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Whitewater advances
UW-Whitewater pulled away  

for a 54-21 win after a stiff early 

challenge by De Pere’s St. Norbert 

to win a second-round NCAA 

Division III playoff game Saturday. 
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A search for brooms
Josef “Joe” Braeu scours the 

woods seeking a slow-growing 

mass of branches found on 

trees called a witch’s broom. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 37 | Low 24  

A little snow, 
mainly later
More on 9A

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Mary Jo Ferko was excited.

It was 1968. She was a fifth-grader at 

St. Lucy’s Catholic School 

in Racine, and she had 

been called out of class for 

a meeting in the office.

For more than a year, 

she and four of her class-

mates had been writing to 

U.S. Marine Harry Warren 

Schneider, who was fight-

ing the war in Vietnam.

Schneider sent her kindly letters, and 

she felt she was connected to something 

big that was happening. The war in Viet-

nam was constantly in the news in those 

years.

“Today was my birthday. I am 19 years 

old now, although I don’t seem any older 

than yesterday,” he wrote to her on Nov. 

21, 1968. “You know something? I don’t 

live very far from you. My hometown is 

Janesville.”

Mary Jo Ross, the woman that little girl 

grew up to become, said the letters were a 

big part of her life.

“He wasn’t just a pen pal. He represent-

ed our culture at the time. … I think it 

was that connection to what was going on 

in our world with the war and to know 

you really knew somebody that was right 

there and part of it, and he was going to 

tell you about it, that you were making a 

difference in someone’s life. … He always 

made it sound like our letter was the best 

thing happening to him, and I guess it was.

“It was on TV every night, and I would 

see that and think, that’s what Mr. Schnei-

der is doing.”

So when young Mary Jo and the other 

four students were called to the office, she 

was thrilled because she expected to hear 

that Warren, as he asked her to call him, 

was going to meet them.

The students’ fourth-grade teacher, 

Mary Bany, arranged for the class to be 

pen pals with soldiers in Vietnam. Ross 

isn’t sure where she got the names and 

addresses.

“She was really a special teacher. She 

was a sweet lady. She was young, she was 

tender, loving. We were so lucky to have 

her,” Ross recalled.

Letters from Vietnam
The students wrote a prayer for Schnei-

der, and he thanked them, writing: “Now 

I know for sure that someone is watching 

over us.”

In more than one letter, he asked her 

By Rick Romell

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

The state’s deal with 

Foxconn Technology Group 

is done and the contracts 

signed, but the recently un-

veiled agreements between 

Amazon and New York and 

Virginia have put Wiscon-

sin’s subsidies for the Tai-

wan-based electronics man-

ufacturer in the spotlight 

again.

Comparing the deals is 

muddy work, but even by the 

most generous reckoning, it 

appears Wisconsin is pay-

ing more per job than will 

go to Amazon for its much-

watched “second headquar-

ters” developments in New 

York and Virginia.

Whether Wisconsin’s 

huge incentive package 

proves to be worthwhile—

and Amazon comparisons 

aside, many question the 

wisdom of the very practice 

of public subsidies for cor-

porations—won’t be known 

for years.

If Foxconn, as it has said 

it will, creates 13,000 jobs 

and invests $10 billion in the 

manufacturing and research 

complex it has begun build-

ing in Mount Pleasant, the 

company stands to receive 

$2.85 billion in state tax 

credits.

The credits are “refund-

able,” meaning Foxconn will 

receive payments even if it 

doesn’t owe taxes. Wisconsin 

waives nearly all corporate 

and income taxes on man-

ufacturing profits, so the 

credits likely will take the 

form of cash payments to 

the company.

That amounts to $219,000 

per job. New York, mean-

while, has promised Am-

azon just under $3 billion 

for 25,000 jobs, or about 

$120,000 per job.

Virginia’s offer to Ama-

zon is more complex, but its 

subsidies per job also appear 

to be lower than Foxconn’s.

And some observers say 

the gap between Wisconsin 

and the Amazon states is 

much larger than the basic 

numbers suggest.

But Foxconn advocates 

here say significant dif-

ferences with the Amazon 

projects make comparisons 

between the incentive pack-

Woman searching for relatives of Vietnam pen pal
TO HELP

Mary Jo Ross wants to find Cpl. Harry 
Warren Schneider’s family and give them 
the letters he wrote to her half a century 
ago. They can reach her by contacting 
Gazette reporter Frank Schultz via email 
at fschultz@gazettextra.com or phone at 
608-755-8252.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
When Gale Price attends meet-

ings with local companies, he al-
ways approaches new people and 
asks them if they’ve found a place 
to live in Janesville.

The answer is usually “no.”
“They’re all saying the same 

thing on the rental side. They’re 
not landing in Janesville because 
there’s not units available,” said 
Price, the city’s economic devel-
opment director. “That’s the chal-
lenge. Eventually, that becomes an 

economic development issue. You 

can’t attract the workforce to come 

to your company, and you can’t re-

tain quality employees if they don’t 

have the right living environments.”

Janesville has struggled with a 

low rental vacancy rate for a couple 

of years. Still, as builders and city 

officials have said for months, rents 

are too low to cover construction 

costs of new units.

But simple economics should 

say that if supply is low and demand 

is high, prices should increase on 

their own.

They are rising. Just not high 

enough and not quickly enough, 

local officials say.

Higher building expenses are 

partially due to natural inflation. 

Tariffs on certain building materi-

als and a construction labor short-

age have added to the cost.

“Rents have not kept up with 

construction in Janesville,” Price 

said. 

“Every single developer I’ve talk-

ed to—doesn’t matter if it’s a low-in-

come project or a workforce hous-

ing project or if it’s a market-rate, 

high-end project—they’ve all said 

the same thing: unusually low 

A developer’s dilemma

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Hovde Properties manages Woodsview Apartments, right, in Janesville. Economic DevelopmentDirector Gale Price 
said Woodsview was probably at the top of Janesville’s rental market because of its interior finishes and shared 
amenities on site.

Assessing taxpayer subsidies 
for Foxconn, Amazon locations

 Æ Racine fifth-grader exchanged  
letters with Clinton Marine circa 1967

Ross

How much  
is too much?

‘Unusually low’ rents suppress development of new Janesville housing
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