candidly expresses 

his pain in a collection of original poetry.

With such titles as “Wish to be Seen,” “A Soul 

Wasted” and “Redemption,” his poems reveal the 

suffering of a Marine with post-traumatic stress 

disorder.

But Michael and his wife, Meaghan, also a vet-

eran, are not ones to complain.

Instead, they are reaching out to help other 

vets.

The Janesville couple started the fledgling Vet-

erans First Foundation, a Wisconsin-based, non-

partisan group to help veterans who are strug-

gling.

The Fitzgeralds want to assist vets with a long 

list of things, including paying utilities, maintain-

ing their homes and providing transportation, 

clothing and shoes.

They also view their foundation as “a one-stop 

shop,” where links on their website connect visi-

tors to vital veteran resources.

Among the resources are people who can 

enroll vets in health care, mental health or sub-

stance-abuse programs, and homelessness pro-

grams through the Wisconsin Department of Vet-

erans Affairs.

“We are not trying to replace existing pro-

grams,” Michael said. “We want to help connect 

veterans with the right people. When I first got 

out of the military, I did not realize these people 

existed.”

They also understand the importance of 

human compassion and look forward to launch-

ing the veteran reading project.

Volunteers will read to vets who have mobility 

Janesville veterans launch foundation to help vets with ‘one-stop shop’
LEARN MORE

To learn more or volunteer, visit veteranfirst 
foundation.org or call Michael Fitzgerald at 608-
449-3899.
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By Ricardo Torres

The Racine Journal Times

BURLINGTON

Raymond dairy farmer John 

Scott grew up hearing the phrase 

that farmers “feed the world.”

“That’s not necessarily true,” 

Scott said. “We feed the world that 

pays us and that’s why these trade 

agreements are important.”

Scott, along with several other 

individuals involved in farming and 

agriculture financing, spoke to U.S. 

Rep. Bryan Steil, R-Wisconsin, and 

other representatives of state and 

federal agencies about the current 

state of farming during a listening 

session on Thursday in Burlington.

Steil, who represents Wisconsin’s 

1st district in Congress, brought rep-

resentatives of the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture and Small Business 

Administration, a federal agency 

charged with providing support to 

small businesses, with him to hear 

testimony.

“I wanted to make sure that they 

got the benefit of information that 

we received today,” Steil said. “That 

they’re able to use that information 

to make better policy in Washing-

ton.”

The panel also talked about the 

United States, Mexico, Canada Free 

Trade Agreement (USMCA), which 

was recently evaluated by the Inter-

national Trade Commission and is 

currently making its way through 

the halls of Congress.

“Wisconsin dairy products are 

sought after, not only throughout 

‘The dairy 
industry  

is in a crisis’
Steil hears from farmers, 

agriculture industry
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