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Treasure hunters
Resellers frequent resale 

shops, garage sales and 

flea markets to find items 

they can turn around 

and sell on the internet. 
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Swing-N-Slide 

moving operations
Workers at the company’s 

Janesville facility have  

been offered a chance 

to relocate, company 

officials say. Page 3A

Evansville kickers win
A day after losing, the Evansville 

girls soccer team recovered  

with a 2-1 victory over Big Foot/ 

Williams Bay in Rock Valley  

Conference action Friday  

in Williams Bay. Page 1B

Parker boys, girls teams triumph in annual Cougar Relays

By Patrick Marley and Kevin Crowe

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Overtime for state employ-

ees jumped 12% last year under 
a system that allowed dozens of 
employees to more than double 
their pay by routinely working 

long hours.

The state spent $80.9 million 

on overtime in 2018, or $8.7 mil-

lion more than the $72.2 million it 

spent in 2017, according to a Mil-

waukee Journal Sentinel analysis 

of payroll data released under the 

state’s open records law.

More than three-fourths of 

the overtime—$63.6 million—

was rung up at the Department 

of Corrections and Department 

of Health Services, which have 

struggled to keep employees at 

facilities that must be staffed 

around the clock.

That meant big paydays for 

employees willing to work long 

hours week in and week out, 

including a nurse who made 

nearly $217,000 last year.

In all, 40 state workers dou-

bled or more than doubled their 

pay by working overtime. There 

were 418 state workers who made 

$25,000 or more in overtime last 

year.

Overtime costs for the state 

have been on a steady rise for 

years. Last year’s outlay was 64% 

higher than the $49.4 million the 

state spent a half-dozen years ago, 

in 2012.

Wisconsin and other states for 

years have had trouble hiring and 

retaining correctional officers 

and health-care workers amid 

a growing economy. The staff-

ing shortage has forced Wiscon-

sin officials to rely on overtime to 

cover essential shifts.

State workers receive their 

normal hourly wage for the first 

40 hours they work in a week. In 

most cases, they receive one and 

a half times that pay rate for the 

hours they work beyond that.

Some employees in prisons 

and other state facilities are put-

ting in twice as many hours as a 

typical American worker.

“Working that much over-

time every single week is really 

quite unsafe—definitely not what 

I think any administration or any 

correctional facility would rec-

ommend,” said Jeff Mellow, a pro-

fessor who specializes in correc-

tional policies at John Jay College 

of Criminal Justice in New York.

Prison officials should put 

more limits on overtime to ensure 

workers are well rested enough 

that they can do their jobs prop-

erly, he said.

“Corrections is already a 

Overtime pay  
for state workers  
rises 12% in 2018

State of Wisconsin has overtime blues

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Gas prices might continue 

inching up over the next few 

weeks, possibly rising about 15 

cents a gallon by June, experts say.

The highest gas price in Janes-

ville on Friday was $2.79 a gallon, 

and the lowest was $2.67 a gallon. 

Those prices could jump 5 to 15 

cents over the next four weeks, 

said Patrick DeHaan, head of 

petroleum analysis at GasBuddy.

com.

Seasonal refinery mainte-

nance is expected to cause the 

spike, DeHaan said. As refineries 

prepare for the summer driving 

season by performing inspec-

tions and facility upgrades, gaso-

line supplies likely will be lower, 

he said.

Additionally, southeastern 

Wisconsin uses a different gaso-

line in the summer than the rest 

of the state, which also could con-

tribute to the increase.

The region is required by the 

U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency to use reformulated gas-

oline, a higher-quality fuel that 

helps mitigate smog and gener-

ally is more expensive.

DeHaan said northwestern 

Indiana and the Chicago suburbs 

also must use reformulated gas 

because they are part of a large 

Gas prices might 
inch up in coming 
weeks, experts say

By Christopher Rugaber and Stan Choe

AP Business Writers

WASHINGTON
The worries that hung ominously over 

the U.S. economy early this year appear 
to have lifted. And that sunnier picture 
has helped bolster confidence in the stock 
market—driving the benchmark S&P 500 
index to another record high Friday.

The latest dose of encouragement came 

in a report Friday that the U.S. economy 

grew much faster than expected in the Jan-

uary-March quarter, suggesting that the 

nearly decade-long expansion still has a 

ways to go.

Other recent signs have fed a grow-

ing view among many analysts that the 

economy faces little risk of slipping into a 

recession anytime soon as some had feared 

when the year began. Retail sales jumped 

in March. And with hiring solid and wages 

rising at a decent pace, consumer spend-

ing will likely strengthen in the coming 

months.

In Friday’s report, the government said 

the economy grew at a 3.2% annual rate in 

the first quarter. That’s much better than 

the 1% or below rate that was forecast in 

the early weeks of 2019.

Though the economy is widely expected 

to slow in the current quarter to a roughly 

2% rate or less, such a pace would still pro-

duce annual growth for the first half of the 

year of roughly 2.5%. That would be a solid 

gain. And it would be in line with the mod-

est but steady growth that has prevailed for 

most of the expansion.

It’s also a far brighter scenario than the 

one envisioned late last year and early this 

year. A 35-day partial shutdown of the gov-

ernment remained in effect through most 

of January. Global growth was sputtering 

in the midst of the U.S.-China trade war. 

Stocks plummeted in December as the 

Federal Reserve raised short-term inter-

est rates for the eighth time in nine quar-

ters and signaled that further tightening 

was likely. Mortgage rates rose, discourag-

ing many would-be home buyers.

American households also cut back: 

Retailers’ sales were weak in January and 

February, adding to the bleak outlook.

Outlook for the US economy and stock market brightens
Solid growth defies fears 

of recession, but hurdles linger

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Runners take off for the boys distance relay Friday during the Cougar Relays at Monterey Stadium in  
Janesville. It was Janesville Parker’s night to shine as both the boys and girls teams won the team titles in 
the meet’s 72nd running. For a story, see Page 1B. To find a gallery of additional photos from Friday’s 
meet, go to gazettextra.com/multimedia.
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