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Meet Miss RemarkAble
A pageant held Saturday at the 

Armory in Janesville placed a focus 

on seven women and their efforts 

to overcome disabilities.  
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Badgers prevail
Jonathan Taylor’s 332 yards 

rushing and three touchdowns 

helped Wisconsin to a 47-44 

overtime win against Purdue 

on Saturday in West Lafayette. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 35 | Low 22  

Mostly sunny 
and cold

More on 11A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

CLINTON

W
hen Alyssa Niel-
son’s son Jakob 
had leg pain, 
bloody noses and 

extreme lethargy, she knew 

what was coming.

Alyssa, pregnant with her 

fourth child, ran errands and 

bought groceries for the next 

few weeks before taking Jakob 

to the emergency room.

Alyssa knew she was in for 

a seven- to 10-day visit at the 

American Family Children’s 

Hospital in Madison.

She knew her 7-year-old son 

had leukemia.

It was the shoe she had been 

waiting to drop for four years, 

ever since Jakob’s twin brother, 

Channing, was diagnosed with 

the disease.

Doctors had told Alyssa 

that Jakob had increased odds 

of developing leukemia after 

Channing, his identical twin, 

was diagnosed, Alyssa said.

The likelihood for identical 

twins both being diagnosed 

with leukemia is unknown, 

but doctors know it’s more 

common for one twin to get 

‘It made us 

STRONGER’

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Twins Channing, left, and Jakob Nielson, 11, sit on one of their beds inside their Clinton home Thursday.

‘I have an infinite amount of energy,’ Jakob Nielson yells as he and his 
brother Channing, right, run inside after jumping on their trampoline 
Thursday. The two are now off treatment for leukemia.

11-year-old twin brothers each fought off leukemia diagnoses

By Sid Schwartz

sschwartz@gazettextra.com

REEDSBURG
Wisconsin gained a deer 

hunter Saturday, and the state 
Department of Natural Re-
sources is looking for more just 
like him.

Ben Tolle, the boyfriend of 
my youngest daughter, Mon-
ica, hunted for the first time 
Saturday.

And he shot a buck.
Ben hikes, bikes, ice fishes 

and snowboards but until Sat-
urday had never hunted.

“Growing up, there were 

people who hunted around me, 

but none that I was really hear-

ing much about 

their hunting 

or going hunt-

ing with them,” 

Ben said.

Ben ,  29 , 

hunted with 

me Saturday 

as part of the 

DNR’s mentored hunting pro-

gram that allows first-time 

By David Eggert

Associated Press

LANSING, MICH.
With their grip on power 

set to loosen come January, Re-
publicans in several states are 
considering last-minute chang-
es to laws that would weaken 
existing or incoming Democrat-
ic governors and advance their 
own conservative agendas.

In Michigan, where the GOP 
has held the levers of power for 
nearly eight years, Republican 
legislators want to water down 
a minimum wage law they ap-
proved before the election so 
that it would not go to voters 
and would now be easier to 
amend.

Republicans in neighboring 

Wisconsin are discussing ways 

to dilute Democrat Tony Evers’ 

power before he takes over for 

GOP Gov. Scott Walker. And in 

North Carolina, Republicans 

may try to hash out the require-

ments of a new voter ID con-

stitutional amendment before 

they lose their legislative su-

permajorities and their ability 

to unilaterally override vetoes 

by Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper.

Republicans downplay the 

tactics and point out that Dem-

ocrats have also run lame-duck 

sessions, including in Wiscon-

sin in 2010 before Walker took 

office and the GOP took control 
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Republicans seek last-ditch laws  
in states where power has slipped

Power play?

Mentoring introduces  
new people to hunting

Sid Schwartz/sschwartz@gazettextra.com
Ben Tolle, left, and Jim Muchow with the buck they shot near Reedsburg 
on Saturday.

Schwartz
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