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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Daniel E. Austin
•H. Richard Mullen
•Rodney C. Smith
•Shirley A. Thiel

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 28 | Low 19  
Colder; snow late 

in the p.m.
More on 7A

Snow in the forecast
The National Weather Service 

said to expect 4 to 6 inches  

of snow starting this afternoon 

with blowing and drifting 

possible. Page 6A

Sweep complete
The Craig Cougars pulled 

away from the Parker 

Vikings in the second 

half of Thursday’s 39-29 

win. Page 1B

By Colleen Long and Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Thousands more migrant children might 

have been split from their families than the 

Trump administration previously reported, in 

part because officials were stepping up family 

separations long before the border policy that 

prompted international outrage last spring, a 

government watchdog said Thursday.

It’s unclear just how many family separa-

tions occurred at the U.S.-Mexico border; immi-

gration officials are allowed under longstand-

ing policy to separate families under certain 

circumstances. Health and Human Services, 

the agency assigned with caring for migrant 

children, did not adequately track them until 

after a judge ruled that children must be reunit-

ed with their families, according to the report 

by the agency’s inspector general.

Ann Maxwell, assistant inspector general 

for evaluations, said the number of children 

removed from their parents was certainly larg-

er than the 2,737 listed by the government in 

court documents. Those documents chronicled 

separations that took place as parents were 

criminally prosecuted for illegally entering 

the country under President Donald Trump’s 

zero-tolerance policy.

“It’s certainly more,” Maxwell said. “But pre-

cisely how much more is unknown.”

Maxwell said investigators didn’t have spe-

cific numbers but that Health and Human 

Services staff had estimated the tally to be in 

the thousands.

Lee Gelernt, an American Civil Liberties 

Union attorney who sued on behalf of a moth-

er separated from her son, said the separation 

Report: Many more border separations might have occurred

Associated Press
Teen migrants walk in line inside the Tornillo detention camp in Tornillo, Texas, last 
month. Government investigators say many more migrant children might have been 
separated from their parents than the Trump administration has acknowledged.

By Todd Richmond

Associated Press

MADISON
A federal judge Thursday struck down ear-

ly-voting restrictions Wisconsin Republicans 
adopted in a December lame-duck legislative 
session, saying the limits mirror 
restrictions he blocked two years 
ago.

Republicans voted in 
December to limit in-person early 
voting to no more than two weeks 
before an election. The move 
came after a difficult midterm 
election in November in which 
the overwhelmingly Democratic 
cities of Madison and Milwaukee 
held early voting for six weeks—
far longer than in smaller and 
more conservative communities.

The GOP lost every statewide 
race but retained majorities in 
the Legislature and quickly convened the lame-
duck session to pass bills that Gov. Scott Walker—
also defeated in the election—could sign before 
leaving office.

Walker and Republicans argued the early-vot-
ing window should be uniform across the state, 
not left up to each community to determine. 
Walker argued it was an issue of fairness, and 
that local communities could decide when within 
the two-week period to offer early voting.

A coalition of liberal groups with the support 
of former Democratic U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder asked U.S. District Judge James Peterson 

GOP-written 
law to limit  
early voting 
struck down

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

As concerns mount over transparency 

at the YMCA of Northern Rock County, a 

nonprofit organization that shares walls 

with the Y is seeking to distance itself.

The Boys & Girls Club of Janesville, 

which operates out of the same building 

in downtown Janesville as the Y, issued 

a statement Thursday “clarifying” that 

while it shares a physical address with 

Watchdog finds numbers 
weren’t tracked adequately 

until after judge’s ruling

Turn to SEPARATIONS on Page 7A

Same federal judge voided  
similar measure 3 years ago

Republicans 

voted in 

December to 

limit in-person 

early voting to 

no more than 

two weeks 

before an 

election.

Turn to VOTING on Page 7A

Keeping its distance

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Children at the Boys & Girls Club of Janesville work on computers during ‘Power Hour,’” a time dedicated to reading and schoolwork, 
Thursday. The organization, which operates out of the same building as the YMCA of Northern Rock County, clarified Thursday 
amid questions swirling around the YMCA’s operations that the Boys and Girls Club is a separate agency from the YMCA despite 
the shared facility.

Children work on computers Thursday at the Boys & Girls Club of Janesville.

Boys & Girls Club clarifies it isn’t affiliated with neighboring YMCA
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