
WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
30°/15°

Colder; cloudy, 
then some sun

SUNDAY
28°/14°

Mostly cloudy 
with flurries

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 8A

Prison term for Beloit shooting
A woman accused of attempted murder in 

a 2016 Beloit shooting has been sentenced to 
prison on lesser charges. Keprecious S. Richard-
son, 31, of 318 Carpenter St., Beloit, was accused 
of shooting a Janesville woman she knew in a 
parking lot confrontation on Nov.6, 2016. Judge 
Michael Haakenson sentenced Richardson on 
Dec. 15 to three years and six months in pris-
on plus five years of extended supervision on 
a charge of endangering safety by reckless use 
of a firearm.

STATE •2A

Official seeks investigation
The administrator of the Wisconsin Ethics 

Commission made an unusual request Friday 
for the panel to investigate him, seeking to clear 
his name after the Legislature’s Republican 
leaders questioned his impartiality. Commis-
sioners moved into closed session to discuss 
Brian Bell’s request. If they do launch an inves-
tigation it would be done in secret, but Bell said 
he looked forward to making its findings public.

NATION/WORLD • 6B

Parties offer dual narratives
Each political party is attempting to estab-

lish its own narrative on multiple Russia inves-
tigations and the integrity of the investigators. 
The partisan messaging battle has intensified as 
special counsel Robert Mueller has appeared to 
focus more intently on President Donald Trump 
and his inner circle.
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Sports • 1B

Columnist Tom Silverstein 
says its time for Green Bay  
to part ways with defensive  
coordinator Dom Capers

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Edith Ann Guilfoyle/Lake Geneva
•Valarie Kelly/Milton
•Agnes C. Kemp/Delavan
•Lynn M. Richter/Los Angeles and Lake Geneva

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Russell Burchard French/Janesville
•Evelyn Mary O’Connor/Delavan
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Roads Traveled

Pets

From  

Malta to  

Minneapolis

Check out these destinations that  

will be getting attention in the next year

By Beth J. Harpaz

AP Travel Editor

NEW YORK 

From Malta to Minneapolis, 

here’s a look at some destinations 

around the world that will be 

making news in 2018. They include 

designated culture capitals, places 

hosting sporting events and even  

a couple of cities—San Antonio,  

Texas, and New Orleans—celebrat-

ing their 300th birthdays.

Sports

Minneapolis hosts the Super 

Bowl on Feb. 4 in Minneapolis. 

The city is encouraging visitors to 

embrace winter with 10 days of 

“Bold North” events and activities 

leading up to the big game. On the 

other side of the world, the snowy 

mountains of Pyeongchang, South 

Korea, host the Winter Olympic 

Games, Feb. 9-25.

Eleven cities in Russia—includ-

ing Moscow and Sochi—host the 

FIFA World Cup, June 14-July 15. 

The dates coincide with St. Peters-

burg’s “white nights,” the summer 

solstice season when city skies nev-

er get completely dark. FIFA reports 

strong ticket sales from the United 

States even though the U.S. national 

team failed to qualify for the games. 

Host cities include lesser-known 

gems like Nizhny Novgorod and  

Kazan, while Yekaterinburg is a 

good jumping-off point for an  

adventure in Siberia.

Where to 

go in 2018

RELATED

More to explore:  

A look at travel lists . 

Page 5C
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COMING SUNDAY

From Malta to  
Minneapolis,  
travel destinations 
to consider in 
2018 ./living

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

E
dison Middle School in Janes-
ville has a new, part-time stu-
dent.

Its name is Dr. Evil, and it silently 
glides down the hallways from class 
to class. It even sits in class some-
times. And at lunch.

Dr. Evil is a 4-foot-tall, motorized 
robotic scooter with black and silver 
wheels and a pole fitted on top with 
an iPad tablet. The tablet acts as a 
two-way video conferencing moni-
tor and camera.

The device is not an electronic 
hallway monitor or secret govern-
ment surveillance unit—nothing as 
sinister as its hokey, factory-regis-
tered nickname might imply.

Rather, the device is a mobile 
“telepresence” robot. It was donat-
ed earlier this month to the school 
by Janesville tech firm N1 Critical 
Technologies.

The machine’s immediate 
planned use, Edison Principal Jim 
LeMire said, is to help students 
who are homebound with illnesses 
continue to attend school remotely 
to learn and to stay in touch with 
classmates.

The device works as a video con-
ferencing screen that can connect 
students who are home sick to the 
sights, sounds and discussions go-
ing on in their classrooms via their 
school-issued laptops or tablets.

The robot can be controlled 
around the school by students from 
home via wireless technology, and 

its motorized wheels allow it to trav-

el the hallways from class to class.

