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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Francis H. James
•Patricia L. Mannheimer
•Michael C. McCann

•Marilyn G. Olm
•Albert F. Pinnow
•John A. Todd

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 46 | Low 29  
Cold with some 

sun, then clouds
More on 9A

Baseball is back
Pitching strategy could be the 

difference between the Brewers 

and the Dodgers in the NLCS. 

Series preview on Page 3B

Support for correctional officers
Rock County Board votes to maintain protective status 

for correctional officers at county jail. Page 3A

Investors see another day of selling
Wall Street suffered through a second straight day  

of losses; Dow down 5.3 percent in that time. Page 7B

t Josh Hader

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville resident Wesley 

Hoague hasn’t heard the true 
sound of his own voice—or much 
of anything at all—since he was 
a baby.

Yet during a Thursday work 
shift, the 26-year-old Janesville 
man with severely impaired 
hearing whipped his head 
around to note an amber-colored 
flashing light that popped on as 
he operated an advertising insert 
machine at Bliss Communica-
tions’ Printing and Distribution 
Center in Janesville.

The light signaled a jam of 

fliers he was feeding into the ma-

chine as dozens of newspapers 

trundled past on a conveyor. 

The warning light is something 

Hoague can notice even if he 

can’t hear the machine’s warning 

buzzer.

Hoague was hired a few 

months ago to work as a product 

handler at Bliss’s print plant on 

the city’s east side, and he’s one 

of almost a dozen  employees 

with disabilities Bliss has hired 

and retained this year, company 

human resources officials said.

The state Department of 

By Jay Reeves  

and Brendan Farrington

Associated Press

PANAMA CITY, FLA.

The devastation inflicted by 

Hurricane Michael came into 

focus Thursday with rows upon 

rows of homes found smashed 

to pieces and rescue crews 

struggling to enter stricken ar-

eas in hopes of accounting for 

hundreds of people who might 

have stayed behind.

At least three deaths were 

blamed on Michael, the most 

powerful hurricane to hit the 

continental U.S. in over 50 years, 

and it wasn’t done yet: Though 

reduced to a tropical storm, it 

brought flash flooding to North 

Carolina and Virginia, soaking 

areas still recovering from Hur-

ricane Florence.

Under a clear blue sky, fam-

ilies living along the Florida 

Panhandle emerged from shel-

ters and hotels to a perilous 

landscape of shattered homes 

and shopping centers, wailing 

sirens and hovering helicopters.

Gov. Rick Scott said the Pan-

handle awoke to “unimaginable 

destruction.”

“So many lives have been 

changed forever. So many fam-

ilies have lost everything,” he 

said.

The full extent of Michael’s 

Bliss receives  

state honor

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Wesley Hoague refills an inserting machine at the Bliss Communications 
Printing and Distribution Center in Janesville on Thursday. Hoague is one 
of almost a dozen employees with disabilities Bliss has hired and retained 
this year, company human resources officials said. For its efforts, the 
state Department of Workforce Development gave Bliss, the parent com-
pany of The Gazette, an Exemplary Employer Award.

Associated Press photos
Hurricane Michael flattened neighborhoods in Mexico Beach, Fla., where it made landfall Wednesday.

The Gazette’s parent company receives award  
for efforts to recruit employees with disabilities

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

The Milton School District 

Strategic Planning Committee 

on Thursday decided to limit its 

potential April referendum to less 

than $60 million.

The committee asked repre-

sentatives from Plunkett Raysich 

Architects to draw up facilities op-

tions costing less than $60 million 

and present them at next week’s 

committee meeting.

Members agreed that the 

solution to the district’s space 

needs must include $5.6 million 

in district maintenance; a new 

high school pool; added space for 

the elementary, middle and high 

schools; and an improved high 

school gymnasium.

Maintenance needs previously 

were estimated to cost $9.2 mil-

lion.

Superintendent Tim Schigur 

said administrators reviewed the 

maintenance needs and eliminat-

ed projects that have already been 

addressed or will be addressed in 

the district’s capital maintenance 

plan.

The district was able to trim 

$3.6 million from the future ref-

erendum by:

 �Moving electrical work to the 

capital maintenance plan.

 � Removing the high school 

Turn to AWARD on Page 9A

The day after

An American flag flies amid destruction in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Michael in Mexico Beach, Fla., on Thursday.

People in Hurricane Michael’s path begin to assess damage

Turn to MICHAEL on Page 5A

Milton committee sets 
limit for referendum cost
Members agree to ask 

for less than $60 million

Turn to COST on Page 9A
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