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By Lee Bergquist

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

The Department of Natural Resources 
is rolling out plans for a new pricing sys-
tem for camping and daily admission at 
state parks that will mean higher rates at 
the most popular campgrounds and price 
cuts at parks not as popular.

The DNR is raising fees for camping 
at 38 properties at various times this year 
and is cutting fees at 36 others. The big-
gest increases would be $7 per day and the 
biggest cuts would be $5 per day.

Also, the daily entrance fees at three 
popular parks—Devil’s Lake, Peninsula 
and Willow River—would increase.

The changes have been approved by 
DNR Secretary Dan Meyer and will be 
reviewed by the Natural Resources Board 
at its next regular meeting Jan. 24 in Mad-
ison.

The DNR says the new pricing is ex-
pected to take effect after Feb. 15.

The agency is retooling the fee struc-
ture after the Legislature in 2015 cut all 
general-purpose funding for the parks 
system. At the time, lawmakers directed 
the DNR to shift to a new business model 
and rely solely on fees and other revenue 
it can generate.

The change brought criticism from 
many Democrats who said fee increases 
would fall hardest on those looking for 
affordable types of recreation.

In an interview Thursday, state parks 
director Ben Bergey said the changes are 
projected to generate an additional $1.1 
million annually for the parks system.

The parks system should be able to 
avoid a shortfall, and some users will be 
able to pay less for some camping sites 
at certain times of the year, Bergey said.

Summer changes
Prices would increase for camp-

grounds that have an occupancy rate 
during designated periods of 80 percent 
or higher. By contrast, price cuts would 
go into effect for campgrounds with an 
occupancy of 30 percent or less during 
designated periods.

The pricing changes are driven by 
customer demand, meaning that in some 
cases, campers will pay higher prices in 
some seasons for some sites and less in 
other times of the year.

Devil’s Lake and Peninsula state parks, 
for example, would see an increase of $7 
for an electrified site on summer week-
ends and a $2 increase for a nonelectri-
fied site.

Camping fees already vary between 
parks. With the changes proposed, a res-
ident camper at Devil’s Lake and Penin-
sula would see prices rise from $30 to 
$37 on the weekend in the summer for 
a site with electric service—a 23 percent 
increase.

Devil’s Lake gets more than 2.5 million 

visitors annually, according to Friends of 

Devil’s Lake State Park. Peninsula attracts 

more than 1 million people annually, says 

Friends of Peninsula State Park.

Willow River, High Cliff and Kohler-An-

drae would see an increase of $5 for sites 

with electric service.

The increases would be the same for 

resident and nonresident campers.

Bergey said the high prices at peak 

periods for these popular parks will help 

the DNR manage capacity.

Year-round changes
The daily entrance fee for Devil’s Lake 

would increase from $8 to $13 for Wis-

consin residents, up almost 63 percent. 

For nonresidents, it would also increase 

by $5—from $11 to $16.

A smaller increase of $2 is planned for 

Peninsula and Willow River. Residents 

would pay $10 for a daily entrance fee 

and nonresidents would pay $13.

Charges for hourly fees at parks, prices 

for annual stickers and discounted fees 

for Wisconsin residents 65 and older 

would not change.

The price increases and decreases 

will be built into the reservation system, 

Bergey said, allowing users to see the 

price changes over the course of the year.

One example of a price decrease, he 

said, is at Lake Kegonsa State Park. A 

nonelectric site on weekdays would drop 

from $20 to $15, he said.

DNR announces fee increases

By Bill Glauber

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Once again, House Speaker 

Paul Ryan was dragged Friday 

to a place he really doesn’t like 

to go: Responding to some-

thing said by President Donald 

Trump.

A day af-

ter Trump 

r e p o r t e d l y 

made de-

rogatory re-

marks about 

Haiti and 

African na-

tions during a 

White House 

meeting on 

immigration, Ryan called the 

president’s comments “very 

unfortunate” and “unhelpful.”

