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•Gaddis Crosby Jr.
•Lawrence E. Edwards
•Ollie Harvey
•Stacy B. Hermann
•Judith “Judy” Hoffman
•William R. King III

•Michael R. “Mike” Klotz
•Gerald “Jerry” Lux
•Robert D. “Bob” Nelson
•Donna J. Ott
•Lue Marie (Sharp) Randle

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 46 | Low 23  

Partly sunny  
and chilly
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By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Valencia Riley discovered her calling 

at a woman’s expo in 2016 when she hap-

pened upon a man selling shea butter. After 

buying the product, Riley realized she had 

no contact information for the seller to buy 

it from him again.

“It worked well with my skin and I loved 

the way it smelled,” Riley said.

This gave her the idea to try to make 

a shea butter herself that would work for 

people with skin issues similar to hers. 

Riley experimented with different butters 

and through trial and error, created her 

product mix. After perfecting her product, 

she shared her shea butter with her mother 

and grandmother. Her mother encouraged 

Riley to start selling the product.

She created her shea butter by using a 

combination of kukai butter from Hawaii, 

mango butter, magnesium and added fra-

grance. The kukai butter is used for sun-

burn and windburn, while the mango but-

ter makes skin soft and is an emolia type of 

butter. Riley adds magnesium to her prod-

uct because she says it can help with more 

than 600 functions in the body.

“I have my product in over 600 different 

fragrances,” Riley said. “You’re able to mix 

The smell 
of success

Sara Myers/smyers@gazettextra.com
A box of items made by Valencia Riley of Janes-
ville is shown. Riley makes and sells lotions, 
body oils and more under the brand name The 
Sophisticated Lady.

By Danielle Kaeding

Wisconsin Public Radio

MADISON

Wisconsin residents affected by PFAS 

contamination say the Biden adminis-

tration’s recently announced strategy 

to address harmful forever chemicals 

doesn’t go far enough and highlights 

the need for state standards. But indus-

try officials argue state regulators should 

wait for the U.S. Environmental Protec-

tion Agency to set federal drinking water 

regulations.

The EPA recently announced a broad 

plan to address perfluoroalkyl and polyflu-

oroalkyl substances that have been found 

in products such as nonstick cookware, 

firefighting foams and food packaging. 

The chemicals don’t break down easily in 

the environment and have been linked to 

serious health conditions, including kid-

ney and testicular cancers, thyroid disease 

and fertility issues.

The EPA’s plan would set federal drink-

ing water standards in the next two years 

for two of the most widely studied PFAS 

chemicals: PFOA and PFOS. The strategy 

also seeks to prevent PFAS releases into 

the environment and speed along clean 

up and disposal of the chemicals at mil-

itary and industrial sites.

“What it will all come down to for states 

and for communities like ours are tangi-

ble action,” said Kayla Furton, supervisor 

for the town of Peshtigo.

Furton, who is a mother of three, is 

among many residents who have been 

affected by PFAS contamination stem-

ming from Tyco Fire Products’ fire train-

ing facility in Marinette. While she feels 

federal action is long overdue, Furton said 

it’s a step in the right direction that under-

scores the need for the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources to set stan-

dards for PFAS.

“Not only do I think that the DNR needs 

to continue in the rulemaking process (to 

set standards), but Wisconsin needs to 

Advocates say federal PFAS strategy not sufficient, seek state standards

TRIAL OF KYLE RITTENHOUSE: DAY 1

By Scott Bauer, Michael Tarm 

and Amy Forliti

Associated Press

KENOSHA

A jury was selected in a sin-

gle day Monday for the homi-

cide trial of Kyle Rittenhouse, 

the teenager who shot three 

people while they were out on 

the streets of Kenosha during 

a protest against racial injus-

tice last year.

Opening statements are 

set to begin this morning.

The jury in the politically 

charged case must decide 

whether Rittenhouse acted 

in self-defense, as his law-

yers claim, or was engaged in 

vigilantism when the 17-year-

old opened fire with an AR-15-

style semiautomatic rifle in 

August 2020, killing two men 

and wounding a third.

In an all-day session that 

ran well past dark, 20 peo-

ple—12 jurors and eight 

alternates—were selected. 

The judge said he would 

decide at the end of the trial 

which ones are alternates 

and which ones will delib-

erate. The 20 consist of 11 

women and nine men.

Jurors were not asked to 

identify their race during the 

selection process, and the 

court did not immediately 

provide a racial breakdown 

of the group.

The seating of a jury 

moved along rapidly, given 

20 picked to be on jury
Opening statements 

to be given today

Photos by Sean Krajacic/The Kenosha News via AP
Kyle Rittenhouse walks into court for the start of jury selection on the first day of his trial in Kenosha County Court on Monday. Ritten-
house is accused of killing two people and wounding a third during a protest over police brutality in Kenosha last year.

Judge Bruce Schroeder addresses the jury pool at the start of jury 
selection in Kyle Rittenhouse’s trial in Kenosha County Court on 
Monday.

Local officials hope lawmakers 
can come up with solutions

Janesville woman makes, sells 
skin care products online

‘A true legend’
State Capitol and Executive 

Residence Board approves 

placement of a statue of 

Vel Phillips on the state 

Capitol grounds in Monday 

vote. Page 2A

Postseason honors
Two Parker football players, 

Abiathar Curry and J.J. 

Douglas, were named 

to the Badger Large 

Conference first team 

Sunday night. Page 1B

Check the map
The city of Janesville will 

begin curbside loose leaf 

collection next week. See 

when municipal trucks will 

be in your neighborhood. 
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