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Above: A worker smoothes a patch of freshly poured con-
crete Wednesday in front of City Hall in Janesville. City Engi-
neer Mike Payne said renovations to City Hall likely will not 
be complete until mid-November. The project had been 
slated to be finish in October. Crews found more damage 
and deterioration than expected once demolition began, 
setting the project back at least a month. Interior fixes are 
being done concurrently including office renovation and 
front window replacement. Left: Workers survey the fresh 
concrete in front of City Hall in Janesville on Wednesday.
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From the ground up

By Andrew Taylor and Lolita C. Baldor

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
The Pentagon will cut funding from mil-

itary projects like schools, target ranges 

and maintenance facilities to pay for the 

construction of 175 miles of fencing along 

the U.S.-Mexico border, diverting a total 

$3.6 billion to President Donald Trump’s 

long-promised barrier.

Projects in 23 states, 19 countries and 

three U.S. territories would be stalled or 

killed by the plan, though just $1.1 billion 

in cuts would strike the continental U.S., 

according to a list released Wednesday by 

the Pentagon. Almost $700 million would 

come from projects in U.S. territories, with 

another $1.8 billion coming from projects 

on overseas bases.

Trump’s move would take the biggest 

step yet in delivering on his promise to 

build a wall to block immigrants from 

entering the country illegally. But it could 

come at the expense of projects that the 
Pentagon acknowledged might be difficult 
to fund anew. Capitol Hill Democrats, out-
raged over Trump’s use of an emergency 
order for the wall, promised they won’t 
approve money to revive them.

A senior defense official told report-
ers the Pentagon is having conversa-
tions with members of Congress to urge 
them to restore the funding. The official 
agreed that the department has “a lot of 
work ahead of us” considering that Con-
gress has given no guarantee it will pro-
vide money for the defunded projects. The 
official was not authorized to discuss the 

details publicly so spoke on condition of 

anonymity.

In addition, new stretches of fenc-

ing proposed along the Rio Grande and 

through a wildlife refuge in Arizona prom-

ise to ignite legal battles that could delay 

the wall projects as well.

The military base projects facing the 

chopping block tend to address less urgent 

needs like new parking at the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point, New York, and a 

variety of small arms ranges at bases in 

Wisconsin and Oklahoma. But a “cyber ops 

Funding pulled from bases for wall
US deferring military projects to pay for border barriers

Janesville City Council studies 
possible change to meetings

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Residents who attend Janesville City 

Council meetings won’t see changes to the 

public comment period, at least for now.

The council could not 

reach a consensus during 

a study session Wednesday 

on whether changes to the 

public comment process 

are needed.

Council President Rich 

Gruber chose to leave the 

issue on the table, welcom-

ing council members to 

advance proposals if they 

wish. Public comment will remain the 

same unless a council member requests 

to add the issue to a future agenda.

Under current ordinance, residents 

can speak about whatever they want for 

Public 
comment 
preserved 

for now

Live Nation will 
maintain its lease

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

EAST TROY

Just a year after the 

Alpine Valley Music The-

atre got back on its feet 

and began hosting shows 

after a 2017 shutdown, the 

renowned outdoor music 

venue and amphitheater 

in East Troy has sold.

Consolidated-Tomoka 

Land Company, a Day-

tona Beach, Florida, real 

estate investment com-

pany, announced this week 

it has bought the 150-acre 

music venue off County D. 

The purchase includes the 

theater’s 37,000-capacity 

amphitheater and its 7,500-

seat pavilion.

According to state 

Department of Revenue 

property transfer records, 

Consolidated-Tomoka paid 

the former owner, an affil-

iate of Milwaukee firm Zil-

ber Property Group, $7.5 

million for Alpine.

The venue has had a 
more than 40-year history 
hosting concerts by such 
performers as The Grate-
ful Dead, Jimmy Buffet, 
the Rolling Stones, Pearl 

Jam and the Dave Mat-
thews Band.

Zilber had owned Alpine 
since 1989.

Under the sale, Live 
Nation Entertainment, the 

company that leases and 

manages Alpine Valley as 

a concert venue, will con-

tinue a contracted lease 

through 2030, Consolidat-

ed-Tomoka announced.

Consolidated-Tomoka 

said Live Nation’s lease 

will include annual rent 

increases over the next 11 

Alpine Valley sells to Florida-based company for $7.5 million
It’s not immediately clear what, if any, impact the new  

ownership would have on Live Nation’s operations or  

entertainment bookings at the venue.
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Rivals kick off NFL’s 100th seasonArt on asphalt
Chalk artists coming 

to Janesville Saturday 

and Sunday for Art 

Infusion celebration. 

kicks, inside Everything you need to know about the 199th 

meeting of the Packers and the Bears. Page 4B
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