Ryan came to Milwaukee 

to tout his party’s tax overhaul 

during an appearance at an 

event organized by WisPolitics. 

He did that at length.

But Ryan also discussed his 

Irish roots and said immigra-

tion is “a thing to celebrate.”

“I read those comments lat-

er last night,” he said. “So first 

thing that came to my mind was 

very unfortunate, unhelpful. 

But you know what I thought 

of right away, I thought about 

my own family.

“My family, like a whole lot 

of people, came from Ireland 

on what they called the coffin 

ships then. Came here and 

worked the railroads. The Irish 

were really looked down upon 

back in those days. I hear all 

these stories from my relatives 

about ‘Irish need not apply.’ We 

could basically get construc-

tion jobs, cops and firefighter 

jobs.”

On Friday, Trump denied 

using the words “shithole 

countries,” to describe Haiti 

and African nations in a meet-

ing with lawmakers Thursday 

at the White House.

But Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., 

said Trump had indeed made 

those comments in his pres-

ence.
During an interview with 

WKOW-TV in Madison, Re-
publican U.S. Sen. Ron John-
son called on Trump to apol-
ogize.

“When you are in public life, 
I think you do really need to 
hold yourself to a higher stan-
dard. Children are watching. 
The world is watching,” John-
son told Capital City Sunday in 
a segment recorded Friday. “I 
think the president ought to 
apologize.”

Ryan said he wanted to get 
a deal done on Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals, help-
ing so-called Dreamers who 
were brought to this country 
as children by their parents.

He also said there will not 
be a government shutdown 
next week. He expressed confi-
dence that Congress will come 
up with a deal to renew the 
Children’s Health Insurance 
Program.

Ryan continued to make a 
full-court press on the bene-
fits of the tax bill and said 2 
million workers have already 
been offered bonuses and pay 
increases since the Republican 
overhaul was signed into law.

Ryan said the U.S. now has 
one of the best tax codes in the 
industrialized world and said 
the bill is becoming more pop-
ular since it was enacted.

Ryan said Republicans will 
focus on workforce develop-
ment and infrastructure. But 
he acknowledged there won’t 
be any legislation on Social 
Security and Medicare, which 
need bipartisan support to 
tackle an overhaul.

Referring to the 2018 mid-
terms and the possibility of 
a wave of Democrats being 
elected to Congress, Ryan said: 
“History says we should lose 32 
seats. ... we have to buck his-
tory.”

Ryan said a wave of GOP 
retirements in the House was 
something he “pretty much 
expected,” since Republican 
chairs are term-limited.

‘Very unfortunate’
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DOJ names new environmental director
MADISON—Republican Attorney General Brad Schimel 

has picked a new director for the state Department of Justice’s 

Environmental Protection Unit.

Schimel chose Assistant Attorney General 

Anna J. Wildeman to head the unit. Before she 

joined the DOJ in 2016 she served as an envi-

ronmental attorney for the U.S. Chamber of 

Commerce in Washington, D.C.

She replaces David P. Ross, whom President 

Donald Trump appointed as assistant admin-

istrator in the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency’s Office of Water.

Democratic legislators have criticized 

Schimel for not levying more fines against polluters. DOJ fines 

against polluters dropped to their lowest point in 2015 since at 

least 1994.

Schimel has countered that he has leveraged concessions 

from polluters that will make the state cleaner.

Man convicted in scrap metal scheme
FOND DU LAC—A businessman pleaded no contest Thurs-

day in a scheme that bilked a Fond du Lac firm out of $14 million.

Sterling Kienbaum, of Oshkosh, pleaded no contest to rack-

eteering and theft by false representation, WLUK-TV reported. 

Four other theft counts were dismissed, according to court re-

cords.

Prosecutors said Kienbaum operated Fox Valley Iron & Metal 

and paid employees at Sadoff Iron & Metal to accept overloaded 

scrap vehicles filled with dirt, falsely inflating the metal con-

tent from 2008 to 2015. Two Sadoff workers were convicted and 

placed on probation

Kienbaum is to be sentenced June 5.

