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JANESVILLE

For a brief moment Tuesday, down-

town Janesville looked more apt to host 

the swim leg of a triathlon rather than fre-

netic bike races.

A midday del-

uge forced Town 

Square Gran 

Prix organizers 

to delay races for 

about an hour.

The rainfall 

pelted the pavement and brought down-

town to a temporary standstill. At that 

point, Drown Square Gran Prix might have 

been a more fitting title.

But the storm was a distant memory by 

late afternoon. The rain gave way to warm 

sunshine just as many were leaving work, 

and downtown filled with hordes of peo-

ple around the racecourse.

Janesville’s second year hosting a leg 

of the 11-day Tour of America’s Dairyland 

was an undisputed success, organizers 

said Tuesday evening.

In fact, the success was record-setting. 

Race co-chair John Westphal said the 

$25,000 worth of primes—cash rewards 

for winning given laps—was a single-day 

record for USA Cycling.

The announcer calling the race told 

the crowd that riders around the world 
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Claudette Burger
•Susan J. Diderich
•John “Jack” Fogle
•Thaddeus “Ted” Jackowski
•Margaret B. Johnson
•Shirley A. Kirchner

•Mac L. Krohn
•Elizabeth J. “Betty” Larsen
•Anna Mae Marsh
•Isaac Bruce Tessier
•James “Jim” Vogel

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 86 | Low 66  

Pleasant with 
plenty of sunshine

More on 9A

Paying the school board?
The Janesville School Board will vote 

next month on whether the district 

should pay board members. If  

approved, the plan wouldn’t go  

into effect until 2020. Page 3A

Interleague loss
Seattle’s four-run third 

inning propels the Mariners 

to a win over the struggling 

Milwaukee Brewers at 

Miller Park. Page 1B

State Senate will consider 
Republican plan today

By Patrick Marley and Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Republicans in the state Assembly 

approved a state budget late Tuesday 

after adding provisions they believed 

would get the $81.5 billion spending 

package through the GOP-controlled 

Senate.

The eleventh-hour tweaks would 

give counties 35 more prosecutors, 

prevent a committee of lawmakers 

from imposing new vehicle fees on its 

own and allow Tesla to directly sell its 

electric vehicles to consumers. Other 

changes would make it harder for Gov. 

Tony Evers to reshape the budget using 

his veto powers.

But the budget the Assembly 

approved largely on party lines would 

not have the state cover two-thirds 

of school costs, despite pledges from 

Republicans to do that.

The Assembly passed the budget 

60-39, with three Republicans joining 

all Democrats to oppose it. The Republi-

cans voting no were Reps. Janel Brandt-

jen of Menomonee Falls, Rick Gundrum 

of Slinger and Timothy Ramthun of 

Campbellsport.

The Senate is set to take up the bud-

get today.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos of 

Rochester told Democrats they were a 

“rubber stamp for liberalism” who were 

declaring “Wisconsin stinks” by voting 

as a bloc against the budget.

“You wonder why Gov. Evers never 

asked for your input? Because you’re 

irrelevant,” Vos told Democrats. “We 

went to the middle, but it’s never enough 

for you.”

Vos and other Republicans in recent 

months have said they planned to have 

the state cover two-thirds of the costs for 

schools, but the nonpartisan Legislative 

Fiscal Bureau found the GOP budget 

Company’s papers will 
work together: Official

Gazette staff

BELOIT

Adams Publishing Group 

announced Tuesday it has 

acquired Greater Beloit Publish-

ing, adding to a growing group of 

newspapers in southcentral Wis-
consin and setting the table for 
those papers to work together, a 
company executive said.

Greater Beloit Publishing 
comprises the Beloit Daily News, 
Weekend Daily News and My 
Stateline Shopper, all formerly 
owned by Hagadone Newspa-
pers, which has owned the Daily 
News since 1969, that newspaper 
reported.

The announcement 
comes three weeks 
after Adams announced 
the acquisition of The 
Gazette.

The company planned 
to complete purchases of 
Rock County’s two daily 
newspapers Tuesday, 
said Jeff Patterson, presi-
dent of Adams Publishing Group 
Central Division.

The new “regional 
group” of newspapers 
in southern Wisconsin 
will plan ways to share 
resources and improve 
their news and advertis-
ing, Patterson said.

Minneapolis-based 
Adams Publishing also 
operates daily news-

papers in Fort Atkinson and 
Watertown and weeklies in Sun 

Prairie, Waterloo, Cottage Grove, 

Cambridge, Lake Mills, Milton, 

Waunakee, DeForest and Lodi.

“There are some tremendous 

opportunities, moving forward, 

with a strengthened group like 

this,” which could mean better 

content for readers, Patterson 

said.

“We are very excited to have 

New Gazette owner Adams Publishing adds Beloit Daily News to portfolio

Patterson

Turn to ADAMS on Page 9A

RELATED
• Local riders: Handful 

of cyclists with Janesville roots 
competed in Tuesday’s bike 
races./Page 1B

Organizers: Amount 
of prime money a sign 
of bike race’s success

Cash & cowbells

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Cyclists ride down the Court Street hill Tuesday during the final race of the Town Square Gran Prix in Janesville. The race was part of the 11-day 
Tour of America’s Dairyland. It was Janesville’s second year as a host city. For video from the day, go to gazettextra.com/multimedia.

Turn to CASH on Page 5A

Cyclists race through a thunderstorm Tuesday during the Town Square Gran Prix in down-
town Janesville.

Assembly 
passes 
budget 

proposal

Turn to BUDGET on Page 9A
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