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Workers, including Kurt White of Janesville (below), pre-
pare to hoist a Vietnam War-era Cobra helicopter into the 
air at the Janesville VFW post on Monday. The former gun-
ship recently got a new coat of paint with shark’s teeth, rem-
iniscent of the way crews painted them during the war. The 
crane later lifted it onto a new concrete pad and turned it so 
it faces the VFW building and away from its longtime over-
look of the Rock River.
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JANESVILLE
The two largest educational institu-

tions in Janesville will ask the public to 
pay for referendum projects in November, 
and both say their needs are real.

The Janesville School District and 

Blackhawk Technical College approved 

adding referendum questions to the Nov. 

3 ballot. The school district wants $22.5 

million for capital needs and $37 million 

for operations, while the college seeks $32 

million for educational improvements and 

a new building.

The final decision is up to voters, but 

leaders of both institutions say they real-

ize the significance of the requests during 

a pandemic.

Referendums divide city’s attention
Janesville School District, Blackhawk Technical College 

asking Janesville taxpayers for additional revenue

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
The Republican-controlled 

Wisconsin Legislature took no 

action in a special session Mon-

day called by the state’s 

Democratic governor to 

pass a package of bills 

on policing policies just 

over a week after a Keno-

sha police officer shot 

Jacob Blake seven times 

in the back.

Republicans started 

the session and recessed 

in both the Sen-

ate and Assem-

bly in less than 

30 seconds. That 

satisfied require-

ments of the law 

that they meet, 

even though 

almost no law-

makers were 

present. It’s a tac-

tic Republicans used in Novem-

ber when Gov. Tony Evers tried 

to force them to take action on 

gun control bills.

Republicans kept the session 

open rather than adjourning it, 

which means they could take 

action at a later date, although 

there are no signs they plan to 

do anything soon.

“Their silence on this issue, 

their inaction on this issue, sides 

with white supremacists,” said 

Democratic state Rep. David 

Bowen, a member of the Legisla-

tive Black Caucus, at a news con-

ference Monday urging Republi-

cans to pass the bills.

Republ ican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos, 

on the same day Evers 

called the special ses-

sion, said he intends to 

convene a task force on 

“racial disparities, edu-

cational opportunities, 

public safety, and police 

policies and standards.” 

Vos on Monday decried 

the special ses-

sion as “divi-

sive and par-

tisan politics” 

and instead said 

the task force, to 

be chaired by a 

Republican who 

is white, was “an 

opportunity to 

bring people together to find 

solutions.”

Republican Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald, who is 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

MADISON

While some other col-

lege campuses across the 

country have opened and 

quickly reversed course 
because of the coronavirus, 
Interim UW System Presi-
dent Tommy Thompson 
said Monday he feels “very 
strongly that we should 
open up.”

Thompson spoke con-
fidently about the state of 
the system’s virus testing, 
saying: “We think our test-
ing is probably the best of 
any university in the United 
States right now.”

He said the sys-
tem is “doing every-
thing we possi-
bly can” to protect 
students, univer-
sity employees and 
others connected to 
campuses.

“We feel very 
good about it,” he 
said of opening up cam-
puses. “Yes, we should open 
up. Our colleges need (to be) 
opened up. Students want 

to come back. ... We 
feel very strongly 
that we should 
open up.”

T h o m p s o n 
answered ques-
tions during a vir-
tual press con-
ference Monday, 
two days before 

UW-Whitewater and other 
campuses are scheduled to 
begin the fall semester with 
in-person classes, virtual 

learning or a blend of the 
two.

UW-W has previously 
announced it will require 
masks and social distanc-
ing, request daily online 
health screenings and offer 
some testing for symptom-
atic students.

But later in the summer, 
the system said in an Aug. 
6 news release that $32 
million from the federal 
CARES Act shared by Gov. 

Tony Evers’ office will help 

“employ a robust COVID-19 

testing regimen.”

Thompson also said 

Monday that students liv-

ing in residence halls would 

be tested—and receive 

rapid results—at least every 

two weeks, but he was hop-

ing to move that up to every 

week.

“It’s expensive, but we’re 

Thompson ‘strongly’ advocates opening UW System campuses

Thompson

Interim president 
confident in testing 

protocols it has

GOP declines  
to act on Evers’ 

policing bills
Governor called  
special session  

to consider measures

Evers

VosFitzgerald
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Kenosha braces
President Donald Trump 

has the beleaguered city 

on his itinerary today  

despite calls from local 

and state leaders asking 

him to stay away. Page 2A

Autumn outlook
Health experts worry 

summer could give way 

to a season of worsening 

coronavirus statistics 

thanks to a variety of 

factors. Page 6B

Been here before
Miami’s Jimmy Butler 

scored a playoff career high 

40 points to beat the Bucks 

and give them a 1-0 series 

deficit for the second time 

in the playoffs. Page 1B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=c6eeefec-9f60-5ff3-980c-6d815669f048