By Jason Stein

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Tens of thousands of needy 
but able-bodied adults in Wis-
consin could 
have to work 
to qualify for 
state health 
coverage un-
der a plan 
from Gov. 
Scott Walk-
er that has 
won support 
from Presi-
dent Donald 
Trump’s administration.

Walker immediately 
praised the move, which he 
said would spur more Wiscon-
sinites to work and which crit-
ics said would spur lawsuits.

Seema Verma, head of the 
federal Centers for Medi-

care and Medicaid Services, 

opened the way this week for 

states to require “able-bodied, 

working-age Medicaid ben-

eficiaries” to participate in 

skills training, education, job 

search, vol-

unteering or 

caregiving.

“ M e d i c -

aid needs to 

be more flex-

ible so that 

states can 

best address 

the needs of 

this popula-

tion,” Verma 

said in a statement. “Our fun-

damental goal is to make a 

positive and lasting difference 

in the health and wellness of 

our beneficiaries.”

Walker and his fellow GOP 

governors in nine other states 

have sought to impose work 

and training requirements on 

the Medicaid program known 

in Wisconsin as BadgerCare. 

But to do it they needed the 

backing of federal officials.

Jon Peacock, research di-

rector of the advocacy group 

Kids Forward, said he expect-

ed the decision to spark a fed-

eral lawsuit from opponents.

He said the deal would hurt 

needy college students and 

adults caring for elderly par-

ents and would do less to get 

people working than address-

ing other problems such as a 

lack of transportation.

“If proponents of work re-

quirements truly want to help 

people find work, they should 

invest in things like skills 

training and improved access 

to child care, rather than in-

creasing red tape and making 

it harder for people to access 

health care,” Peacock said.

Democratic National Com-

mittee spokeswoman Mandy 

McClure blasted the propos-

als, calling them “inhumane.” 

She said the vast majority of 

Medicaid recipients either 

work already or face an ob-

stacle to employment such as 

a disability or advanced age.

“This is nothing but yet an-

other excuse for Republicans 

to try to kick people off of their 

health insurance,” she said.

Walker and GOP lawmak-

ers approved legislation last 

year to move forward with 

work and drug testing require-

ments, which together could 

affect a large number of state 

residents.

Starting in April 2019, the 

changes could affect 148,000 

childless adults in Wisconsin 

with incomes below the fed-

eral poverty level—$12,060 a 

year for a single adult.

Walker praises White House’s Medicaid move

Associated Press

MADISON

The UW-Madison political 

science department plans to 

warn students considering 

internships with Democratic 

Rep. Josh Zepnick that he has 

been accused of sexual mis-

conduct.

The department forward-

ed a job posting Friday for 

interns in Zepnick’s office to 

its majors, the Capital Times 

reported.

Department Chairman 

John Zumbrunnen said the 

department plans to reach out 
to its students again to make 
them aware that two anony-
mous women have accused 
Zepnick of drunkenly kissing 
them against their will at po-
litical events in 2011 and 2015.

Zumbrunnen said the de-
partment has never faced a 
situation like this. He added 
that student safety must come 
first and they should make in-
formed decisions.

Zepnick didn’t immedi-
ately reply to an email from 
The Associated Press seeking 
comment.

The women’s accusations 

came to light in a Capital Times 

story in December. Zepnick 

has admitted the allegations 

are true.

Legislative leaders have de-

manded that Zepnick resign 

but he has refused. Democrats 

have stripped him of his com-

mittee assignments and he 

has agreed not to participate 

in closed caucuses with his fel-

low Democrats.

The Assembly is scheduled 

to convene Tuesday for its first 

floor session since the allega-

tions broke. Zepnick has said 

he expects to attend as usual.

UW to warn students about working in Zepnick’s office
Democrat accused  

of unwanted kissing

Visiting, camping at state’s 
more popular parks to get 
more expensive this year

In Milwaukee, Speaker Ryan addresses  
President Trump’s immigration remarks
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