The robot can even go to the caf-

eteria and gym class so students can 

visit via video chat with their friends 

even as they’re sick in bed.

LeMire said the device will be 

especially useful for students who 

might have chronic illnesses that 

keep them out of school for weeks 

or months at a time.

“You would hope you’d never 

have to use a device like this because 

it means a kid’s too ill to come to 

school for a long time. God forbid 

cancer. But those things do arise,” 

LeMire said.

“You take a middle school stu-

dent away from the parts of school 

that are crucial, which a lot of that 

is their relationships here, their 

friends, that part of the environ-

ment, and it’s a double whammy. 

That’s why this (robot) is here. The 

device will put them in the class-

room when they can’t be there phys-

ically,” he said.

LeMire said the school is still 

testing and learning how to use Dr. 

Evil. It’s a knowledge curve that 

has included a few Edison students 

Janesville school, technology firm collaborate on electronic assistant

Meet Dr. Evil

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Edison Middle School student Zytasai Davis-Nururdin pauses as she encounters her principal Jim LeMire on the 
screen of a telepresence robot.

Nate Ellsworth, co-owner of N1 Critical Technologies, shows how the  
iPad-based telepresence robot operates Wednesday in the hallways of Edison 
Middle School in Janesville. The school intends to use it to help students who 
are home sick attend their classes from home. Ellsworth donated the device 
to the school.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
While many people spend Christmas Day gathered for a meal 

and gifts, sisters Mary Koller and Traci Shekhani have a different 
holiday tradition.

They will be working at Mercy Hospital and Trauma Center 
in Janesville.

They are among those who spend holidays at the hospital.
Koller and Shekhani are patient navigators at Mercyhealth 

and have worked in health care for more than 20 years.
At least half of their Christmas Days since working as nurs-

es have been spent at work, Shekhani said in an email to The 
Gazette.

Shekhani prays every holiday for an uneventful shift, she 
said. Unfortunately, that’s not always the case.

“Several Christmases that I’ve worked in the past I’ve taken 
care of people in end-of-life situations,” Shekhani said. “It is 
so hard seeing a family grieve, and at a time like Christmas it 
breaks your heart to think they will likely always relive those 
memories on Christmas.”

The hospital is filled with more visitors and families on 

Hospital holidays: Staff meet Christmas Day with optimism

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Mitch Gavar leads a rendition of ‘You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch’ during a perfor-
mance for patients Thursday on each floor of Mercy Hospital and Trauma Center 
in Janesville.

By Erik Wasson

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON
The Republican-controlled 

Congress on Thursday night 
managed the bare minimum 
task of keeping the government 
open, yet made little progress 
on a medley of divisive fiscal 
and social issues it will now be 
forced to confront in January.

Among these are resolving 
a long-running dispute over 
defense spending levels; rais-
ing the nation’s debt ceiling, 
which came back into force 
this month; and dealing with 
the looming deportations of 
undocumented immigrants, 
known as Dreamers, who ar-
rived in the U.S. as children.

All the unfinished business 
could impede President Donald 
Trump’s ability to rack up more 
legislative victories, including 
a large-scale infrastructure 
bill, before lawmakers turn 
their focus to campaigning for 
re-election.

“We need to get the left-
overs done,” said Ryan Costel-
lo, a Pennsylvania Republican. 
“Until we deal with Groundhog 
Day, we can’t move on to our 
agenda.”

Leaders were able to corral 
rank-and-file lawmakers to 
vote for a bare-bones funding 
patchwork, and the govern-
ment now has enough money 
to operate through Jan. 19.

Patience, however, is run-
ning thin among both Demo-
crats and Republicans, so the 
votes may not be there to keep 
delaying final spending mea-
sures for the current fiscal year.

Many lawmakers are eager 
to take agencies off auto-pilot 
and to devote more funding for 
the armed forces, the opioid 
abuse crisis, medical research 
and other priorities. They are 
divided, however, over how 
much to spend and how much 
to add to deficits.

To get the stopgap bill enact-
ed, lawmakers dropped plans 
to provide long-term financ-
ing for the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, or CHIP, 
and the community health cen-
ters program as well as a long-
term extension of electronic 

Congress 
will face 
a messy 

2018 start
Congress must deal 

with ‘leftovers’ 
to reach new items
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Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra .com
Beloit Turner’s Dai’Vontrelle Strong and Clinton’s 
Zach Krause battle for a loose ball during the first 
half of Friday’s Rock Valley Conference matchup 
in Clinton. Strong, a 6-6 sophomore center, scored 
32 points and had 26 rebounds to lead Turner to a 
78-52 victory over Clinton. Turner improved to 7-1 
on the season while Clinton slipped to 2-5. Story, 
Page 1B.

Sophomore lifts Turner to win


